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Important Dates
All students return to school site –
Week 1 – 12/04/2021
May Bank Holiday – 03/05/2021
Inset Day - 28/05/2021
Inset Day – 09/06/2021
End of summer term – 16/07/2021
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6th Form News

Cerianne is a year 13 student studying Chemistry, Biology, Geography and the Welsh
Baccalaureate. We are very proud of her achievement is achieving a conditional offer to
Cambridge to study vetinary science. She was also interviewed for vetinary science in
Edinburgh, RVS London/Aberystwyth and Liverpool. Cerianne has also achieved two
other conditional offers and is awaiting Liverpool’s decision. A fantastic achievement.

 
''Applying for Oxbridge is no mean feat. The applications process is rigorous, the
interviews are challenging, and the entrance exams are, in all honesty, difficult. But, aside
from this it’s an opportunity. I certainly never went through school thinking of applying to
Oxbridge, let alone getting an offer. It just wasn’t something I considered, especially
coming from state education, but after some thought I decided why not? When it came
down to the interviews I actually enjoyed them, and though the questions got
progressively harder they were stimulating, and I was even asked about a subject I hadn’t
studied for two years. Don’t be put off by this though, the interviewers will try to get the
best out of you, and when I got stuck or didn’t understand something they would explain
it. I did have practice at mock interviews, something I would definitely recommend. Some
were organised through the school’s myriad of contacts with Cambridge veterinary
graduates from Penglais and the rest were with family friends. Along with the sixth form
learning coaches, they gave me guidance on my application, including things to add to
my personal statement and how to approach the additional exams that Oxbridge ask for.
Overall, for those of you who want to apply, I would say choose at least one University
whose application process is going to challenge you, whether its Oxbridge or elsewhere!
School will do their best to help you in whatever way they can and with enough
determination it is possible. I almost gave up. I’m very glad I didn’t.''

- Cerianne Y13

Vet Application Process

Raise funds or Penglais School every time you
shop online with over 4,500 shops and sites.
Thank you to everyone for raising donations!
Find us on easy fundraising to start:
Click here!

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/penglaisschool/?q=penglais%20&cat=cause-autosuggest
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''Ultimately, the reason I chose US study was the liberal arts system, and the way they
want you to intellectually explore. Of course, they encourage students to eventually
study one subject area in depth, but their colleges are designed so that you can keep an
open mind, and study as large a variety of courses as possible before you decide. Many
students apply without even naming a subject as their ‘intended major’, and this is a
perfectly respected option, since the institutions value students who have a love of
learning in general. I am passionate about Neuroscience; however I am really eager to
study other topics, specifically Linguistics, English, Maths, and Theatre. In the UK I
couldn’t showcase any other interest other than Neuroscience, which personally didn’t
feel right. The UK system works really well for many people, but I felt that the US system
was a much better fit for me. Not only do they encourage studying lots of different
subjects before narrowing down, they really like teaching their students how to think,
discuss and debate. Most universities have the majority of students living on campus,
with really excellent student support. Depending on the place, many have amazing arts
scenes, research facilities, and study abroad opportunities. 

The two main obstacles that I experienced when applying to US institutions were how
expensive tuition is, and how long and complicated the application process is, especially
in comparison to the UK. I personally had help and guidance from the Sutton Trust US
programme, which made the process a lot easier, and gave me lots of opportunities to
better my understanding and chances of admission. They also prepare students for the
dreaded ACT exam – a lot could be said about this, but overall I found it a lot easier than
UK exams. Granted, it is four hours long, but all the answers are multiple choice and the
style is exactly the same every year. Once you learn to beat the practice papers there is
almost no chance you will be surprised in the exam. 

