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Headteacher's Message

Spring should have sprung by now and although we may not see much spring-like weather we are certainly
seeing our students blossom and develop in different ways. Academically, our Year 13 students are
receiving offers from universities and now have a clear goal to achieve in their A Level results. You will see in
the newsletter that some of our Year 11, 12 and 13 students are fortunate to take part in many different
experiences which enhances their learning and support their ambitions. It is wonderful to see the students
who are part of our A*A group in Year 11 as well as many other Year 11 students, showing their ambition,
developing resilience and starting to put in the hard work that is required to achieve the grades they desire.
In Years 7, 8 and 9 we have seen many students demonstrate their ambition in various ways this half term
whether through their classwork, their home learning work or in activities outside the classroom. We have
had many external speakers and theatre groups in this half term, who have been very complimentary and
positive about the students’ engagement and attitude.

As a school, one of our priorities is to develop the Welsh ethos within the school and give more
opportunities for students to speak Welsh and hear Welsh at Penglais. Most Year 7 students now receive
bilingual PE lessons, and some receive their DT lessons through the medium of Welsh. You will see in the
newsletter that we have extended our library stock to include a selection of Welsh medium books, including
ones for learners, so a great opportunity for students to develop their Welsh reading. Some of our staff are
also taking weekly lessons to learn Welsh and we will all be aiming to use more incidental Welsh in the
corridors and in the lessons. It is important for students to recognise that the community is multi-lingual
and that learning Welsh now will be a real benefit for them when they look for jobs in the future.

The cast for our annual musical are certainly blossoming as they come into their last week or so of
rehearsals. If you haven't yet booked your tickets for The Little Shop of Horror, please do so quickly! There
are four performances, including a Saturday matinee with a British Sign Language interpreter for the show -
a first for Penglais. They should certainly be a musical to remember.

| hope that everyone has a restful half term, and we look forward to seeing all students return on Monday
3rd March.

Key Dates

e Students return to school (Week 1) - 03/03/2025

Year 10 Mock exams for Science & English - April 2025

* Year 7 Parents Evening - 13/03/2025 ¢ Year 11 PP3 report - May 2025

* Inset Day - No students in school - 21/03/2025 * Year 7 PP2 report - May 2025

* Year 8 Parents Evening - 27/03/2025 * Year 12 PP3 report - May 2025

¢ Year 9 Full report - May 2025 e Easter holiday - 14/04/2025 to 25/04/2025

* Year 13 PP3 report - April 2025
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English News

Twas the night before the last day of term and all through
the Arts Centre, over 100 Year 7 & 8 students were enjoying
a trip to see the Youth Theatre's production of A Christmas
Carol'.

Year 8 had been studying the Dickens classic since
September and the trip provided the perfect opportunity to
see the story played out on stage. A Christmas Carol is one
of the many new texts that have been added to the English
curriculum in the past three years. Whilst the story is
familiar to many, the language is challenging and gives
students the chance to really consider how an author
creates meaning through the language choices they make.
Students also discuss Dickens’ social message and how that
affects his writing.

The production brought the story to life and it was
particularly positive for students to see their peers treading
the boards in such a professional way. Behaviour was
exemplary and the English department would like to thank
all the teaching assistants who provided their support,
making the trip such a success, along with the staff at the
Arts Centre for accommodating.

What a way to start the Christmas holidays!

On Tuesday 4th February, 41 Year 8 students visited the Hay
Festival tour (Scribblers) at Aberystwyth Arts Centre.

| loved it! Especially the author Steve Camden. He was interesting
and quite interactive. What really stood out for me was when he
made a whole story called ‘French Toast' by collecting ideas from
students. After lunch, we had the session with Dr Lucy Gough, a
professor from the university who writes audio dramas which
before then | had never heard of! | enjoyed listening to audio
dramas and learning about the genre. Overall, | loved this trip and
would love to go again! Naomi, Year 8

| also went to Scribblers at the Arts Centre on February 4th! |
loved it and I'd like to go to the Hay Festival in May! After an
introduction, we were introduced to Steve Camden. We had a
brainstorm session and made up a town called Catville. Following
the break, we were then introduced to Liz Ryder who encouraged
us to make up a story from only a stone with a hole straight
through it! Mine ended with the rock falls through a hole in my
pocket, the rock being swallowed by sand along with my arm as |
try to grab it. All that was left of me was my face on a missing
poster! Lacey, Year 8
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Media News

