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Headteacher's Message

The longest half term has passed and students and staff are now ready for a half term break, As you will
see from the contents of the newsletter, it's been a busy half term both in terms of learning and extra-
curricular experiences,

¥You will be aware that one of our aims this year is to share positivity about our students with
parents/guardians and one of our ways of doing that is to make a positive phone call to our families.
Between 3.30 and 3.45 on Mondays, teachers have been making phone calls to share positive news about
our students and over the last half term nearly 190 phone calls have been made. This means that a fifth of
our parents/guardians have received a positive phone call about their child. We know from the feedback
to our teachers that parents/guardians have appreciated these calls. We will be continuing these over the
year so please do answer the phone if you happen to receive a call from the school between 3.30 - 3.45
on a Monday afternoon!

Students can also receive a positive pen from the Headteacher. They receive this for demonstrating our
school values in an excellent way and can be nominated by any member of staff. | have been very pleased
over this half term to share 24 positive pens to very well-deserved young people who were equally
pleased to receive them. Their names are in the following page of the newsletter,

Some parents attended our information evenings at the start of the year. Thank you to those of you who
did attend and in particular to those who gave feedback about the evening. We have taken onboard the
comments and will be looking at different ways of communicating the information next year,

If you are interested in finding out more about the school self-evaluation and school improvement plans,
they are summarized on our website. Please follow the link to read these: School Improvement Plan |

Ysgol Penglais School

Key Dates

Year 12 & 13 Mock exams - D91 272024 to 1371252024
Carol Concert - 11/12/2024

Certificates Evening - 18/12/2024

Year 11 mock results - wic 16/12/2024

Year 9 Progress grade 1 - December 2024

Last day of term - 20/12/2024

Christmas holidays - 23/12/2024 to 03/01/2025

* Autumn Half term - 28/10/2024 to 01/11/2024
Students return to school (Week 1) - 04/11/2024
Year 12 Parents Evening - 14/11/2024

Year 11 Mock exams - 25/11/2024 to 06/12/2024
Year 12 Progress grade 1 - November 2024

Year 10 Progress grade 1 - November 2024

Year 10 Parents evening - 05/12/2024
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Positive Pens

Students who have received a positive pen:

Year T:
Mari

Ava
Mason
Eric
Charlie
Mya
Jinan
Rhiannon

Year 8:
Isabelle
Isla

Mia
Freddie
Yashaswi
Sioned
Arthur

Year 9:
David
Chenkai
Alexandra
Mancy

Bryony

Year 10:
Timeea
Alexis

Year 11:
Michael

Year 12:
Erin
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Library News

This half-term has been extremely busy in Penglais School Library. The new Year 7 students are eager and
enthusiastic to experience all that the Library has to offer. We started off the term with Year 7 Library
inductions where the students are introduced to the Library and advised how to use it fully. Year 7
students then receive an English lesson once every two week cycle which gives them further opportunity
to return and obtain a new book to read. Book borrowing figures for this half term are the highest they
have ever been with nearly 1000 books borrowed so far!

FPenplacRasen Black History Month Display showcasing

some super reference books.
Yagod Penglals Library
Oipaning Thmes

il ™

Penglais Readers Book Group Menday &15- 830

Book talk, reviews & recommendatisns Tuesday 8:15-3:20
Baakiih activities and crafts Wednesday 8:15- 4.15
Create diiplays i he liIBrary and chroughout fgmeoael Thiurs d;r:l| B-18- 3:20
Fromote reading 1o the whole sghaod Fr Id]:" BE15- 3715

Plan dpeclal literary themed snenld 1o Lika place

PLEASE SEE THE LIBRARIAN FOR DETAILS
EVERY TUESDAY LUNCHTIME IN THE LIBRARY

Homework Club on Mondays med Wndnesdays

Over 40 students got involved in HP
Book Day which involved de-gnoming
the garden, Niffler's treasure hunting
and deciphering owl post! The Library has also been running a
Young Writers poetry competition . Thank
you to all those students who entered.
Entries have been sent off and we will let

