December
Newsletter

PENGLAIS SCHG,
CSTRENGTH
ccuRAGE '“5'4*?1"

B
“4R0gR crypoes OO
'SE0L PENGLAS

Headteacher's Message

It is such a pleasure to read through the newsletter this half term. It summarises and celebrates the
achievements of our students over the last two months as well as the number of different opportunities
students have at Penglais. Whether your child enjoys sports, music, drama, writing, reading, history,
international languages, nature or design technology, there have been many opportunities for students to
be involved in events and competitions. Well done to all students who have taken part in the various
activities.

This is, of course, in addition to the quality learning that goes on from day to day in the classrooms. The
new curriculum for Wales, which is now delivered in Years 7, 8 and 9, provides students with challenging
and interesting topics to learn and skills to develop. One of our main ambitions as a school is to develop
the resilience and independence of our students and the curriculum is geared towards giving students the
opportunity to do so in their learning. We are also developing our way of teaching to make sure that all
students engage in their learning; using mini whiteboards is an excellent way of ensuring that every
student takes part and tries to answer the questions, and it's also a good method for teachers to check all
students’ understanding. It's lovely to see these being used in most lessons on our daily walk around.
Please also take time to read about our new Home Learning policy in the newsletter.

Of course, for students to learn well they need to be in school as much as possible. Unfortunately, there
has been a lot of illness this half term which has impacted students and staff. | hope that the new year will
bring less germs! The following document link /s-my-child-too-ill-for-school.pdf gives advice regarding certain
illnesses and what action should be taken.

| hope that everyone has a joyful and happy Christmas and enjoy spending time with family and friends.
We look forward to seeing our students return on Monday 6th January.

Nadolig Llawen!

Key Dates

e Students return to school (Week 2) - 06/01/2025

Year 11 Parents Evening - 30/01/2025

¢ Sixth Form Open Evening - 09/01/2025 * Year 9 Parents Evening - 13/02/2025

* Year 8 Progress grade 1 - January 2025 * Year 9 Option deadline - 20/02/2025

* Year 11 Progress grade 2 - January 2025 * Year 12 Progress grade 2/full report - February 2025
* Year 13 Progress grade 2/full report - January 2025 e Spring half-term - 24/02/2025 to 28/02/2025

* Year 9 Option Evening - 16/01/2025 e Students return to school (Week 1) - 03/03/2025
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https://penglais.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Is-my-child-too-ill-for-school.pdf

Music News

It has been a busy term in the Music Department! There has been plenty going on, both inside and outside of
school. If you'd like to get involved, do come speak to Mrs Rhys or Miss Luff about where you could fit in. If
you'd like to keep in touch, search for ‘Cerddoriaeth Penglais Music’ on Facebook or If you'd like to contact the
music department, please do send us an email rhysré@penglais.org.uk.

Christmas Concert

On Wednesday, 11th December, we had the pleasure of performing at the Ysgol Penglais Carol Service in
Llanbadarn Church. The evening was a resounding success, featuring over 100 talented students from Year 7 to
Year 13.

The event showcased a variety of performances, including the Junior Choir, Senior Choir, Penglais Orchestra,
Penglais Brass Band, Jazz Band, and several outstanding solo performances. Highlights of the evening included
the premiere of an original composition by one of our Year 13 students and a sneak peek of a song from our
upcoming production, Little Shop of Horrors.

We are thrilled to announce that the evening raised an incredible £493.31! This amount will be used to
purchase microphones for future concerts.

A heartfelt thank you goes to all the students and staff for your hard work and dedication, and to the parents
and guardians for your unwavering support. These events wouldn't be possible without you. Thank you for
making the evening truly memorable!

W
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Music News

On Tuesday, 17th December, a
group of Penglais students took
part in the Ceredigion County
Choir and Orchestra during the
Ceredigion Music Service
Christmas Concert at
Aberystwyth Arts Centre. It was a
truly remarkable evening, and we
are immensely proud of our
students for representing
Penglais so brilliantly at the
county level. Da iawn pawb!

