
Art 

Year 9 Home Learning Menu – Autumn term 

Half term 1 

1. Famous Portrait Artists Research 

• Beginner Task: Research and write about a famous portrait artist (e.g., Leonardo 
da Vinci, Frida Kahlo, Pablo Picasso, or Chuck Close). Include information about 
their style, techniques, and a famous portrait they created. 

• Objective: To understand the history and diversity of portraiture in art. 

2. Self-Portrait Drawing 

• Intermediate Task: Create a self-portrait using pencil. Focus on proportions 
and the details of your face, including eyes, nose, mouth, and hair. 

• Objective: To develop observational skills and accuracy in drawing human 
features. 

3. Expressive Portrait 

• Advanced Task: Draw or paint a portrait where the facial expression conveys a 
strong emotion (e.g., happiness, anger, fear, or surprise). Use colour, shading, 
and exaggeration to enhance emotion in the portrait. 

• Objective: To explore the connection between facial expressions and emotions 
in portrait art. 

4. Cubist Portrait 

• Challenging Task: Create a Cubist-inspired portrait in the style of Pablo 
Picasso. Break the face into geometric shapes, with multiple perspectives or 
viewpoints. Use bright, contrasting colours. 

• Objective: To experiment with abstraction and non-traditional approaches to 
portraiture. 

 

Half term 2 

1. Portrait in a Different Medium 

• BeginnerTask: Create a portrait using an unconventional medium (e.g., collage, 
digital art, fabric, or clay). The portrait should still capture the likeness and 
personality of the person. 



• Objective: To encourage creativity and experimentation with different materials 
in portraiture. 

 

 

 

2. Famous Figure Portrait 

• Intermediate Task: Draw or paint a portrait of a famous historical or 
contemporary person/celebrity. Research their personality, achievements, and 
public image to inform how you capture their likeness and personality. 

• Objective: To understand how portrait artists convey the essence of a person 
beyond just their appearance. 

3. Distorted Portrait 

• Advanced Task: Create a distorted or surreal portrait, altering the facial features 
in an exaggerated or fantastical way. You can stretch, twist, or resize parts of the 
face to make it more interesting. 

• Objective: To explore distortion and surrealism in portraiture while maintaining 
recognizable human features. 

4. Portrait with Symbolism 

• Challenging Task: Create a portrait that incorporates symbols reflecting the 
personality, interests, or background of the person. For example, include 
objects, colours, or patterns that have meaning for the person. 

• Objective: To learn how to use symbolism and visual metaphors in portraiture. 

These assignments will help Year 9 students explore various portrait styles and 
techniques, while also encouraging personal expression and creativity. 

 

 


