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Key Dates
Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May - Summer half term
Monday 3rd June - all students return to school (Week 2)
Friday 21st June - Year 13 Leavers event
Monday 24th June to Thursday 27th  June - Year 10
exams
Wednesday 26th & Thursday 27th June - Year 11
transition days to Sixth form
Friday 28th June - INSET day - No students in school
Friday 28th June - Year 11 Leavers event

June - Progress report 3 & Full report for Year 8
June - Progress report 3 & Full report for Year 7
Monday 1st & Tuesday 2nd July - Year 6 transition days
Thursday 4th July - International event 
Tuesday 9th July  - Year 5 transition day
 July (date tbc) - Parent & Student tutor review - Year 7
 July (date tbc) - Parent & Student tutor review - Year 8
July - Progress report 3 & exam results for Year 10
Monday 22nd July to Friday 30th August - Summer break

We are now half-way through the exam season and all the hard work by the Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 students
is starting to pay off.  We have been most impressed with all students, with their positive attitude and the
way they have handled themselves during a stressful time.  Well done to all of them and thank you to the
staff and families who have supported them.  All the hard work will pay off and we look forward to
celebrating with the students towards the end of the year.  We also look forward to welcoming the Year 11
students who are considering returning to the 6th form for the two induction days on Wednesday 26th and
27th June.  This will be useful for students to have a taster of the subjects that they are considering taking in
the 6th form and will help guide their choices in September.

It has also been a busy half term for other year groups, both in lessons and in extra-curricular activities.  You
will see from the newsletter that four of our football teams, two girls’ teams and two boys’ teams, made it to
the Urdd national quarter-finals, and the Year 9 and 10 boys won the cup for the second consecutive year!  
What an achievement for them. Some of our Year 7, 8 and 9 students were able to visit France and Belgium
as part of the Languages department trip and all Year 7 students visited the National Library as part of their
Welsh curriculum.  

We have been working as a school on developing our understanding of what makes a successful
independent and resilient learner and linked to this, we have reviewed our homework policy.  Thank you to
families and students who completed the questionnaires to help inform both of these areas.  Working with
the Student Leadership Team, we have used the feedback to identify the main characteristics of a successful
independent and resilient learner and we are now working to break this down into precise actions and
identify how we would expect to see these developing during the students’ time at Penglais.  Similarly, we
have identified key principles to inform our approach to home learning and we will share all the work with
families once completed. 
 

Currently, we are planning for an International Evening on Thursday July 4th.  Please save the date and more
information will be shared after half term.  In the meantime, do have a restful half term and we look forward
to seeing the students return on Monday 3rd June.
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Sports News
Hockey player represents Wales

Sixth former Ruadhán continued his U18s International progress for Wales with a busy start to 2024. In March
he played in a two test series against the English Universities Team and during the Easter break he played in
three tests against Ulster U19s at Cardiff International Sports Village.
Following this, he was also selected to play in a two test series against the Wales U23 squad in April with
further selections possible for a 4-day Home Nations tournament in Ireland in July. Ruadhán also played in the
Welsh National U18s Club Finals in Swansea on the May bank holiday weekend helping Swansea become
National Welsh Champions and earning man of the match accolades in the process. Well done Ruadhán! 

Urdd Football

Four teams competed in the Urdd football 7-a-side on Friday 17th May. The Year 7 & 8 girls, Year 7 & 8 boys,
and Year 9 & 10 girls all made it to the plate quarter final. The Year 9 &10 boys won the cup for the second
consecutive year, beating Penweddig in the semi final, and Ystalyerfa in the final on penalties. 
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Llyfr Gwyn Rhydderch
“Dysgais i bod Llyfr Gwyn Rhydderch tua wyth cant oed!”           Bleddyn
“Mwynheuais i ddysgu am hen papur newydd o Gymru a Llyfr Gwyn
Rhydderch oedd fy hoff beth.”   Oviya
“Clywon ni storïau Mabinogion fel Blodeuwedd a Bendigeidfran.”  Evie
“Teimlais i y croen gwartheg ar y llyfrau.” Florence