In November, Jona, one of our talented Year 12 Music students, released his new song “Heb Os Nac Oni
Bai”, which was featured on BBC Radio Cymru. The song is now available on Spotify, and it’s truly fantastic—
be sure to give it a listen!

Mawrth 6 - 8 March
4 2025

Booking opens in
January!

> i

This term, we were thrilled to welcome Steff Rees, the lead guitarist and singer from the band BWCA, to our
school. He has been working with our GCSE and A-Level students on pop songwriting, providing invaluable
guidance and inspiration.

Below are some of the talented students who had the opportunity to participate.
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Sports News

Gymnastics

Congratulations to Owen Jac, a student in year 11 who represented and
competed for Team Wales in Sevran, Paris for the International Tumbling French
Cup. Owen competed against over 12 countries including Argentina, Belgium,
Canada, Denmark, England, France, Greece, Ireland, Poland, Portugal, Scotland,
Ukraine and USA. Owen was competing internationally for the very first-time
finishing 14th overall in the male 15-16yrs age category. Arbennig!

Rugby

Pictured to the left are year 11 students Austin and Josh who were selected to
represent Ceredigion Schools U16. Austin and Josh who both play for Aberystwyth
Rugby club were selected following year long trials based on their performances in
training and league matches.

Year 8, 9 and 10 girls attended a rugby tournament on Nov 27th in Aberaeron. It
was a first taste of rugby for many of the girls who learnt new skills, socialised with
other schools and grew in confidence throughout the day.

Swimming
Many Penglais students from Aberystwyth swimming club competed in this year's Swim Wales regional
competition. They were William, Kaya, Alys, Oli, Wilf, Elsa, Victoria and Ivan.

William qualified in 5 events and competed in 3, gaining a top ten spot in one and just missing out in the
other two.

Kaya qualified in 9 events and competed in 7 races. She gained 6 personal best times and 2 top ten
positions.

Alys qualified in 8 events and swam in 5 races. She gained 3 personal best times.

Oli, after months of recovering from his broken shoulder, qualified for 10 events and gained 5 personal
best times, and 5 top ten positions.

Wilf qualified for 7 events and swam in 5 races. He got 2 firsts in 100m and 200m breaststroke, 2nd in 50m
breaststroke and one top ten position.

Elsa qualified for her first ever regionals in 3 events and competed in all 3 races. She gained 3 personal
bests and one top ten position.

Vicky qualified in 7 events and completed in all 7 races and gained a personal best in her 50 back, and one
top ten position.

Ivan qualified and competed for possibly his last regionals with the club. He qualified for 6 events and
raced in 3. He gained one personal best and achieved top ten in all 3 events.

Swimmers who also qualified but who couldn’t make the event were Evie who qualified in 3 events, Alanna
who qualified in 2 events after starting her competition journey a couple of months ago and Daniel who
qualified for 3 events. We are very proud of all our swimmers to have achieved such high standards and
qualifying for this very tough competition.
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Sports News

Hockey

A disappointing season for the U16 hockey team this year, as poor weather and pitch conditions caused
many of this year’s fixtures to be cancelled. The team managed to play Penweddig, Henry Richard, Aberteifi
and Bro Teifi U18 teams which were challenging but served as good practice before the County U16
tournament, where Penglais came 3rd place in their pool, but missed out on playing in the semi-finals.

Football

A mixed season for Penglais this year, as all bar one boys team made a county semi-final however only Year
10, who have become County champions, and Year 9, who play Bro Teifi in the County final, made it past
that round. Year 10 will now enter the National round of 16 after Christmas and hopefully Year 9 will join
them in playing football into 2025.

A big congratulations must also go to Gioele, Sol, Connor, Liam, Dewi and Dhayne in Year 10, who have
been selected to play for the Ceredigion U15s squad. Also, a big congratulations to Cian (Year 8) and Harry
(Year 7) who were also selected for their respected Ceredigion age groups.

Girls football played 2 fixtures in the group stage of the Welsh cup. One against Aberaeron and one against
Llanfair Caereinion.