Penglais Readers Book Club takes place every Tuesday you know Iif we have any successful
lunchtime and has an abundanca of new members. Hare are young poets!

just some of the activities which we have done over the past 8

waeks: -

¢ Bookmark making

* Banned Books Week

* Bookspine Poetry

# Black History Month Quiz

* Decorating the Library for the Harmy Potter Book Day
+ Hallowean and Gothic Genra Kahoots

Pleasa sea Mrs Kennady if you are interestad in joining Panglais
Headers
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Canolfan NI News

Students in Canoclfan Ni have been busy developing their cooking skills this term. They have enjoyed foraging
around the school grounds, as part of cur outdoor learning curriculum, and made some apple and blackberry
CUpCakes.

Students have also been getting creative with their cooking using pumpkins! We would like to say a BIG thank
you to Morrisons, Aberystwyth, who have kindly donated vegetables and pumpkins that the students have used
to make soup and pies.

Inclusive Sports
Students have been given the
opportunity to take part in a
wide range of inclusive sports
this term. Thank you to Lee
Coulson, who has organised
a wvariety of activities for
students to try. Students
have really enjoyed trying all
of the different sports this
half term - but archery has
been a huge hit!

Work experience
Students have been busy after returning to their work experience placements,
learning valuable skills. The aims of the work experience programme at
Canolfan Ni and in the Hearing Resource Centre (Canolfan ¥ Bryn) are to:

+ develop students’ personal and employability skills

- create an enthusiasm for work in the community

+ build relationships between our school, employers and students

- provide students with the opportunity to engage with people in their
COMmMU NIty

Thank you to all of the local businesses for supporting our work experience
programme. Our students are really enjoying attending these placements
which are only made possible due to the support of our local businesses.
Diclch!
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Creative Faculty News

WJEC Construction Level 1/2 Students make and donate planters to Bronglais Hospital

In the latest practical carpentry unit, students
from the W]EC Construction Level 1/2 course have
been hard at work creating handcrafted planters.
Working in small groups, they applied their
previous knowledge and skills, gained from earlier
practical tasks to this outdoor project.

The experience not only gave them a chance to
develop their craftsmanship but also fostered
strong teamwork as they collaborated to complete
the planters.

We are proud that the finished planters have been donated to Bronglais Hospital's ¥ Banwy ward, which has
recently relocated to Hafan ¥ Waun. The planters will help brighten the ward's outdoor spaces, bringing a
touch of nature to the hospital environment.

Pictured are two of our students handing over one of the planters to Band 7 Ward Manager Anita Wadelin
and HCSW Chellsea Evans, who were thrilled to receive this thoughtful and practical gift. This project has not
only allowed our students to demonstrate their carpentry skills but also to give back to the local community.
Congratulations to all involved!

Ysgol Penglais School Little Shop of Horrors Production
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Food & Nutrition News

On Monday 14th October Michelin starred chef Nathan Davies
came into school to deliver a presentation workshop to our year
11 GCSE Food and Nutrition students. Nathan is the former head
chef of 5Y23 in Aberystwyth and has appeared on the television
series ‘Great British Menu’, reaching the finals in 2022 representing
Wales,

As part of the year 11 assessment work, students are asked to
produce three dishes in three hours with appropriate sides and
accompaniments and there is a strong emphasis on the
presentation of the final dishes. Nathan gave us some very useful
tips that were worth considering discussing plate sizes, colours,
textures, smells and height of ingredients. He showed us how a
couple of his signature dishes were plated up including an Asian
inspired mackere| dish and a burnt onion starter.

He also shared some of his insights into the industry and how
students can enter the profession, the travel opportunities and the
increase in the rates of pay for hospitality jobs.

