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5% September 2024
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome back to the start of the new academic year. | hope that you have had a safe, enjoyable and
restful summer holidays and that your child was looking forward to returning to school today.

We were very proud of our students who received their results this in year the 6" form and in years
10 and 11. Most of our students from Year 13 are looking forward to going to university this
September with 84% of the whole year group successful in gaining their place. Others have been
successful in gaining some prestigious apprenticeships whilst others are entering the world of work.
We wish them all the very best and hope that the learning and social foundations they have developed
at Penglais will support them in their futures.

Congratulations also to the Year 11 students who received their final GCSE results. It was lovely to see
very happy students opening their results and a pleasure to interview many of them to return to the
6™ form. We look forward to support those returning to us in the 6" form as they progress through
the next two years and wish all the best to those who are moving on to college or apprenticeships.

As is the life of a school, some students leave and others start their journey with us. We welcome our
new Year 7 students to Penglais today. | hope that they will settle into the Penglais community very
quickly and feel that everyone is here to support them. Should there be any concerns, please contact
the Head of Year 7, Mr Rob Rudge.

At the start of the academic year, we are holding an Information Evening for each year group which
gives us an opportunity to meet parents/guardians and share important information about the year
ahead, the curriculum, school processes and an opportunity to meet governors and PTA. There will
be a different format to this year’s event which will allow for more interaction between
parents/guardians and staff.

Year 7 parents/guardians will have the opportunity to meet members of staff, other parents and
members of the Parent Teachers’ Association (PTA) for an informal ‘meet and greet’ over tea, coffee
and biscuits. This will be at 4.15pm on Monday 16" September followed by the welcome evening at
5pm in the Main Hall; Year 8 and 9 will be on Tuesday 17" September at 5.30 and 6.30pm respectively
and Years 10 and 11 on Wednesday 18™ September, again at 5.30 and 6.30pm respectively. 6" form
students and parents/guardians are invited to a 6™ Form Information Evening on Thursday 19%"
September at 6pm in the 6" Form Centre. Further information will be shared next week. We would
encourage all families to attend. This will be an opportunity for you to gain information about the
year to come so that you can best support your child throughout the year.
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| will be continuing with the Headteacher’s Surgery on Monday evenings between 5 —6pm. These are
open to all parents/guardians and no appointment is necessary.

Communication, and in particular positive communication, between the school and families is
important and something that we will be aiming to improve this year. Please look out for positive
news stories on our Facebook page and Instagram. We are also intending to build relationships and
develop communication through regular phone calls to families. On Mondays 3.30 —3.45, all teachers
and leaders will be calling parents/guardians to make contact and start building positive
communication and relationships with yourselves. Please don’t be surprised or worry if you receive a
phone call! Staff will leave a message if you can’t answer your phone.

We have reviewed our mobile phone policy and will send a new copy of that to you together with a
letter explaining why we are reinforcing our policy on mobile phones this year. As a reminder, mobile
phones will be expected to be switched off and in the bag during the day. Please look out for the
other letter explaining more about this and the policy.

You will be aware that students can choose to wear the new navy school jumper this year. This is a
sweatshirt type jumper that students report is more comfortable to wear. We do not, therefore,
accept any other tops in school. Students can only be wearing their school jumper and a coat. No
other tops should be worn in school.

We are very much aware that the cost of living remains a challenge for all families. Please get in touch
with us if this is having an impact on your child in any way and we will see if there’s anything we can
do to support you or to refer you to places for support.

We very much look forward to engaging with you over the year to help ensure that your child is happy,
safe and achieving their potential in the school. Should you have any concern or wish to contact the
school at any point, please contact your child’s Head of Year (contact details below) or email
admin@penglais.org.uk.

Yours sincerely,

A

Ms M Hughes
Pennaeth/Headteacher



Useful contact information:

We receive a high number of telephone calls to our main switchboard number. In order to ensure
that calls can be answered promptly by the appropriate person, please can | ask you to use the direct

numbers below. For all other enquiries please call the main number, 01970 624811:

Ms H Clements

PA to Head Teacher/Clerk to
Governors

01970 621110

ClementsH3@penglais.org.uk

Mrs D Brown Attendance officer (years 7 to |01970 624811 |attendance@penglais.org.uk
11)

Mrs S Jones Finance Manager — 01970621130 PonesS509@penglais.org.uk
ParentPay/Trip payments

Mrs D Lewis ALN Manager 01970621126 |LewisD273@penglais.org.uk

Mrs K Evans Family Engagement Officer 01970 621165 |EvansK1195@penglais.org.uk

Mrs C Drakeley &

Data Manager/Exams

01970 621139

DrakeleyC6@ penglais.org.uk

Ms M Fulton Admissions FultonM8@ penglais.org.uk
Mr R Rudge Head of Year 7 01970621119 [RudgeR2@penglais.org.uk
Ms N Goode Head of Year 8 01970 621138 |GoodeN13@penglais.org.uk

Miss K Thomas

Head of Year 9

01970 621144

ThomasK743 @penglais.org.uk

Mrs S Johnson

Head of Year 10 & 11

01970 621120

UohnsonS109@penglais.org.uk

Ms F Hill Assistant Head of Year 10 01970 621120 [HillF38@penglais.org.uk
Mr B Stott Assistant Head of Year 11 01970 621120 [StottB3@penglais.org.uk
Mrs J Elgood Head of 6™ Form 01970621132 [Elgood)@penglais.org.uk
Mr J Barnes 6™ Form Manager 01970 621163 |Barnes)232@penglais.org.uk

Miss C Davies

6™ Form Attendance/Support

01970 621127

DaviesC3052@penglais.org.uk

If there is no answer on the direct line, please leave a message on the answer machine, and the
member of staff will get back to you. We have a policy to return calls within a 48-hour period, due to
teaching schedules and meetings, although we do hope to be able to respond sooner.

We appreciate your cooperation and hope that this will improve the response times on the main
number.
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