They beat Aberaeron 5-0 and drew to Caereinion 2-2 so unfortunately did not progress to the knock out
stages of the competition.

EAL News

We are delighted to announce that Tivon has completed the Young Interpreters Scheme and is now a
proficient mentor for any new arrivals at the school. This training involved four hour-long training sessions
in the EAL Base to understand the role of a mentor to new EAL pupils. Alongside the EAL department,
Young Interpreters are able to help newly arrived pupils feel welcome and settle in the school. They do not
need to speak the first language of the pupil as they will use a range of ideas modelled during their training
to communicate. We look forward to welcoming new students from abroad (and the UK) so that we can put
Tivon's new skills to good use!

We are so proud of Misha who GOOD, CETTER, BEST! B |
entered a national short story YourSTORY EN100 WORDS
competition and won a £15 HighiycmmendedﬁertiﬁcutﬁofParticipa.tinné
Amazon voucher. His story will be (S cartiiate s proLCl) BESRaiaes:
published in a book. Well done

. For participating in Barnardo’s Short Story Gompetition
Mishal! in celsbiration of World Mental Heslth Day
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Sixth Form News

Year 12 Seren trip to Llanelli on 17 Oct 2024 - Student experiences

Layla E

Exploring the opportunities that Seren offers at the Llanelli welcome trip opened my eyes to the variety of
workshops, masterclasses and university trips | can get involved with. The speakers were really
informative and enthusiastic, and it was inspiring to understand that we have access to so many resources
to help us fulfil our future ambitions. It was also really supportive to know that alongside like-minded
people, there is a chance to be fully equipped to apply for a top university. One key point | took away was
to put myself forward for any opportunities that Seren posts because it could be enjoyable and beneficial
for the process. The day truly raised a rounded comprehension of the essence of the Seren programme
and how we can make the most of the year ahead.

Desislava R

The Seren trip to Llanelli was loads of fun. | learned a lot about the Zero Gravity network and gained
valuable information about upcoming events organised by Seren that will benefit my future. Additionally, |
met a lot of exciting people and the experience of being in a room with people alike me was extraordinary.

Charlie L

| went in not knowing much about Seren as I'd only joined a few weeks earlier. All the staff welcomed
questions and | took the opportunity to ask about the Oxbridge residential at break. We had talks about
the masterclass series, university residentials, studying medicine and doing apprenticeships from Seren
staff, head students, a university student and a lawyer. | thought Seren’s goal at this meeting was to
inspire us to be more ambitious in our next steps in life. The way to do this, they said, is by taking every
open day, talk, residential or masterclass offered, to expand our knowledge and work out what it is we
want to do. The last talk was a theatre director talking about his studies. He had failed his all-science A-
levels twice but decided to come back to sixth form to do a completely different subject. This time he
passed and went on to work in theatre in the US. His message was never to give up and to always look for
a way out of the “pit of doom”, as he explained. Going round the room, he asked students what their
aspirations were post sixth form. Some, with whom | identified, did not have an answer. | now know the
opportunities offered will give me an insight into after school studies and help me understand the specific
subjects | could be studying long-term. Overall, this Seren trip was relatable, motivating and informative.

LilyJ

On the 17th of October, the Seren program invited year 12 pupils including myself and others from across
Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire, and Ceredigion to an open event in Parc y Scarlets in Llanelli. This
experience included a series of talks from a range of topics including medicine and engineering. There was
also an opportunity to ask current year 13s that are a part of the program about Seren and how it was
beneficial for them towards their UCAS applications. The event was very informative and gave an excellent
insight into different career paths and skills including confidence and motivation! It encouraged learners
to make the most of the opportunities that Seren throws at you to really strengthen your personal
statement next year.
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Library News

If you are struggling with present ideas this year then
please consider gifting a book to your children and MERRY
families. A book is truly a gift that can be opened and CHR’STMA‘S Aibonl 1sia

enjoyed time and again.

Pick one of the books from our suggested seasonal
reading list or visit your local bookshop for ideas.