It is a very competitive admissions process: firstly, the top institutions in the US have very
low admissions rates to start with. (And ‘top institutions’ doesn’t just cover the Ivy League
– there are countless good universities, given the size of the country). Secondly, it is far
more competitive for international applicants. Thirdly, the tuition fees are incredibly
expensive, and the institutions expect families to contribute. The only feasible way to
afford the fees is to receive a sizable grant from the university. Again, very competitive.
However, there are scholarships and grant money available, and there are many
opportunities during the admissions process to prove that you deserve them. There is a
Common Application which most universities accept, which acts like UCAS in that you can
send one application to all your institutions. There is no limit to the number of
universities you can apply to, however there is a catch. 

Matilda is a year 13 student currently studying Maths, Chemistry, Biology and the Welsh
Baccalaureate. She applied to the Sutton Trust / Fullbright organisation to study in the
USA. The process is highly competitive and we are immensely proud of the huge amount
of work that has been needed to secure a place at a highly respected US University. 

Y13 Student Studying in the USA 



admin@penglais.org.uk www.penglais.org.uk Ysgol Penglais School @PenglaisSchool_

Without being cliché, I did learn a lot about myself, because I had to figure out in great
detail what I wanted out of the next four years, and why I was worth admitting. It was a
lot of work, and I had to make sure I was passionate about actually going, but if you feel
like it’s truly the right fit for you, it’s absolutely worth it!''

- Matilda Y13

Each institution has their own personal admissions requirements, which, for me, ranged
from one extra essay, to seven! Before deciding on which ones I wanted to apply to, I
went through a rigorous research process, involving lots of lists. This was the most
exciting part since every university has its own nuances and a unique atmosphere.
American institutions are very eager to connect with prospective applicants, and there
were lots of online events and webinars that I was able to attend to help me. US
institutions are very keen on students demonstrating interest, and it is actually a very real
factor in whether they will want to admit you. In a frantic attempt to demonstrate interest
I attended webinars, signed up for interviews with students and emailed admission
officers, and ultimately it seemed to have worked. I simultaneously managed to talk to
lots of interesting people and build connections, making it very much worth the effort.

Overall, I think I wrote about 40 essays while I was applying. (I did apply to 14, which feels
like too many, in hindsight) I cannot stress how different the process is to the UK. Firstly,
there is one big essay that all the universities see, which may be called a personal
statement, but do not be fooled. There are many different prompts you can respond to,
but the main idea is to tell a story that shows who you are as a person. I attended an
online workshop to prepare me for writing it, and one exercise we did was to think of
objects in our life that captured our essence. It felt very strange. A popular theme is a
challenge you’ve faced in life, and what you have learned from it, but the workshop
leader was brutal about which life challenges were challenging enough to stand out. In
the end I wrote about a play I had been involved in, that hopefully portrayed me as
‘empathic, community-minded, with good leadership skills.’ It seems less relevant than
the academic UK personal statement, but US institutions appreciate lots of soul
searching. There is also a section on the common application to list 10 extracurricular
activities. It seemed simple enough, but it was tricky. The activity and the role you played
have to be showcased in a very small amount of characters, also emphasising any
‘impressive statistics’ that show impact. Individual institutions’ essays ranged from talking
about an extracurricular, my favourite books, a role model, why I wanted to attend that
particular college (specificity is key, they love hearing how much you want to go there), to
social issues I was passionate about. Truly, it was lovely to apply to institutions who see
students holistically, and care about their interests and values. Another key thing to note
is that Americans have no qualms about boasting, and you really have to sell yourself to
be in with a chance. It is fully possible to beat the competitive odds, but you have to
prove that you’re good enough. I was told ‘Why would they think about admitting you if
you don’t think they should?’ 
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On Friday 22 January, eight of our Year 13 students were brave enough to sit the
challenging UK Chemistry Olympiad Round 1 Exam. The Olympiad is designed to
challenge and inspire, and is the leading chemistry competition for students in
secondary education across the British Isles. This enriching experience is a unique
opportunity for students to push themselves further and excel in the chemistry field.
Budding chemists develop their critical problem-solving skills, learn to think more
creatively and get a chance to test their knowledge in new, real-world situations.
Despite the challenges facing these students with the current circumstances, they
decided to take up this new challenge. Results have now been published and we have
some great results!

