
Year 9 Autumn Term 1
Diversity and Inclusion in the Expressive Arts

Playwright Research contemporary playwrights who contribute to diversity in theatre. Explore how 
these playwrights represent diverse voices, cultures, and experiences in their work. 
Choose a play by one of these playwrights and analyse how it addresses themes of 
diversity and inclusivity. Write a review or create a presentation discussing the impact of 
diverse storytelling in modern theatre.

Director Research the concept of inclusive casting and its importance in modern theatre 
productions. Explore examples of directors who actively promote diversity through their 
casting choices. Create a visual presentation or written report that examines the impact 
of inclusive casting on representation and audience engagement in theatre.

Designer Research costumes designers known for their work in representing diverse characters 
on stage or screen. Investigate their design approaches, use of cultural symbolism, and 
representation if identity through costume designs that celebrate diversity and 
inclusivity in the expressive arts.

Actor Research actor training programs that emphasise diversity and inclusivity. Explore how 
these programs prepare actors to portray diverse characters authentically and 
respectfully. Write an essay or make a presentation that highlights the importance of 
diversity in actor training and its impact on the expressive arts industry.



Year 9 Autumn Term 2
Careers in the Expressive Arts
Playwright Research different careers in playwrighting and scriptwriting. Explore the skills and 

qualifications needed to become a professional playwright or scriptwriter. Create a 
career guide leaflet or presentation that outlines various career paths based around 
writing or research for theatre or film. It should include educational requirements and 
tips for people aspiring to achieve one of these roles.

Director Research careers in theatre directing. Explore the responsibilities of a director, skills 
require and different paths to becoming a professional theatre director. Create a visual 
presentation or written report that highlights career opportunities, challenges, and 
insights into the world of theatre directing.

Designer research careers in theatre design, including set design, costume design, lighting design 
and sound design. Explore the roles and responsibilities of each type of designer, 
necessary skills, and educational pathways. Create a leaflet or presentation 
showcasing different career options in theatre design and proving guidance for aspiring 
designers.

Actor Research careers in acting and performance across theatre, film, television and other 
media. Explore the skills, training and experience required to pursue a career as an 
actor. Create a career exploration video, presentation, or written report that discusses 
various career opportunities, challenges and strategies for building a successful acting 
career.



Year 9 Spring Term 1
My Favourite Performers

Playwright Choose a favourite playwright, poet or singer whose works you admire. Research their 
background, notable work, themes and contributions to the industry. Write a poem, script or 
song in their style or create a presentation that discussed why you admire them and how their 
works have influenced you.

Director Select a favourite director whose productions or films you enjoy. Research their directing style, 
notable productions/films and directorial techniques. Analyse how their directorial choices 
enhance the storytelling and impact of the performances. Create a visual presentation or 
written report that highlights key aspects of their directing style and why you find it compelling.

Designer Research your favourite costume of set designer whose work you admire. Explore their design 
portfolio, notable projects and artistic influences. Analyse how their designs contribute to the 
overall aesthetic and storytelling in theatre productions. Create a portfolio or presentation 
showcasing their designs and discussing why they resonate with you.

Actor Choose a favourite actor or performer whose work you admire in theatre, film, or television. 
Research their acting career, memorable roles and achievements. Analyse their acting style, 
character portrayals, and the impact of their performances on audiences. Create a biography 
poster, multimedia presentation or written report detailing why this performer is your favourite 
and how their work has influenced your appreciation of acting. 



Year 9 Spring Term 2
The Expressive Arts and I

Playwright create a short play script that draws inspiration from a significant moment you’ve had 
with the expressive arts. Write an analysis explaining how your personal experiences 
with the expressive arts influenced the themes and characters in your play script.

Director Choose a scene from a play of movie that resonates with you personally. Direct and 
stage the scene, infusing it with your artistic vision and directorial choices. Consider 
how your experiences with theatre or film have shapes your understanding of direction. 
Write a director’s reflection discussing how your personal insights and experiences 
influences your creative decisions during the rehearsal and staging process. 

Designer Design a set or costume that reflect your experiences with the expressive arts. Consider 
themes, colour, and textures that resonate with you personally. Create sketches or 
digital renderings of your designs and explain how your experiences with theatre or film 
design influence your artistic choices. 

Actor Write a reflective essay or create a video about your journey and experience in the 
expressive arts. Discuss how participating in drama, music, art, dance or theatre 
productions has influenced you personally and artistically. 



Year 9 Summer Term 1
Collaboration within the Expressive Arts

Playwright Research how playwrights collaborate with directors, actors, and designers to create a cohesive 
theatre production. Develop and write a script with other Playwrights collaboratively. Write an 
essay or create a presentation reflecting on how collaboration influences the final script and 
what you learned from working together as well as showcasing your ideas.

Director Working with actors (classmates) select a scene and collaboratively direct it. You may wish to 
assign roles such as director and assistant director. Plan and rehearse the scene together, 
making collective decisions about blocking, pacing and interpretation. Document the process in 
a journal highlighting the importance of collaboration. 

Designer Form a team with classmates to design the set, costumes, lighting and sound for a hypothetical 
theatre production. Each team member should take responsibility for one aspect of the design. 
Research how professional designers collaborate to create a unified vision. Create a 
collaborative visual presentation of physical model of your collective designs, showcasing your 
designs and explaining your processes.

Actor Work with a group of classmates to perform a scene from a play. Film or perform the scene and 
write a reflection on how collaboration among actors contributed to the success of the 
performance, including any challenges faces and how they were overcome. 
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