MNathan has promised us that he will visit us again later in the year
to further support the year 11's as their assessment work reaches
its pressure point. We would like to express our thanks to Nathan
for giving up his time so generously and supporting our students.

Metball

It has been fantastic to see such great attendance to netball club this half term, both the lower school and
upper school clubs have seen students from all year groups attending and training hard. Students have been
working on developing their skills and using them in the game situations.

This half term we have had fixtures for our Year 8 and Year 10 teams. We played 4 matches against
Penweddig, Bro Teifi, Aberteifi, and Henry Richard. Year 8 won three of their matches and just missed out
against Bro Teifi, whilst Year 10 have developed well as the half term has gone on and got a well-deserved win
in their last match against Henry Richard school.

| have been so impressed with all of the student's hard work and determination in both the matches and
training. Mrs 5 Johnson - PE Teacher
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Sixth Form News

LUCAS applications 2024/25

This autumn 18 of the Year 13 Sixth Form cohort applied to university by the UCAS Early Deadline. These
included students applying for Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Medicine, Oxford, Cambridge and for
specialist music degree programmes. We have been delighted by the university responses so far. Already
ten of the eighteen applicants have received at least one offer, and in one case an unconditional offer. Not
only have they received offers, but many of them from highly prestigious universities, including The
University of Glasgow, the University of Manchester, The university of Bristol, The University of Liverpool,
Cardiff University and Heriot-Watt. Several more students are close to completing their applications, and we
anticipate several submitting soon after the mid-term break. We congratulate those who have received
offers, and look forward to more good news. We wish all our students the very best of luck with their
applications.

Macmillan - Thank you for Baking A Difference

Qur 6th Form students organised a coffee morning for staff and &th form students, and raised a fantastic
sum. This means that they have been able to donate £500 this year to the Macmillan charity.

It’s brilliant that your school organised a coffee morning to raise money for Macmillan again this year, it's a
great way to get people together and support people living with cancer. We hope you all enjoyed some
delicious cake. Thank you for your donation of £500.

*Thank you so much for your ongoing support for Macmillan. Your school has raised £4,831.64 to date to
support people living with cancer. This could help run our Online Community forum for almost a full week,
In this time, 13,525 people affected by cancer in the UK can give emotional and practical support to each
other on anything to do with cancer - from treatments, to coping with everyday life, to the death of a loved
one, We really can’t thank you enough for your support.” Macmillan charity
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English News

Year B Speech Event
During the summer term, all year 8 students completed A Project for our Future in their English lessons.
Students analysed the way that writers and poets respond to the climate crises and then created their own
persuasive speeches.

Hywel Griffiths, from the Department of Geography and Earth 5ciences at Aberystwyth University, provided
information on the impact of rising sea levels and potential solutions. This data was invaluable as students
responded to a brief to write a speech to convince local residents about the need for sea defences in
Aberystwyth. The brief was set in partnership with Kerry Ferguson, local businesswoman and previous Mayor
of Aberystwyth.

Towards the end of term, students presented their speeches and each class nominated a representative to
present in the final to gain the title of ‘'most persuasive speaker’ in year 8. We are so grateful to Kerry Ferguson
and ex-student and poet Imogen Davies who agreed to judge our final. Each representative presented and their
peers provided valuable feedback.

Congratulations to all the finalists: Marcus, Lacey, Niamh, Army, Chloe, Esme, Sarah, Shay, Millie, Anisha, Taras
and David. A special congratulations to Tyler who stepped in to read 5arah’s speech as she'd lost her voice on
the day of the final! After much deliberation, our judges selected Anisha and Amy to be crowned ‘most
persuasive speakers. They received a specially designed trophy and cinema wvouchers to mark their
achievement. Lastly, thank you to Miss Fiona Hill for creating the traphy,

The competition will run again this academic year in March 2025 for our current year 8 cohort,
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Modern Foreign

Languages News

Year B and 9 have been enjoying their
Mandarin taster lessons, led by our Confucius
Classroom assistant from Beijing, Mrs Ren,
where they have been learning to speak the
basics of the language, writing Mandarin
characters and even learning how to use
chopsticks correcthy!