Chemistry Olympiad

Thomas is to be awarded a
Silver Award
Maddie is also to be awarded
a Silver Award
Theo is to be awarded a
Bronze Award.

The Chemistry Department are very proud of all students who took part as they were
competing against students in all schools and colleges across the UK. A total of 7120
entries! Education executive Chloe Francis, who organises the competition, extended
her congratulations and thanks to both teachers and students for their participation:
‘Well done to all students who took part in this year’s Olympiad during a particularly
stressful time, and thank you to all the teachers who took the time to facilitate this
opportunity for their students during a national lockdown.’ Well done also to Millie,
Matilda, Dionysius and Khadija who put in an extremely good effort.
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Firstly, in the webinar, there was discussion of the creative subjects the students were
taking at Reading. Something that resonated with me was one student’s struggle to
decide what they wanted to do at university. I know myself and my peers have in
lockdown begun to shift in our ideas on what we view our future to be, and I’ve begun
to notice a pattern where in there is far more of a desire to focus on creative subjects.
Lockdown can be seen as a sort of creative revolution, rising from this whole new way
of perceiving the world around us. This alone time can be crucial to developing yourself
as a creative.

Before the webinar I was already aware of some of the challenges that come with
creative subjects and lockdown from my music A level course, from a lack of outside
stimulation and inspiration to more practical technical issues. However, the webinar
really opened my eyes to how useful lockdown can be for creative student’s, there is a
silver lining. By using a little bit of innovation, one can use lockdown as a way of finding
out more about your creative process, the way you work individually and begin to
mirror the way that you would work at university. For example, motivating yourself and
having independent and individual study time was incredibly difficult at first. I’ve found
that the more you delve into learning by yourself, the more you get out of it. By this I
mean that reinforcing your learning, taking the time to do extra research around your
subject starts a cycle of motivation wherein you take genuine pleasure in your learning
instead of it being a chore. 

The students gave advice on how to achieve this during lockdown and I felt reassured
by the fact that about  85% of attendees voted in a poll for feeling less motivated during
lockdown. It was emphasised how important it was to see what other people are doing
and creating this sense of community that takes away from the isolation of lockdown.
Some things that helped were having online studios meet up and talk about work and
reaching out to your peers and teachers. Especially at a time where everything can feel
very insular and isolated, it’s good to know you’re not alone in your course or learning.
Another point was how important it was to hold yourself accountable for your work.
Examples of this were making a list of things to achieve each day or setting goals for
yourself to keeping a schedule of when to start and finish your working day. 

Virtual Learning
Experiences' 

Creative Student's Perspective on Lockdown & Learning-
Reading Webinar
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To quote on of the students-‘It took me a very long time to decide what I wanted to do, I
went to loads of open days and looked at courses I was interested in but I still wasn’t
convinced and not even sure if I wanted to go to Uni, until I found a course that really
spoke to me.’  I think there is an emphasis here on the fact that no one should settle for
a course they are completely passionate about it. This is something you will be
completely immersed in for 3/4 years, make sure it’s a course that really speaks to who
you are and what you want to gain from university. Taking the time to do that research
really pays off in the long run, and this goes for all subjects not just creative ones. – ‘I did
loads of research, talking to my teachers and career advisors and finding something that
was stimulating to me. I ended up taking psychology and art together and found a great
combination course at Reading.’
One international student from Spain is currently taking English and film as a joint
degree. She wanted to find a course that was less theoretical and much more practical.
She found this at Reading as a sort of coincidence. Quite comedically, she recounted
how she had only put down Reading because she recognised it as the city that had
Reading festival. She also emphasised that visiting the University really polarised her
decision as she fell in love with the campus. It’s important to look at other aspects of
university, not just the course. Look at the campus and where it’s situated, whether you
want a more rural and peaceful atmosphere or to be in the middle of everything in a
bustling city. 

