
Year 8 Home Learning Menu – ART 

 Autumn term 

Half term 1 

Research ‘Living Jewels’ in Nature 

• Beginner Task: Research and choose an insect species known for its bright colours or 
jewel-like appearance (e.g., butterflies, beetles, or dragonflies). Write a short paragraph 
explaining why these insects are referred to as "living jewels." 

Objective: To understand the beauty and diversity of insects through research. 

2. Insect Colour Study 

• Intermediate Task: Choose a vibrant insect and create a colour study using different art 
materials (watercolor, colored pencils, or pastels). Focus on capturing the iridescent 
and metallic colours of the insect. 

Objective: To develop skills in observing and replicating complex colour patterns. 

3. Create an Insect-Inspired Jewellery Design 

• Advanced Task: Design a piece of jewellery (e.g., necklace, brooch, or ring) inspired by 
an insect of your choice. Use the shapes, colours, and textures of the insect to influence 
your design. 

Objective: To combine creativity with natural forms, using insects as inspiration for 
jewelry design. 

 

4. Symmetry in Insects 

• Challenging Task: Draw an insect, paying special attention to its symmetry. Insects 
often have perfectly symmetrical body shapes, which is key to their beauty. 

Objective: To explore symmetry in art by closely observing natural forms. 

 

Half term 2 

1. Insect Collage 

• Beginner Task: Create a collage of a "living jewel" insect using a mix of materials 
(magazines, fabric, coloured paper). Try to recreate the texture and color of the insect’s 
body and wings. 

Objective: To experiment with textures and materials in art. 

 

 

 



 

2. Insect and Pattern Design 

• Intermediate Task: Create a repeated pattern using the shapes and forms of insects. 
Think about how their body parts (wings, antennae, legs) can be stylized and turned into 
decorative patterns.   

• Objective: To explore how natural shapes can inspire patterns in art and design. 

 

3. Insect Close-Up Drawing 

• Advanced Task: Choose a close-up image of an insect (e.g., the eye of a dragonfly, the 
wings of a butterfly) and draw or paint it. Focus on the intricate details and textures. 

Objective: To enhance observation skills by focusing on the fine details of insect 
anatomy. 

4. 3D Insect Model 

• Challenging Task: Build a 3D model of an insect using recyclable materials (e.g., 
cardboard, foil, or plastic). Focus on recreating the delicate and intricate details of the 
insect's body, wings, and legs. 

Objective: To develop skills in sculpture and construction, using natural forms as           
inspiration. 

 

These homework tasks will help Year 8 students explore the beauty and complexity of insects 
through various artistic techniques, while encouraging creativity and observation of natural 
forms. 

 