If you are having a pre or post Christmas sort out and

have any good quality, age appropriate books then e W,

please consider donating them to our school library; Al
where all our students will be able to access and .

enjoy them.

gift you can
open again
and

Big book club thanks go to Arthur Year 8, who
prepared and presented a PowerPoint and quiz on
medieval weaponry to our book club members. The
session was thoroughly enjoyed by all and it was
lovely to see the support that book club members
have for each other. Well done Arthur!

Ea
i
B

COMPETITION
118 YEAR-QLDS
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Congratulations to B Penglais School students who have won a
Young Writers poetry competition and the opportunity to have their
work published in a poetry anthology. They were each presented with
a Certificate of Merit jor Writing and a commemorative bookmark.
Well done to Rhiannon. Tilly. Jewel. Nancy. Lexie. Gabriel. Lily and Eve.

a
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: ¢ i _ﬂﬂ-lblllllimlIﬁlﬂmiH We love this time of year as we get to test our book
.|l|||l|| = T : - i »  knowledge with the National Book Tokens Hidden
Iﬁl}ﬂ,ﬁ A Books game.

Can you find all 20 book titles?

) Find the book titles with National Book Tokens'
AT M Hidden Books Game
3

A

www.penglais.org.uk @PenglaisSchool f Ysgol Penglais School X @PenglaisSchool_



https://hiddenbooks.nationalbooktokens.com/default.aspx
https://hiddenbooks.nationalbooktokens.com/default.aspx

Mandarin News

Trip to London: Silk Route exhibition, the British Museum and School of Oriental and African Studies

During October half-term pupils studying Mandarin went on a trip to London to visit the Silk Route exhibition at
the British Museum, they were also given a tour of SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies), explored
China town and ordered their food using Mandarin and learning Chinese table etiquette.

Here are some of their impressions:-

The most interesting thing | learnt at the exhibition was that even 700AD ordinary people were aware of and
understood other cultures and regions, and could think of themselves as part of a global community of people,
thanks to trade facilitated by the silk routes. One of the objects | found most interesting was the coin which was
inscribed with writing in multiple languages as it shows how the silk roads resulted in a mixing of cultures and
customs. (Elsa)

The most interesting thing | learnt was that Arabic was preceded by so many different languages and that Spain
was under Arabian rule for a period. My favourite object in the exhibition was the Sanskrit-Mandarin translated
book, as the Sanskrit looked really cool and seeing the ancient Chinese characters was very interesting. (Emily)

My favourite part was learning about the ship that sank, thousands of years ago but that porcelain and
chinaware remained in perfect condition when it was discovered. (Niamh)

| learnt how extensively the goods along the Silk Road had travelled, including countries such as Japan and
other central-Asian countries. (Arwen)

.\"-Z_ - }I'
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Owain Glyndwr

Society Writing competition

Ysgol Penglais has proudly celebrated the success of its students in the prestigious Owain Glyndwr Society
Schools Competition, with Vihaan winning the top prize in the Secondary Schools section. Tasked with
writing a compelling newspaper article on one of the historic battles of the legendary Welsh leader Owain
Glyndwr, Vihaan captured first place, earning himself a certificate and a prize of £50. His exceptional entry
also secured an additional £50 for Ysgol Penglais.

Vihaan's winning article is a reflection of his deep understanding of Welsh history and his skill in bringing a
centuries-old story to life for a modern audience. His insightful piece stood out among entries from
secondary schools across Wales, impressing judges with its research, narrative style, and historical
accuracy.

In addition to Vihaan's success, four other talented students from Penglais were highly commended for
their impressive entries: Finn, Edward, Lili and Lacey. Their work was praised for its quality, creativity, and
engagement with Glyndwr’s story, demonstrating the school's strong commitment to promoting Welsh
history and heritage.

Owain Glyndwr, a national hero and the last native Welshman to hold the title Prince of Wales, led a
rebellion against English rule in the early 15th century. His battles and legacy are key chapters in Welsh
history, inspiring pride and identity across generations. The Owain Glyndwr Society’s annual competition
encourages young people to delve into this critical era, fostering a love for history and storytelling in the
process.