Cwpan Nanteos
“Gwelon ni Cwpan Nanteos.”  Maisie
“Mwynheuais i ddysgu am Gwpan Nanteos. Teimlais i’n gyffrous.”  Peyton
ac Archie
“Dysgais i am Gwpan Nanteos ac roedd e’n ddiddorol iawn.”   Volkan
“Dysgais i bod cnoi a bwyta cwpanau ddim yn gwella pobl!”    Arthur

Drwgweithredwyr Ceredigion
“Cerddais i i’r Llyfrgell Genedlaethol a gwelais i llawer o lyfrau. Fy hoff
beth oedd Drwgweithredwyr Ceredigion.”        Jenson
“Dysgais i am y drwgweithredwyr Ceredigion. Roedd yr hen luniau yn
ddiddorol iawn.”    Oliver
“Roedd drwgweithredwyr Ceredigion yn ddiddorol iawn.”    Felix

Welsh/Cymraeg News

Taith Blwyddyn 7 i’r Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 
Year 7 Library Trip  Cymraeg

Fel rhan o’n gwaith y tymor hwn am Drysorau Ceredigion, aeth holl ddisgyblion blwyddyn 7 am ymweliad
â’r Llyfrgell Genedlaethol er mwyn dysgu mwy am rai o bethau pwysig Ceredigion.

As part of our work this term on Ceredigion Treasures, Year 7 students visited the National Library of Wales to
learn more about some of the important things from Ceredigion. 

“Cerddon ni i’r Llyfrgell yn y glaw Dydd Gwener, Mai 3ydd.”   Eve
“Mwynheuais i gerdded gyda ffrindiau.”     Nina
“Siaradais i â Dafydd yn y Drwm am hanes y Llyfrgell.”    Cory
“Gwelais i papurau newyddion. Roedden nhw’n ddiddorol iawn.”  Kai
“Cerddon ni lawr i’r Llyfrgell yn griw bach hapus. Prynhawn i’r brenin!”  Maia
“Cerddais i lawr y carped coch yn mwynhau y prynhawn heb ysgol!” Kitty
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Cymraeg/Welsh News
Map John Speed o Geredigion
“Gwelais i fap o Geredigion. Roedd e’n lliwgar iawn.”   Elijah
“Gwelon ni hen fapiau o Geredigion, Llyfr Drwgweithredwyr Ceredigion a Cwpan Nanteos. Fy hoff beth oedd
mapiau o Geredigion.”     Rimas
“Dysgais i am hen fap o 1610 oedd wedi cael ei ysgrifennu gan berson Saesneg o’r enw John Speed. Roedd e’n
ddiddorol gweld sut oedd llefydd Cymraeg wedi cael eu sillafu yn anghywir.”         Mary
“Cwrddais i ag aelodau o staff o’r Llyfrgell.”     Isla
“Hoffwn i wybod sut i fynd i mewn i’r celloedd!”    Ollie
“Dysgais i ffaith ddiddorol am y gemau brenhinol yn cael eu cadw o dan y Llyfrgell yn ystod y rhyfel.”      
Misha
“Dysgais i am Cwpan Nanteos a mwynheuais i weld Llyfr y Drwgweithredwyr. Clywais i am y celloedd CO2 a
cerddais i i’r Llyfrgell gyda fy nosbarth Cymraeg.”  Isabelle
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Welsh/Cymraeg News
Neges Heddwch 2024 – “Gweithred yw Gobaith”
gan ddosbarth Cymraeg blwyddyn 9 

Mae Neges Heddwch yn ddigwyddiad sy’n cael ei gynnal bob blwyddyn. Yn flynyddol ers 1922, mae’r Urdd
wedi rhannu neges o heddwch i’w cyfoedion dros y byd. Hyd heddiw, dyma’r unig neges o’i fath yn y byd ac
mae’n draddodiad gwerthfawr sy’n pweru ieuenctid Cymru i ysgogi ac ysbrydoli gweithgarwch dyngarol yn
rhyngwladol. Teitl Neges 2024 ydy “Gweithred yw Gobaith”

The Urdd’s Message of Peace and Goodwill is published every year and sent around the world as a symbol of peace
from the youth of Wales to the youth of the world. The message in 2024 is called Hope in Action.

