Ysgol Penglais School

01970 624811

01970 625830
admin@penglais.org.uk
www.penglais.org.uk

12 Nov 2024
Dear Parent / Guardian,
Transport to & from school

Now that we are into the winter months, and the clocks have changed, | attach the following
information on transport to and from school. Please read through the transport information that
is relevant to your child / children to help with the safety of students arriving to and leaving the
school site. Students are expected to be on site by 08.40 and in registration or assembly by
08.45. The final lesson of the day finishes at 15.15.

a) Bus

We have over 20 school buses bringing students to/from school. It is the law that seat belts are
worn at all times on the bus journey to and from school. It is also a requirement of students who
live over 3 miles from school and have a bus pass to be on a school bus, that they carry the bus
pass each school day. Parents/Guardians can apply for bus passes through the Ceredigion
Council website, the following link contains information on school buses and applying for a bus
pass School Transport - Ceredigion County Council.

As we approach winter it is important that all students on a school bus with a pass have their
pass, so that if a bus has to leave the site early, for example due to poor weather, that we know
the correct students to get the message to. If any students entitled to a bus pass and using a
school bus does not have a bus pass, or has lost one, please apply for a bus pass immediately.
If a student has changed address and needs a new bus pass this needs to be applied for quickly.

Any student travelling on a bus is expected to remain seated, and to behave appropriately at all
times on the bus so that they do not distract the bus driver and that they do not put themselves,
or others, in danger. The link above contains further information on the travel code.

There are two buses students can pay to use each day to get from Aberystwyth and Penparcau.
These are the YP34/38 and YP39. There are limits on how many students can be allowed on
these buses. At the end of school, if these buses are full then students will need to contact you
if they are to be collected from school. If they do not have a phone, they can go to Student
Services, and they will contact you.

It is also a school requirement that once students in Years 7-11 are dropped off by a bus on the
school site that they do not leave the site, and at the end of the day they go straight to their bus
and do not leave the site first and then return to the bus.

b) Car

We ask parents/guardians NOT to drive on the school site to drop students off in the morning,
unless there is a medical or other reason, and that this has been agreed with the Head of Year
or the Additional Learning Needs co-ordinator first. At the start of school, we have to manage all


https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-transport/

the school buses, staff cars and students walking in on site through either the Cefn Llan gates
or front gates. There are two main pedestrian crossings where students are vulnerable to moving
vehicles, and each extra car moving on site presents an extra risk to those walking into school,
and to the buses and taxis on site.

If travelling by car, the safest place to drop a student off for school is on the school side of the
road a short distance from the school gates, either on the Waunfawr road or heading downhill
on the Cefn Llan road. It is particularly dangerous for any vehicle to drive up Cefn Llan and for
children to get out on the university side of the road where there isn’t a pavement. Students can
be dropped off on the double yellow lines on Cefn Llan, but vehicles can’t wait in these areas
for the end of the school day.

There are yellow lines close to the school gates where cars are not to stop, any cars in these
areas can block buses from exiting the site and limit visibility for pedestrians. Please do not park
or perform ‘U-turns’ n the school gateways in the morning as this affects access to the site and
please do not drive into the staff car parks.

c) Walking

Many students walk to and from school. There is one raised crossing area on the Cefn Llan
road, by Brynamlwg, and two raised crossing areas near the front of school. It is important
students use these crossing areas, so they are not stepping out between other parked vehicles
on the road, and they must be aware that they must wait to cross as pedestrians do not have
priority on these crossing. Students walking must give their full attention to other road users, and
not be listening to headphones or using their mobile phones whilst they are crossing roads and
arriving at junctions. Again, as we enter the winter months it is helpful if they can be reminded
about the importance of having a warm waterproof coat, and ideally with hi-visibility marking.

d) Cycling

We have a bike shed at the front of school, by Reception, and a bike shed in the Sixth Form
staff car park by Cefn Llan. Students can bring bikes to school, but they must dismount at the
school gates and push these to/from the shelter whilst on the school site. Again, we advise
students not to wear headphones whilst on bikes, and it is also a good idea for them to wear
high visibility jackets. Skateboards are not allowed in school as these pose much greater safety
risks.

We have staff on duty on the school site each morning and afternoon, and we ask for your
understanding and co-operation to help us maintain the safe transport for students to and from
Penglais School.

Yours faithfully

P J Jones

Mr P Jones