The next part of the webinar was based on the question- What advice would you give to
your 17 year old self? These answers gave great advice on how to aim for university and
set yourself on the right path. The first piece of advice was to improve on your value as a
candidate.  Work on projects and do your own independent learning and research- show
initiative and passion. An example was a student who wanted to do psychology but had
not taken the course  in school- she  took an online course in it to boost chance of
getting into art and psychology course. Looking for opportunities to stand out  and show
you’re passionate about your subject will really raise your chances of getting into the
university of your choice. They also said it was important to look at the modules itself
and specification for your university course- see how it suits you and what you want out
of it. The end of the webinar and last piece of advice resonated with me. The student
talked about how it is so easy to see university as an ultimatum or the decider of your
life. A lot of people aren’t aware that trying other options and persevering is just as valid
as trying and succeeding on your first time. -‘My 17 year old self was so stressed about
exams, I remember going into university and feeling absolutely at peace after those two
years of exams. I feel it’s so easy to get wrapped up in those narratives about university
being the only career choice. What I needed was someone to sit me down while studying
for retakes, and tell me stop frying my brain, take a break, and that I was going to be
fine. If you’re really passionate about it and look for opportunities there are so many
different pathways to reach your creative subject, don’t feel boxed in.’                                                   

This in itself was a way of keeping up productivity levels and having that feel of a work
environment. 

- Liberty



A virtual talk on Forensic science was organised for the Sixth Form with Dr Debra Croft.
Debra is an experienced forensic scientist with a successful career behind her. As a
forensic scientist, Debra explained how forensics encompasses a wide range of
specialisms, branching from the study of botany to calculate where and when a crime
has occurred to studying the generation and type of insects in a body for determining
the length of time since the crime. She specialises mainly, on the other hand, with soil
and sediments.
Debra provided a helpful, yet also unfiltered, idea of what being a forensic scientist is
actually like, aside from the glamour often portrayed in films. She discussed the
different elements which can be associated in obtaining information by forensic science
(of which there are many). Physical fitting is often used as a basis on which to conduct
further tests. it involves matching ripped clothing, or things like teeth to bite marks.
Chemical fitting would be a next step to prove, such things.
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Forensic Science Webinar

'Dr Debra
Croft

speaking at
Forensics
Science

Webinar'

Debra also went into detail about how trace evidence such as pollen grains in soil
samples or diatoms found in different bodies of water can be used to pinpoint locations
of crimes. Concerning these trace evidences, Debra recounted a case where someone
had been drowned and discovered in a pond. However, because the diatoms
discovered in the pond water did not match the ones discovered in the victim’s stomach
after conducting an autopsy, it was concluded that the drowning occurred at a different
site and the body was then transferred.
These are simply examples of what Debra covered. She helped provide me, and I’m sure
the others in the meeting as well, with a new angle on forensics and its different aspects
and uses. Now all I need to worry about is deciding what I want to do in my future,
Debra’s talk made my decision a lot harder!

- Dylan Y13



admin@penglais.org.uk www.penglais.org.uk Ysgol Penglais School @PenglaisSchool_

Food Science Talk 
''On Wednesday the 17th of February, I attended a Teams meeting with Lorna, a Food
Science student in her third year at Nottingham University. Having always been
interested in food, I found this to be an invaluable experience and I am now considering
taking the subject at University. Lorna spoke of the different projects she has had to
complete and the contents of the course. The course included sensory science, flavour
chemistry, microbiology, and product development, as well as the option of a year in
industry and even the option of a year abroad. In her third year, she is currently doing a
project on product development, where she has been given a brief by a company who
want to change their recipe for a chocolate coated biscuit. She has had many different
ideas which she shared with us but is most invested in her idea of a yoghurt and honey
coated biscuit, which could even be made available to the market! I thoroughly enjoyed
this talk and, as an industry with so many job opportunities in so many different and
exciting areas, this course seems perfect for anyone who is interested in food and the
science behind it.''