Bwriad y neges ydy hybu heddwch ac annog pobl ar draws y byd i weithio gyda’i gilydd er mwyn gwella’n byd
ni ar gyfer y dyfodol a dathlu Deiseb Heddwch Menywod Cymru a arwyddwyd gan 390,296 o fenywod Cymru
yn 1923-1924 sef 100 mlwydd yn ôl.
Dros yr wythnosau diwethaf yn dosbarth 9A1 yn Ysgol Penglais, mae’r disgyblion wedi bod yn dysgu am y
neges, ei hanes rhyfeddol ac linc gydag Aberystwyth a’n rhan ni mewn hybu heddwch yn ein cymuned.

This term, our Cymraeg class have been studying the history of the message and the Peace Petition of the Women of
Wales in 1924. As well as preparing an assembly for the whole school, we have also looked into the different
languages spoken in Penglais and made displays showing this year’s message in those languages.

Rydym ni wedi creu gwasanaeth sy’n edrych ar Neges Heddwch ac Ewyllys Da, 2024.
Rhannwyd yn dosbarth yn bedwar; grŵp yn dosbarthu neges ar draws yr ysgol gyda un grŵp yn darganfod
pa ieithoedd i ddangos y ieithoedd sy’n cael ei siarad ac yr amrywiaeth o cefndiroedd ar draws yr ysgol.
Rydym ni yn ysgrifennu adroddiad i gylchgrawn yr ysgol a grŵp sy’n creu barcutiaid sydd  yn cynrychioli
traddodiad o hedfan barcud yn Affganistan ar Fawrth 21, y flwyddyn newydd (Nauruz) pryd mae plant yn
hedfan barcutiaid ac yn gwneud dymuniadau.

On May 17th, we flew our kites out on the fields as a symbol of peace and goodwill to support this year’s message.

Dyma geiriau o rhai o’r grwpiau:
“Yn ein grŵp ni, rydyn ni wedi bod yn creu barcutiaid dros heddwch. Rydyn ni wedi bod yn creu barcutiaid
gyda bagiau plastig a prennau bach. Rydyn ni wedi gwneud hwn i ddathlu y Neges Heddwch. Ar Ddydd
Gwener, Mai 17 byddwn ni’n hedfan ein barcutiaid ni yn yr ysgol.” – Grŵp barcutiaid.

“Fel grŵp ni, rydym ni wedi bod yn edrych ar y wahanol ieithoedd sydd yn cael ei siarad trwy yr ysgol. Mae
dros 20 ieithoedd yn cael ei siarad, ac mae pob un yn ddangos y wahanol crefydd a cefndir sydd yn yr ysgol.”
– Grŵp ieithoedd.

“Yn ein grŵp, rydyn ni’n cyfrifol am dosbarthu’r neges o gwmpas yr ysgol cyfan. Rydym yn dosbarthu’r neges
trwy posteri sy’n dweud y neges yn cyfan. Mae’r athrawon yn ymateb dda ac yn creu effaith gyda ni.” – Grŵp
posteri.

Adroddiad gan / Report by: Katie, Elenor, Angharad, Summer, Maya, Mikaela, Tilly
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 Library News
Chess Tournament
May saw the return of the hugely successful Penglais Chess
Tournament which we started last year.  We had 32 students enter,
with participants spanning Years 7-13. Games took place over 6 days,
and 3 rounds before we were at semi-final stage. Congratulations to
Glyn, Chenkai, Ivan and Julius for reaching the semi-finals.  
The semi-finalists all played 3 games each with the two players with
the most points going through to the final. There were some nail-
biting games!
The Grand Final took place on Friday 3rd May between Ivan and Glyn.
The game was televised around the school and front row seats in the
library were full to capacity. Glyn and Ivan provided us with a highly
entertaining game, lasting a very tense 30 minutes before our current
Penglais Grand Master managed to defend and retain his title.   
Congratulations Ivan! 2 chess tournaments and 2 wins. 