Year 11 enjoyed sampling Spanish and Mexican food, including
tortilla espafiola (Spanish omelette), chorizo, jamén serrano,
queso manchego (cheese), aceitunas (olives) and making e,
Mexican burrito wraps with arroz picante (spicy rice) .‘,
guacamole, salsa de tomate and queso (cheese)!

Le Journal De JOE
LES CHORISTES ol

Year 9 pupils have enjoyed writing about the
French film they have watched ‘Les Choristes’,
Here is an example of work by Joel Soosai Mathan,
Year 9 who has written his film review in French.
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On the 26th of September we celebrated European day of
languages with many different fun activities. We had our own
mini film festival with films shown in Spanish and French at
lunchtime, a treasure hunt of European flags around the
school and a quiz when teams of pupils came head-to-head
with challenging questions on languages.
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Kenya Expedition

Summer 2024

Two years ago, nine students were inspired by
Camps International to sign up for a truly
memorable expedition to Kenya. The first week
was spent at the Athi River Camp in MNairobi
Mational Park. Here we helped to clear a wildlife
corridor, made gabions, went litter picking and
installed lion deterrent lights for a local farmer to
protect his livestock.

Cur next home was Camp Muhaka. Here we were
taken on a rainy forest walk to plant trees in lost sacred
woodland and to learn about the local plants. We also
made bricks by hand which would later be used to
renovate homes and classrooms. Cultural highlights
here included making chapattis and eating freshly
picked coconuts,

www.penglais.org.uk

Mext was the idyllic Camp Tiwi, on the shores of the
Indian Ocean. Here we helped to build a traditional
mud hut for a family who would otherwise be
homeless. We also learnt how to make delicious
cardamom and coconut doughnuts called mahambri.

Qur final stop was a week at Camp Tsavo. Here we created
elephant deterrent fences to combat human-wildlife conflict.
We dewormed 103 goats and enjoyed meeting the local
women's group set up by Camps International to combat
poverty in the area by making elephant dung paper to sell in
their shops. The last three days were spent hiking to the top of
the Marungu Hills, watching the sunset after a game drive and
going on safari in East Tsavo Mational Park. After 28 days it
was time to say Kwaheri Kenya and return to Aberystwyth with
a new sense of gratitude for our pampered lifestyles.




Student Achievements

Justin Bennett's Residential Gliding Scholarship

Justin was the only one out of the nine Scholars allowed to land in the

rain and the only one to do a koop-the-loop. That was done from 1,900

feet. The Scholarship was worth circa £4k and paid for by Boeing with

the selection process undertaken by The Air League® .

Landon Gliding Club have an emphasis on safety and glider pilots are !I‘
/

trained what to do in an emergency, such as but not restricted to: a
straight or turning stall, or a tow cable that doesn’t detach and has to
be severed. Including bailing out after a lightning strike or an impact
by another aircraft.

We are very prowd of Justin's achievement and the two instructors
looking after justin considered him to be a lovely human being and a
fabulous pilot who has the right aptitude. The Senior of the six

instructors wants him to re-apply. The Gliding club said that if his

') .-#' Jl.l h“""-._
including dealing with an emergency. ’
been much longer, but they had to land to let another Scholar have \ ;Ir

instructor collapsed then justin could safely fiy and land the glider,
Justin's longest gliding flight was 1 hour 4 minutes, and could have
her go.

