
Art 

Year 8 Home Learning Menu - Spring Term 

Half term 3 

1. Research African Mask Traditions 

• Beginner Task: Research the cultural importance of African masks in different 
tribes (e.g., Yoruba, Maasai, Zulu, etc.). Write a short paragraph on the use of 
masks in rituals, ceremonies, and celebrations. 

• Objective: To understand the role of African masks in cultural contexts. 

2. Create a Paper Mask 

• Intermediate Task: Design and create a simple paper African-inspired.  
• Focus on symmetry, shapes, and patterns found in traditional African mask 

designs. 
• Objective: To explore mask design. 

3. Patterns in Nature 

• Advanced Task: Study African art patterns and motifs often inspired by nature 
(leaves, animals, waves, etc.). Draw 3–4 pattern designs using these natural 
elements. 

• Objective: To identify and replicate African-inspired patterns from nature. 

4. Digital Mask Design 

• Challenging Task: Use a digital tool (e.g., a drawing app or software) to create 
an African-inspired mask. Incorporate bold geometric shapes, symmetry, and 
vivid colours that reflect traditional mask styles. 

• Objective: To merge traditional design using IT. 

 

Half term 4 

1. Symbolism in African Mask Design 

• Beginner Task: Research and list symbols used in African art (e.g., the 
significance of specific animals, shapes, or colours). Choose 3 symbols and 
explain their meanings in a written paragraph. 

• Objective: To learn about the symbolic language of African masks 

 



2. Collage Mask Project 

• Intermediate Task: Using magazine cutouts, newspapers, or fabric, create a 
collage inspired by African masks. Focus on texture and colour combinations. 

• Objective: To experiment with mixed media. 

3. Design a Personal Mask 

• Advanced Task: Create a mask that represents your personality, but base the 
style on traditional African masks. Focus on how African cultures use masks to 
represent spirits, animals, or ancestors. 

• Objective: To reflect personal identity through the lens of African mask design. 

4. African Mask Sketchbook 

• Challenging Task: Create a sketchbook page featuring 4 different traditional 
African mask designs. Annotate each design with information about the tribe, 
region, or culture it comes from. 

• Objective: To build an understanding of the variety of African mask designs and 
their cultural origins. 

 