The English department and Library are thrilled
to be able to organise a trip to the Hay Festival
on the 24th May 2024. Hay is THE Festival to
attend for book lovers.
Students are looking forward to hearing author
talks from Ashley Hickson-Lovence and Anthony
Horowitz. Hopefully trips such as this will
continue to inspire a love of reading in our
students! 
#Penglaisreaders



 Parent Information
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 Modern Foreign 
Languages News

Trip to Le Château d'Ebblinghem 
In April, the International Languages department returned to Le Château d'Ebblinghem, Opal Coast,
Northern France along with 40 pupils from Years 7,8 and 9. 

What an adventure we had in France! We learned a lot with Sammy and his team! We went to a French class
and the market in Le Touquet! We learned how to bake bread with Bruno at the Escoeuilles bakery. We
made pancakes and tried snails. We went to the Bellawaerde theme park in Belgium, where we watched
some wild animals and had a lot of fun! What a trip!!

Quelle aventure nous avons passé en France ! Nous avons appris beaucoup avec Sammy et son entourage ! Nous
sommes allés à un cours de français et au marché à Le Touquet ! Nous avons appris à faire le pain avec Bruno à la
boulangerie Escoeuilles. Nous avons fait les crêpes et essayé les escargots. Nous sommes allons en Belgique au
parc thématique Bellewaerde, où nous avons regardé des animaux sauvages et nous avons beaucoup amusé !
Quel voyage !!
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 Maths News

FREE maths lessons for Parents and Guardians at Ysgol Penglais  

Maths for Adults Wales are providing free maths sessions to Penglais parents and guardians to help you
support your children with their learning, or simply for you to improve your own skills.  Sessions are provided
by qualified teachers, and you will be granted access to the Maths for Adults Wales Academy, an online
platform with hundreds of hours of content for you to explore in your own time.   If you are interested, please
go to mathsforadultswales.com to register and a member of the team will be in touch.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmathsforadultswales.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDevlinJ%40penglais.org.uk%7C80361cbc70e54f8f166408dc57dbd4d8%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C638481848879729376%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=snRy6z2kIXA2E2dIfGXlR53y2rg17OBY19fZ2PBlVVg%3D&reserved=0


 Parent Information
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Sixth Form News

Thank you to the Rotary Club
The Sixth Form are very grateful to the Rotary of Aberystwyth who have donated £400 to support students
to visit university Open Days and UCAS fairs. The Rotary recognises the importance of supporting students
to attend these events to raise aspirations and to enable them to make informed decisions about their
future.

How I succeeded in achieving a BBC apprenticeship 

I first started looking at apprenticeships when I attended the apprenticeship
fair in Brimingham in February 2023. I didn’t really know where I wanted to go
or what I wanted to do after sixth form, so I thought this was a good place to
start. I spoke to a member of the BBC HR team, and she asked me what I
enjoyed doing and what my skills set was, then she advised to look into the
role of a production coordinator and at the higher-level BBC apprenticeship.
Then I started researching and looking into the role more on websites like
Screen Skills and realised I would really enjoy the idea of this role in the future.
From then I decided to apply for the apprenticeship and see what happened
but also applied for university too. The whole process was lengthy and took
around five months to complete. I went through a series of processes
involving an online application, online tests, video interviews and the last stage
in the process was an assessment centre day where I did group tasks, a
preassigned task I had to present and a final interview with the head of
production and a production manager. After completing the last stage, I felt it
was a great achievement and experience for myself especially as I was the
youngest candidate there. Then after just under a week of waiting I received a
phone call informing me that I had been offered an apprenticeship with the
BBC. This was a huge achievement for me especially as I’d been through so
many stages against thousands of candidates and it was just something I
thought I would give a try! I will be starting the apprenticeship this September
working in Media City in Salford, Manchester as a junior production
coordinator at the BBC working on Morning Live! I’m so excited to start and to
see where this apprenticeship takes me. 
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Engineering success for Ysgol Penglais students