- Poppy Y12

"Lockdown was taken two ways, it seemed. It was taken with messy desks, dodgy wifi,
and sleeping in past twelve. It was also taken with a new lease of creativity, a chance to
learn something a new, perhaps a newfound drive for independent learning. 
 
I think lockdown was without a doubt difficult. It challenged the way we are used to
learning, replaced people with computers and classrooms with Teams. However, I think it
also taught us some valuable skills. How to motivate and engage ourselves without the
concrete unity and companionship of other pupils and teachers. Learning alone is often a
challenge, and in the lead-up to assessments, we will be revising by ourselves. I think
lockdown has given us the ability to do this effectively. Lockdown has given us a different
perspective on individual learning and the way we process information and ideas while
we are alone. Going forward, this is a skill we can use to really get a grasp of our subjects
over Easter and in the lead-up to assessments."

- Y12 Student

"I never realised how much I missed human interaction until I returned to the sixth form
centre. Even though we were all in masks, I felt a sense of normality and the satisfaction
of not getting a headache from looking at my computer screen all day."

- Y12 Student
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''Within a year the whole world has changed. Every aspect of our lives as students has
been impacted by the pandemic. As a Year 13 student I have experienced Sixth Form
pre-pandemic and during a pandemic which is something I could never have imagined.
Despite the doom and gloom, school has been at least one positive thing to focus on
during these difficult times. 
When I was in Year 12 I thoroughly enjoyed Sixth Form. For the first time I was confident
in saying that I looked forward to going to school.  I was happy with my AS subjects and I
was able to develop my learning skills in a new way. Everyday the sense of community I
felt as soon as I walked through the doors in the morning put a smile on my face. The
independence we had as Sixth Formers was just the icing on the cake. I was very excited
and enthusiastic about what the next year would hold.
Then came March the 23rd 2020, the beginning of what we assumed would be a two-
week break from school. Little did we know that two-weeks would extend into sixth
months. I was genuinely saddened when the realisation hit that Sixth Form would not be
the same again. The pandemic not only stopped face to face learning, exams and
socialising with friends, it changed the way students would experience school and
education in the future. For us in Year 12 going into Year 13, this meant spending the
majority our last year in secondary school sat in front of a computer at home. It was hard
not to think about all the memories and learning we were missing out on by not being
able to spend time in a classroom with our friends and teachers. 
If this last year has taught us anything, it is to make the most of the little things. For
many online learning was a challenge, students and teachers included. However, there
were some positives. For example, in my geography class we all decided to have the
same background as Mrs Elgood because it was the closest we could get to being
“together” in the same place. This simple action put a smile on everyone’s faces and soon
became a running joke. Best of all, as our lessons were being recorded any funny
moments were also recorded. It is like having a virtual memory book of our bests
moments as a class which will eventually become precious memories as time goes on. 
My fears and concerns about returning to Sixth Form soon disappeared after the first
week back at school. The sense of community that I felt in Year 12 was stronger than
ever before as students and teachers were delighted to physically be in school after what
felt like an eternity. Yes, a lot had changed and the uncertainty of what the next couple of
weeks would hold continued for most of the term. However, the one thing that hasn’t
changed is our enjoyment of being in Sixth Form and being able to socialise with one
another again. The whole experience of going through Sixth Form during a pandemic has
brought teachers and students closer together. I already had a lot of respect and trust in
my teachers pre-pandemic but now more than ever we are realising how truly incredible
teachers are. I will forever be grateful for their support and dedication. One year on, if
there is one thing that I have learnt in the last 12 months it is to make the most of every
moment and to never take the privilege of going to school for granted ever again.''

- Charlotte Y13
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