Congratulations to all the students for representing Penglais with such dedication and skill.
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Hearing Resources News

Work experience in Llanerchaeron National Trust

3% Students have continued with their work experience in the walled gardens of
‘M2 Llanerchaeron NT this year. There have been a wide variety of amazing tasks over
B8 the Autumn term ranging from helping to maintain the native fruit trees and
& learning a lot about the different varieties of trees, planting spring tulips and
B daffodils, harvesting vegetables and drying seeds for use the following year,
i making willow frames for herb beds, learning about making organic compost, re-
potting seedlings and making scarecrows. Much of the work also helps students
to develop their own school garden and complete their ASDAN and life skills
work.

In December, students will also be helping staff at the Christmas fayre, selling mince pies and warm drinks to
staff and visitors at the event. This is a great opportunity for students to build on their confidence and
communication skills working with the local community.

We are truly grateful to all the staff at Llanerchaeron for their warm welcome and for passing on their
knowledge and experience to all of us.

National
Trust

National
Trust

National
Trust
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Hearing Resources News
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: Coelir ¥, Cambrian
B Anian ¥ Wildwood

Students have enjoyed attending Cambrian Wildwood this autumn and winter over a 6-week period as part
of their ‘Ambassadors Project. The lovely team at Cambrian Wildwood have provided us with amazing
opportunities to learn new skills and make beautiful things whilst immersing us in our stunning landscape
and teaching us about nature.

Each session begins with a team game like ‘Otters and Herons', ‘Sparrow and Sparrow hawk’, and ‘Disco
detective’. This activity is then followed by yummy snack time around the campfire and a wellbeing chat.
The first activity is often out in the woodland helping the centre to look after the many different
ecosystems. Lunch is always an amazing campfire cooked meal followed by an afternoon activity which is
often a bushcraft activity. All of the activities teach the ambassadors about nature and conservation and are
recorded in a booklet. In the first week the students helped by stripping bark off wood so that it could be
used to build a new outdoor shelter. After this they made homemade lip balm scented with foraged flowers
and herbs whilst sitting around the campfire. Other activities over the following weeks included moving
larch logs in wheelbarrows to the new wood shelters, cutting brambles from around young trees, planting
heather seeds in marshland and making bird boxes.

The afternoon bushcraft activities included a wellbeing walk, collecting berries, leaves and sticks to make an
autumn nature mobile, collecting birch twigs to make Halloween brooms and making pencils from hazel
tree branches. Ambassadors learned how to use lots of different tools safely and made some amazing
bushcrafts. They also learned about identifying trees, leaves, nuts and berries as well as how to name the
different vegetations and animals they came across...they even saw where the pine marten was feeding in
the woodlands!

This has been a wonderful opportunity for students to develop team working and problem solving skills and
build their confidence in the outdoors whilst learning about our fantastic Welsh countryside.
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Hearing Resources News

Travis Perkins plc

Magne

Better. By design

HUWS ~ GRAY |

TESCO

Community Grants

Hearing Resource Centre help to develop the school eco-garden

Students in HRC have been working hard at developing the school eco-garden so
that it can be used for ASDAN and Life Skills learning. Students contacted a local
YouTube gardener, Huw Richards, for advice and to help develop a design that
would be fit for purpose. Following Huw's visit, students then started canvassing
local businesses to request help so that they could start to redevelop the garden

space. Iy
23

Several local businesses kindly donated equipment, materials and labour so that the
first phase of the garden project could be complete and the garden ready for use in
the Autumn term 2024. We are extremely grateful to Magnets for donating materials
for building foundations, to Travis Perkins for donating bags of shingle, to Huws
Gray for the donation of a garden shed and to The Celtic Café Boys, Lampeter for
the kind donation of gardening tools and coffee grounds. We also wish to thank Mr
Colin Thomson for his hard work joining the ‘HRC construction team’ over the
summer so that the garden would be open in time. This was a true community and
team effort that will hopefully continue on to Phase 2 later this year. }/‘
&= J