At the end of last term, a team of seven Year 12 Ysgol Penglais School students were suitably rewarded
following more than 5 months of hard work as participants in the annual Engineering Education Scheme
Wales (EESW) Sixth Form Project. After a welcome event in October to meet the scheme organisers and their
industrial partner, the local technology company Aber Instruments, the students were given their project
brief. The project had the students address a real engineering problem that their partner wanted to solve.
The brief required the designing and building of a device to produce yeast suspensions of accurate
concentrations for the calibration of Aber Instruments’ world leading industrial fermentation monitors.
Students regularly visited engineers at Aber Instruments’ Science Park premises to propose designs and get
feedback on their ideas. Support in school came from Mr Jones and the Science Department and Dr Lewis
and Mr Bowman of the Sixth Form team but the students involved had to be self-organising and highly
motivated to succeed in their goals.  The team organised themselves so that members specialised in areas
that they were interested in or had experience of. Despite the competition requiring only one working
prototype the team came up with two, equally suitable, solutions to the problem. Multiple skills were
developed and utilised, from coding to 3D printing and, not least, report writing. The final report, consisting
of over 80 pages, was submitted before the Presentation and Awards day at Swansea Arena at the end of
March. Presentation day required a very early start and was a long day. Students had to set up a stall with
posters of their work as well as the working prototypes. After an initial presentation to judges, the team was
visited by numerous other assessors as they were in the running for several category prizes. At the end of the
process, the Penglais team received an unprecedented 4 nominations and won the prestigious Application of
Engineering and Technology prize. This not only consisted of a framed certificate, but also £50 for each
student and £150 for the school. 
The project’s success reflected both the time, effort and money invested by Aber Instruments and its
engineers and the talents and hard work of the Penglais team. Steffan Davies of Aber Instruments said “We
couldn’t be prouder of the group's achievements this year. We at Aber extend our heartfelt best wishes for
their future careers, hoping that our collaboration has served as inspiration and motivation for them to
pursue rewarding paths within STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)”. This was an
extremely valuable and rewarding collaboration for all involved.

Sixth Form News

Presentation Day at Swansea Arena;
Sam, Arthur, James, Ben, Thomas and
Winnie.

Final briefing with Aber Instruments Engineers; Steffan
Davies, Ramy Elabbadi, Matt Gross and Edward Nunn
(Michelle Totterdell absent).
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Student News

Congratulations Elinor - Year 13

We are delighted that Bangor University has awarded a Bangor Merit
Scholarship, worth £3,000 to Elinor. 

Only 30 students receive this award and the Scholarship has been
awarded on the basis of her performance in the University’s Entrance
Scholarships examination. Elinor had to write 2 essays from a list of
topics that were relevant to her chosen degree. Elinor will study
Marine Science and Conservation at Bangor University.  

Justin Bennet - an ex-Penglais student

Justin recently appeared in the Cambrian News having
raised £400 to share between two charities when the
Cadets were asked for Volunteers to run in the Aberystwyth
10k and Justin was the only one from 561 Squadron to
participate having trained hard throughout the Winter.

The Year 11 team at Penglais would like to say a huge thank you to many businesses in Aberystwyth who
have supported us over the past few months.  Tesco donated a large amount of biscuits and soft drinks for
students to enjoy before their after-school revision sessions.  Bookers provided the hot chocolate that we
made for students before revision sessions, this was very much appreciated by the students after a long
day in school.  Year 11 were extremely grateful for the hot chocolate and biscuit donations.

CK’s and Morrisons kindly offered French sticks and vegetables for the year 11 fundraising activities such as
the soup sale.

As a result of the generous donations, Year 11 were able to raise over £500 to go towards their leavers
celebration at the end of the year.

The support that these businesses provided the Year 11s with is greatly appreciated by everybody at Ysgol
Penglais

Thank You from Year 11
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Careers News

Airbus Virtual Work Experience for anyone aged 13+.

Our virtual work experience programme just got supercharged. 📈⚡️ Once again we’re inviting students to
take part in the Airbus digital work experience programme, via the Springpod platform. 

This free virtual programme lets students dive into what makes our business tick, it covers everything
from our environmental goals and how we make aircraft to how we bring new talent on board. Over the
past three years, almost 14,000 young people have taken part in this programme, and now it's available all
year long, opening up even more chances for schools and individuals to get involved.