Pearce Race Series 2024

It was the final of the Pearce Downhill Mountain Bike Race Series 2024 on 29th September and Esme, a Year 9
student, came joint 3rd with points and then finished 4th following a tie-breaker, For her first series in a 13 -18 age
category with all the girls put together, | think that's a fantastic result to be 4th in the UK! Congratulations to Esme on
a tremendous result.
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Urdd News

[!]IEE

Aelodaeth yr Urdd 2024-25
Hoffi perfformio, coginio neu Like performing, cooking or
drin gwallt? Rhan o dim hairdressing - and more?

chwaraeon?
The Urdd offers opportunities

Mae llawer o gyfleoedd gyda'r to compete, go on trips and

Urdd i gystadlu, mynd ar practise your Welsh too.
dripiau ac ymarfer eich
Cymraeg hefyd. Go to Join | Urdd Gobaith

Cymru to become a member
Ewch i Ymuno | Urdd Gobaith for 2024-25 or for more
Cymru i fod yn aelod ar gyfer information. E10 or £25for a
2045-25 neuam fwy o family of three or more.
wybodaeth. E10 yrun neu £25 i
deulu o dri neu fwy.

L AL "
www.penglais.org.uk @PenglaisSchool f Ysgol Penglais School | %, @PenglaisSchool_



Careers News

¥sgol Penglais Rally Club

The students have Ilearnt how to co drive using notes from
ONTHEPACEnote. This is a company that wrote the pace notes for Rali
Ceredigion and do lots of other events too. The students learnt the codes
and what the symbols, numbers and letters meant. They paired up as a
driver and co driver and using tape on the go kart steering wheel got 1o
grips with the numbers of the bends using the video on the screen that
was kindly sent by Craig fromm ONTHEPACEnote of in car footage. This
club is wvery well attended and we are wvery grateful to
OMNTHEPACEnote.co.uk by Killian Duffy and Craig Parry for all their

support. hitps://onthepacenote.co.uk/

Ysgol Penglais School Rally Club
Rali Ceredigion 2024

RALI ot
CEREDIGION

Aber 551-552

ONTH E_Ff_EI;Enutp.cn.u
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Ysgol Penglais Open Evening

The Open evening was very well attended with a
vibrant atmosphere around the school and great
subject information in the classrooms to inspire our
future students. Thank you to everyone that attended,
you made the evening a huge success.

Roedd noson agored yn boblogaidd iown gydag awyrgylch
bywiog o amgylch yr ysgol o gwybodaeth wych yn yr
ystafelfoedd dasbarth | ysbrydoeli ein myfyrwr yn ¥
dyfodal, Diolch | bowb o fynychodd, roedd yn wych efch
mweld chi yna!
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+2#MATHS FOR
ADULTS WALES

Free Maths
courses for

Parents &
Carers across
Ceredigion

*;:‘;'=._.:_;.TF '_I“r';;_ .-I::.-.I_. __Fr__ﬂ____!
In Person. Live Online. On Demand. GO
Maths & Parents & Carers 02920 697129
@ Helping Primary & Secondary or click here to
School pupils with Maths EXPIEss your interest

£ Understanding Maths in The

Mew Curriculum
“ Supporting children with homework
2 Usetul resources for Parents & Carers

Go to mathsforadultswales.com for
more information about our courses

mfaw@equaleducationpartners.com
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++MATHS |
OEDOLION CYMRU

Cyrsiau Maths
rhad ac am ddim
ar gyfer Rhieni

a Gofalwyr ar
draws Ceredigion

Mewn person. Yn fyw ar-lein. Ar alw. ) :-"I: - = L ;:'_ AL S

Maths  Rieni o Gofalwy 02920 697129

¢ Helpu disgyblion Cynradd ac reu cliciweh yma | fyneg
Uwchradd gyda Mathemateg eich diddordeb
< Deall Maths o fewn y
Cwricwlwm Newydd
“ Cefnogi plant gyda gwaith cartref
4 Adnoddau defnyddiol | Rieni
a (ofalwyT

Ewch | mathsforadultswales.com
am fwy o wybodaeth am ein cyrsiau

mfaw@equaleducationpartners.com
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