This half term, the Media department was visited by Screen Alliance
Wales who provided a film workshop for Year 13 students to support
them as they prepare to create their audio-visual product as part of
¢ A their final coursework. A huge thank you to ex-student Rhys Bebb for
v providing this workshop along with a session on film marketing for

.‘ Year 10 Media students and an introduction for Year 9 students who
are considering GCSE Media as an option. The Year 13 session is
described below by student Ella.

SCREEN ALLIANCE WALES"

Through attending the media workshop, | gained a much wider understanding of the importance of the
small technical details which go into, and contribute to, a media production. Firstly, we were taught the
importance of camera angles and how they are used for different genres. In particular, we learnt how the
horror genre has specific technical camera codes which are used to convey fear and suspense in the
audience. We carefully went through each camera shot of a cartoon horror movie as an example. To get a
better understanding of this, we were asked to do a group task where we filmed three sequence shots
which created a feeling of suspense. Through doing this, it helped us understand the importance of how an
angle can change the meaning of a scene.

We also discovered how audio is used to keep sound cohesive and consistent in all scenes of a production.
We were shown that if the sound was not kept the same from frame to frame and scene to scene, the
quality of the entire production would be negatively impacted. Finally, we were shown the importance of
music and how the use of different music can change the meaning of a scene. For example, the same series
of clips were shown twice with the same facial expressions and dialogue, yet one showed horror music and
the other romantic music. This demonstrated how choosing the correct music for a production is essential
in conveying its message to the audience.
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Sports News

Sponsors

Penglais PE Department would like to express their heartfelt thanks for the generous donations from local
businesses for the purchase of new football, netball and rugby kits. Their support has made a significant
difference to our students, as it not only provides uniform, but fosters teamwork, encourages school spirit and
enhances the overall experience for our young athletes.

Representing school and committing to training and matches develops confidence and a sense of pride and
helps nurture the talents and aspirations of our students.

Diolch yn fawr iawn to MW Scaffolding for sponsoring the U18 football team, Ffigar Sports for U16 football,
CBW Property management for U15 rugby, Penglais PTA for the girl's netball dresses.

Ski Trip to Sestriere in Italy, January 2025

The school trip was a resounding
success providing students with an
exciting and memorable experience.
Over the course of the trip, students
improved their skiing skills through
expert instruction, and many
students stepped outside their
comfort zone to conquer new
challenges on the slopes. The event
fostered team work and
camaraderie, as students supported
one another throughout the trip. In
addition to skiing, students had the
chance to bond during aprés ski
activities enhancing the overall spirit
of the adventure. The trip was a
wonderful opportunity for students
to create lasting memories while
developing new skills.
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Sports News

Football News

Congratulation to the following students on
their selection for the girl's county football
teams: Molly, year 7 and Kali in year 8 who
both play for the under 13 team. Nancy in year
9 plays for the U14 team and Hannah in year
10 was selected for the U16 team.

Their hard work, dedication and skill on the
field have truly paid off and we're incredibly
proud of their achievement. We hope you
continue to be passionate and inspire others
to play.

BMO Coaching have a girls only soccer session during the half term holiday for students in Year 7-9 on
Wednesday 26th Feb. This will take place at Aberystwyth Town FC. Croeso i bawb, all welcome.

U15 Welsh Cup

The U15 football team made an impressive run to the last 16 in Wales. In a hard fought match against
Caereinion School, Powys and despite their best effort, they were defeated 2-0. Both teams were evenly
matched with competitive play on both sides, but ultimately the opposition’s clinical finishing made the
difference.
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Sports News

Swimming

Congratulations to Kaya in year 7 who qualified for the regional swimming competition that was held in
Swansea earlier this month. The competition was over 3 days, involving a total of 9 races. She had 6
personal best times (200IM, 100 Free, 50 Free, 50 Back, 50 Fly, 50 Back) and 1 bronze medal (in 100m
butterfly) - in 8 races she qualified for.