As part of this eco-project, a bid was also submitted to the Tesco Community Grant
and was taken to the Royal Welsh Show for crowd funding over the 4 days in July
2024. 1t was later announced that the eco-garden project was awarded £1,500 from
this grant application which will be used to develop the garden further over the
following months.

www.penglais.org.uk
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Hearing Resources News

Llanerchaeron Christmas Fayre - Enterprise Project

Pupils from the Hearing Resource Centre volunteered to help at
the Llanerchaeron Christmas fayre which was held from Friday 6th
December to Sunday 8th December. Unfortunately, due to Storm
Darragh, the fayre was only able to open on the Friday, but it was
still a very busy day with visitors and customers buying their
Christmas gifts and having a mince pie and warm drinks as they
wandered around the stalls.

Pupils also had their own table to sell some of their Christmas
gifts that they had been making as part of their Enterprise project,
learning about costs, selling prices, profit and loss. They made lots
of different Christmas gifts from painted snowman stones,
scented lip balms, decorated tealights and build-your-own
snowman packs. All money raised will be used for their SmilLE
Therapy programme which helps pupils to gain confidence
communicating in their local community.

Successful application on the Tir Coed Sustainable Woodland Management Course for HRC pupil
Skylinn has been successful in gaining a place on the Tir Coed Sustainable
Woodland Management and Outdoor safety course which starts in January. She
was required to attend a 5-day taster course, learning how to make woodland
steps, be safe using tools and identifying different trees, before she was offered a B&&
place on the course. '
The course will teach a wide range of skills such as, managing a woodland
sustainably, coppicing, felling trees and small-scale timber extraction, making green § }
wood crafts, identifying trees, plants and animal species and identifying hazards
and assessing risks when working outside.

This is an intensive course running for 2 days a week over a 12-week period at a
woodland within Ceredigion. As part of the course, trainees will be eligible for Level B
2 accreditation with Agored Cymru by completing a digital workbook that supports
and evidences their learning. We wish Skylinn success on her course in January.
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Community News

On Friday 29th of November the charity Sustrans came into school and delivered a Dr Bike event for all our
students and staff at Ysgol Penglais. Students were able to bring their bicycles into school and have them
serviced and repaired by qualified bicycle mechanics for free. We had 9 bikes given to Sustrans that were all in
need of repairs. Thankfully all 9 bicycles managed to have a thorough service and repair works carried out
making them safer for use on the road.

Sustrans also delivered an assembly to year 8 & 9 students on the importance of active travel and how the
method we use to travel into school can affect our environment and our health.

Sustrans has committed to working with us at Ysgol Penglais and will be working with the sixth form team and
the wider student body again later this year.

We would like to say a big thank you to Sustrans for their support in this event.
December Attendance Draw

Every day there will be a draw to see who wins chocolates - and on the last day of term there will be a draw for
bigger prizes (details below!)

We are really grateful to the following businesses for their donations:

¢ Window Doctor have donated FOUR £20 One for All vouchers (which can be used in different stores)
e Libanus Cinema have donated 2 cinema tickets.

¢ The Arts Centre Cinema have also donated 2 cinema tickets.

* Subway on Waunfawr have donated a voucher for a meal for 2 people.

* Y Gornel Café in town have donated a £20 voucher for their café.

Thank you for your support and on behalf of the school students we are very appreciative.
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Design Technology News

In November, our Design Technology workshops in Penglais were buzzing with creativity as Year 3 students
from Plascrug visited to design and build their own rally cars!

As part of their school project on Rali Ceredigion, electric vs. petrol cars, and transport, the students used
inspiration from Welsh rally star loan Lloyd, one of the most talented up and coming drivers in the UK,
following in the wheel tracks of Welsh rally hero and FIA World Rally Championship star Elfyn Evans. They
created vibrant rally car graphics before bringing their designs to life in our workshops.

With tools like glue guns and pillar drills, and new skills like sanding and wood finishing, the students
crafted their very own rally cars. Along the way, they learned about the safety features of a rally car, with
Miss Hill, a Rali Ceredigion co-driver! She even let them try on a rally helmet, use a HANS device, and some
even had a go at reading pace notes. Each student got to take home their personalised rally car!