Sign up today 👉 Airbus Virtual Work Experience

Career Opportunities
The Health Care Apprenticeships went live on our Swyddi Hywel Dda / Hywel Dda Job website last night. For
further information please contact Elena-Waters Jenkins on Elena.Waters-Jenkins@wales.nhs.uk

Swansea Army Careers Centre
They will be holding two drop-in sessions where they will deliver an Army Careers presentation and answer
any questions learners might have.  This is aimed at learners who might be considering an Army career,
and want to find out more.  We have two dates, with two sessions each day.

31st May 2024 at 10am and 1pm
30th August 2024 at 10am and 1pm

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.springpod.com%2Fvirtual-work-experience%2Faerospace-work-experience%2FWEXP-00239&data=05%7C02%7CClementsH3%40penglais.org.uk%7C8b3d871f6dfd4b92582608dc75956698%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C638514531818019002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6XHXhvkRT4hY5CC%2F84uvlqLdc1dsnKGU%2FDVeMqKg%2BFA%3D&reserved=0
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Careers News
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Careers News
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Hearing Resources News

Urdd Llangrannog visit

Students from HRC joined Ceredigion Sensory Service for a residential weekend in
Llangrannog in April.
Students took part in an action packed weekend alongside other students with
hearing loss from across Ceredigion and Carmarthenshire. The activities included:
high ropes, zip wire, climbing wall, quad bikes, go-karts, skiing, tobogganing,
archery and even the escape rooms. The evening activities included a walk to
Llangrannog beach and toasting marshmallows around the campfire!
An amazing time was had by all and many new friendships were made along the
way 😊
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Hearing Resources News

Llanerchaeron National Trust

Students from HRC have been busy helping Llanerchaeron National Trust get ready for their
busy Easter weekend and for the forthcoming Spring and Summer season in the gardens.
Students attend work experience at the National Trust each week helping with a range of
tasks from feeding the farm animals, mostly the pigs and ducks, cleaning farm buildings
and working in the walled gardens. 

Former HRC pupil gets top award
Hafwen, a former pupil in HRC has achieved Gold in the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award through her work with St. Johns
Ambulance. Hafwen completed her Bronze, Silver and Gold
award whilst also studying for her school qualifications in
Penglais, helping to teach sign language as part of her
volunteering role. This year, Hafwen moved to Exeter Deaf
Academy to study hairdressing. Despite being profoundly
deaf, Hafwen has always had a determination to achieve and
to show everyone that she can do whatever she puts her
mind to and is proud to show that ‘Deaf can do it too’!

On May 13th, Hafwen travelled to Buckingham Palace to
receive her award from the Duke of Edinburgh and was the
first-ever deaf person to give a speech in British Sign
Language at Buckingham Palace. 
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We would like to remind parents that the expectation is that staff will return emails and calls from parents
within 48 hours, so please allow staff time to return your call or email.  If you have been called by a member
of staff, they will have left a message for you so please can you listen to the message to allow our Receptionist
to be able to put you through to the correct person when you call back.  

 Parent Notices
There has recently been a significant increase in the number of calls and answerphone messages we receive
from parents/guardians asking us to pass messages on to their children during the school day. This is
problematic because it causes disruption to the teaching and learning in the classroom; it takes time from our
administration staff and we cannot always guarantee that messages will get through to students. Can we
please ask that parents/guardians make arrangements for after school with their children directly prior to the
start of the school day. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to pass messages on to children during the
day.

Can we also remind all parents to ensure that your child's ParentPay account is kept topped up to allow then
to purchase food from our canteen as we are a cashless school.

If you have booked a medical appointment for your child, please can we ask you to email
attendance@penglais.org.uk at least 24 hours prior to the appointment so that we can make a note on your
child’s register.  If it is an emergency appointment then we appreciate that you will need to call during that day
but we are trying to keep to a minimum any disruption to lessons.  

Please can we ask that you only park in the disabled bays at the front of school if you have a badge; we need to
keep these bays clear throughout the day.  