We are exceptionally proud of her achievement.

Wilf, one of our year eight students, has enjoyed a wave of success in the
swimming pool recording a plethora of personal bests and winning
medals in swimming competitions over the last few months.

Wilf has won a remarkable 14 gold medals since the autumn. His
personal best times mean he is currently the No1 ranked Welsh swimmer
for his age in the Breaststroke at 50m, 100m and 200m.

Wilf competed at the Swim Wales Winter Championship in early
December (until it was interrupted by Storm Darragh) having qualified to
race in all three breaststroke events. Since then, Wilf's success has
continued into the new year with three more gold medals, in the 100m
breaststroke, 200m breaststroke and the 200m individual medley at the
Nofio Sir Gar swimming gala in Carmarthen in January.

Now Wilf is working hard to continue his winning streak, as he goes on to
compete in the Regional Long-Course Championship (50m pool), and is
targeting race spots at the Welsh National Championship which will be
held at the National pool in Swansea in April 25.

Cross Country

Congratulations to Yasmin year 7 and Oli year 10 who represented Ceredigion in the Dyfed Cross Country
championships held in Haverford West last month. Yasmin came 7th in her age group and will go on to
represent Dyfed in the Welsh Schools Cross Country Championships held in Brecon next month. Arbennig!

Rugby

In January, we made it through to the knockout stages of the WRU bowl. We were drawn against Penweddig
and played them down in Penweddig on a rare glorious day in January. The pupils put in a tremendous
account of themselves and at one stage lead the game 14-12 after 50mins. Unfortunately, the game ended
38-21 to Penweddig but the improvement in performance and score line from the previous encounter in
September 2024 was a huge testament to the pupils. Tries were scored by Dom, Mikey and Noah. A very
proud Mr Roberts after the result!
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Sixth Form News

Pelican Programme at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge

Two of our Year 12 students have been lucky enough to be accepted onto the Pelican Programme 2025 at
Cambridge University for History and Classics. The programme runs for six months and consists of
fortnightly online discussion groups for specific subject groups, and ends with a residential event for
participants at Corpus Christi College in the summer.

Eithne:

I'm part of the History course of the Pelican Programme run by Corpus Christi Cambridge. | have an hour-
long seminar that takes place every two weeks and in preparation for this, | am given pre-reading to do. In
these seminars, there's a group of six of us who discuss and debate the source material we've been given.
So far, we've looked at Japanese society in the 16th century and our discussion has centred around a source
from the time. I'm really enjoying this programme and I'm hoping to further develop my ability to discuss
and debate as well as analyse sources and think critically.

Bronwen:

| am delighted to have been given the opportunity to be a part of the Pelican Programme, as part of the
Classics stream. With this opportunity | hope to better understand what being a classicist takes, and to
explore the subject in greater depth than | have been able to do so far. So far as a group we have looked at
three different translations of the opening verse of Homer's "Odyssey" and compared them. We then tried
to decide how to judge the accuracy of a translation, and therefore decide which was the most accurate. It
has been a very challenging but enjoyable experience so far and | am looking forward to the rest of the
sessions.

Oxford Trip for Year 11 & 12

Students from Year 11 and 12 visited New
College Oxford as part of the scheme to support
them in making realistic applications to
competitive universities.

New College Oxford's Step-Up Programme
Visit: https://www.new.ox.ac.uk/step-up
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Sixth Form News

Sixth Form Open Evening

Penglais Sixth Form is a friendly, dynamic and inspiring environment for learning. Students are supported by an
enthusiastic, specialist and experienced team who support and advise students. Our "taster days" for Year 11
students will be held on June 25th and 26th. Please attend if you would like to make an informed choice
regarding your future destination. Contact Mr Joe Barnes if you would like to attend
Barnes|232@penglais.org.uk

Bronwen and Kiani represent Penglais as Youth Council Chair and
Welsh MYP

They presented a series of questions and discussed key topics of
importance to young people with Ben Lake; MP, Clir Bryan Davies; CCC
Leader, Cllr Wyn Thomas; Cabinet Member for Education and Elen James;
Chief Education Officer. They made a hugely positive impression. They
discussed matters such as transport, university education, Welsh language
and challenges facing health services.