A huge well done to these young designers—future engineers and rally stars in the making!
#RaliCeredigion #DesignTechnology #YoungDesigners #RallyCarCreation

Sy’
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Student Achievements

Robert Kronfeld Scholar; Justin Bennett receiving his Scholarship Certificate and 2024 Scholar Badge from
Sir Christopher Harper KBE FRAeS the President of the Air League at the recent Awards Reception held at
the Aeronautical Society in London.

Sixth Form students being treated to
pizza and chips before helping in
Open Evening

Ysgol Penglais School Sixth Form Prefect Team
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Home Learning

Penglais School Home Learning 2024-25

This year we have embarked on introducing home learning to replace homework. Ms Nancy Jenkins was
employed for the year to research and develop solutions to homework. Following thorough and wide-
ranging research into the effectiveness of homework, as well as feedback from parents, students and staff
it was felt that this shift in approach will encourage students to develop independence and resilience and
support them to become more effective learners for life. Research shows that developing intrinsic
motivation, giving students choice about what to learn and giving them the tools to organise their own time
will be essential for life after school. There are many examples of students embracing their home learning
opportunities this term, and these are being celebrated widely across the school community.

What is Home Learning?

Home learning is learning completed outside the timetabled curriculum (lessons) independent of the
subject teacher. Home learning plays an important role in developing students’ self-motivation to further
their knowledge, understanding, and skills in subject areas. Home learning also enables the consolidation,
retrieval and revision of knowledge and understanding developed in lessons. Teachers will provide
students with engaging, well planned, and purposeful home learning tasks that include an element of
choice, creativity, and independence.

All home learning is grounded in the four principles below and develops the characteristics of independent
and resilient learners.

Principle One: Self- Motivation
* Home learning should build the self-motivation and independence of students, furthering their learning
outside the classroom.
This supports students to work on their own and adapt to new challenges.

Principle Two: Embed Creativity
e Home learning should enable students to extend the knowledge and skills acquired in the lesson,
providing the opportunity to be creative and develop out of the box thinking.
This supports students to adapt to new learning challenges or environments.

Principle Three: To Build Resilience
* Home learning is essential in developing resilience in completing learning without the direct support of
a teacher, parent/ or guardian.
This supports students to work on their own, and with others, and accept that getting things wrong is part
of the learning process.

Principle Four: To Establish a Culture of Learning
¢ Students are to place value in engaging and completing home learning as part of the daily routine that
supports the culture of high expectations within the school.
This helps students to try their best in all learning opportunities and respond to advice and feedback.

W

www.penglais.org.uk @ @PenglaisSchool f Ysgol Penglais School | » @PenglaisSchool_




Home Learning

What do we expect of home learning?
Our basic expectations of home learning are that:
* Home learning should give regular opportunities for students to have autonomy in choosing different
types of tasks that are purposeful and challenging
* In year 7,8 & 9 home learning menus will be used but other types of homework including retrieval
quizzes may also be part of home learning
¢ All students in years 7, 8 and 9 are expected to complete home learning, which will be celebrated when
done rather than sanctioned when not done.
All home learning menus are available on our school website. We are regularly reviewing the impact of
home learning on the motivation and progress of all students. If you would like to ask any questions
regarding this, or would like to forward any feedback please contact Ms R. Allen by emailing
allenr8@penglais.org.uk

Celebrating Home Learning

Independent & Resilient Learners

This year, the Penglais school community are supporting each other to become Independent and Resilient
Learners. The qualities of Independent and Resilient learners have been researched and discussed and
are finalised in the poster that has been published to the school community. All year groups have received
an assembly about independence and resilience, including why it is important; students have been asked
to reflect on how they can become more independent and resilient.

Teachers and support staff are developing strategies that will support students to develop independence
and resilience in their learning, and lives outside school. It would be great to see students understanding
independence and resilience and taking steps to be more independent and resilient in the forthcoming
year.
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Home Learning
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