After that, Newyddion Ni, S4C wanted to film a short news bulletin on the
‘reading well for teenagers’ scheme that has recently funded some mental
health and wellbeing books for young people. Bronwen showed great
insight and understanding about a range of topics and was a credit to the
school.
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Parent Information

ParentPay
A reminder to all parents to ensure that your child's ParentPay account is kept topped up to allow then to
purchase food from our canteen as we are a cashless school.

Canteen

As the canteen can be busy at break and lunchtime, it is important that your child has their dinner card when
they visit the canteen. If they do not have a card, or have lost it, please ask them to come to Reception to
organise a replacement; this will keep the queues down in the canteen for all students and avoid unnecessary
delays.

Lost Property

We are going to have a Lost Property table out in the foyer at break and lunchtime at the end of each half
term where students can hopefully find their lost property. We will ask Form Tutors to remind the students
and if we can ask you to remember to label property, it will make it much easier to get it back to the students.

Reporting absences/appointments
If your child has an appointment or is not going to be in school due to illness, please let Student Attendance
know by calling 01970 621124 or by emailing attendance@penglais.org.uk

Messages for students

There has been a significant increase in the number of calls and answerphone messages we receive from
parents/guardians asking us to pass messages on to their children during the school day. This is problematic
because it causes disruption to the teaching and learning in the classroom; it takes time from our
administration staff and we cannot always guarantee that messages will get through to students. Can we
please ask that parents/guardians make arrangements for after school with their children before they come
to school. We cannot guarantee that we will able to pass messages on to children during the day.

Bus Passes
The Corporate Passenger Transport Unit for Ceredigion County Council has asked us to pass on this message:
e All entitled students must carry their bus passes daily and show this when asked
e They should only travel on the bus allocated
e They should only travel once they have received a confirmation email from Ceredigion County Council
stating that their child is eligible to travel.
e If parents have not had an email they are not to travel on buses until email confirmation has been
received
e Students are not allowed to use other buses for travel to relatives or with friends. Alternative
arrangements should be made by parents.
Please apply online at www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-transport/ or by following
this link School Transport - Ceredigion County Council

If a student has lost their bus pass a charge of £3 will need to be paid by phoning CLIC on 01545 570881
giving student details, date of birth and school attending. Therefore, it is important that all contact
details for your child are up to date with the school.
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Student Achievements

lzzy - Certificate for best effort Taylor and Aled - Certificates Congratulations to Odai, Sarah,
at HCT and Poppy - Certificate for 100% attendance on the Ahmed, Hudhaifah, Hanzalah, Arina
for most improved at HCT Carpentry course and Khrystyna who sat GCSE exams

in Arabic, Urdu and Russian
respectively and all achieved the
highest grades. Well done!

Lucy Cavendish Academic Attainment Programme

The Lucy Cavendish Academic Attainment Programme (AAP) has been a thoroughly engaging opportunity
which benefits my current A-level and future studies. It is offered through application by one of the Cambridge
colleges with the idea of reflecting the thinking and teaching approaches embodied by Cambridge and other
top universities. We have regular subject-enrichment sessions that have supported each stage of the
curriculum as they are subject-focused and academically stimulating.

Within the programme, the university readiness sessions have been particularly useful in preparing us for
what to expect from university life, building a strong application and understanding how we can further
explore our interests. They also foster the importance of communication skills through peer discussion groups,
in which we are encouraged to think critically and discuss real-life debates, which also helps with confidence. |
look forward to upcoming subject taster sessions and the supra curricular exploration project which will be a
chance to deepen my curiosity for the course | choose at university. With weekly updates from the friendly &
motivating outreach team, this programme is truly exciting and rewarding.

Layla - Year 12
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Library News
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Library News

Tickets for our production of Little Shop of Horrors are now available via our TicketSource page
www.ticketsource.co.uk/ysgolpenglais
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