UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY TIPS

General Information

Open days are generally in two periods: June and July and September to November.

You will normally need to book a place to attend an open day, and universities generally
release the dates January to March; have a look at their websites and start planning.

It is best to try to visit a couple of universities in the summer of Year 12 as your autumn
term in Year 13 will be very busy. Plus, open day dates often clash, and you may not be
able to visit all your favourite options in the autumn.

The deadline for UCAS applications will be the 15% Jan 2026 but you can apply any time
from September 2025 (Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Medicine
deadlines are the 15th October 2025).

Some universities offer only 1 to 2 open days per year and others 6 to 8.

Most universities also hold Offer Holder/Visiting Days for students who have had offers.
Most open days are Saturdays or Sundays, but some are mid-week. Mrs Elgood will
usually give you permission to attend / travel to an open day on a school day if you ask.
There is often financial support available for those on low incomes to pay the costs of
attending open days - check the relevant university website, or ask Mrs Elgood about
possible financial support from school (e.g. Lillian Bell Trust).

Remember

You are there to ask questions and find the best fit for you; don’t be shy, ask staff about
what makes their course special/different, ask students what the best and worst things
are about that university.

Every university is there to sell itself over the others you may visit. It should be an
enjoyable day but don’t take everything at face value. Free ice cream, tote bags and pens
are lovely but don’t let them influence you.

Just about every university is top of some sort of ‘Best List’; don’t fixate on this.

Overall, the most important thing is that you like the overall feel and atmosphere and
this can be difficult to predict until you actually visit. However, there is lots of very
practical information that you also need to gather during the open day before you can
decide if it’s the right place for you.

You don’t have to rush into making your choices and it’s always a good idea to come back
and visit again for an Offer Holders’ day a few months later.




Things to ask about

Teaching, course structure, module choice and assessment

What is the face-to-face contact time on the course? Humanities is typically just 6-10
hours a week; science and engineering is 14-20 hours a week; vocational degrees, such
as Nursing or Theatre Technician, can be 30+ hours a week.

Are lectures recorded and available to students afterwards? Some universities are now
moving away from recording lectures as they feel it negatively impacts attendance and
motivation. Others take lecture videos down after one week.

What are the core/optional modules and what is the overall degree focus? Look at
them carefully and compare them to your other potential university choices. The same
subject can be taught very differently at two universities of a similar ranking e.g.
Computer Science is much more Maths-based at some institutions and much more
Engineering-based at others.

Do the 2" and 3™ year modules appeal to you? Look beyond first year (where there is
often less flexibility in terms of modules) and have a think about which specialisations
you might like to study.

How is the course assessed? Written exams, ongoing coursework, group projects,
practicals? What is the percentage for each kind of assessment?

What are the penalties for late submission of assignments? Common policies include
taking off 1% for every hour work is late, or 20% for every day.

What happens if you fail a module? Are there re-sits? Do you have to re-take the year?
Can you take a semester / year abroad? Check if this genuinely available as part of the
course or do you just have the opportunity to apply for a small number of highly
competitive slots? Does the university help you organise accommodation abroad and
your modules at the overseas university or are you on your own?

Can you take a year in industry? Many universities say they offer these but what
support is actually available to help you find that placement with a company? How many
current students successfully found placements?

Admissions

Do they typically take students who miss their predicted offer by one or two grades? If
your Conditional Offer is BBB and you get BBC or BCC on Results Day, is there still a chance
you will be accepted by this university?

How much importance do they place on your Personal Statement? This can vary greatly
from university to university, and course to course.

Do they accept Welsh Baccalaureate? Many UK universities do, but not all.

Is there an interview / audition / portfolio submission required for the course?

Do they require additional exams? Such as UCAT for Medicine, LNAT for Law, TMUA for
Maths etc.




Accommodation

Cost varies hugely from university to university and you can pay anywhere from £125 to £250+
a week for a room in a shared self-catered flat in a hall of residence. This means that you will
spend £5000 to £10,000+ of your £12,000 student loan on rent.

L)

Ensuite rooms will be more expensive.

London universities are more expensive (and can be £500+ a week!) although you are
entitled to more student loan if you study in London.

Russell Group universities tend to have higher accommodation fees.

Check whether you must pay rent for 35, 40 or 44 weeks (nearly all universities will
require you to vacate over the summer holidays but some also expect you to clear your
room out during the Easter break so they can rent it out for conferences).

Flat sizes can vary from 6 to 14 students.

Catered halls are increasingly rare, and majority of halls are self-catered. Some
universities offer a meal plan where you can pay in advance for two meals a day at the
University canteen throughout the term.

Check out the system for booking accommodation; different universities have different
systems. A few will let you book a hall (or even pick your room) as soon as you accept
them as your Firm Conditional Choice, before you sit your A-levels. Most universities will
let you pick a shortlist of preferred halls around June but will not allocate places until
after results day in mid-August.

Also think about where you will live in Years 2 and 3; many returning students live off
campus. Are there lots of student houses available in the surrounding area? Is there a
mad rush with student properties being booked the day they come onto the market?
What is the average rent, and can you afford it?

In summary, find out:

1. What is the rent?

2. What is the contract length?

3. What are the facilities?

4. How many flatmates will be sharing the flat?

5. How is First Year accommodation allocated?

Open day events
Plan your day in advance and wear comfortable shoes!
Welcome talk This will be given by a senior
member of staff to all
visiting parents and It will give you a nice
students to give them a overview but can certainly
flavour of the institution’s be skipped if you don’t have
time




aims, priorities and
successes

Subject talk and
department tour

Course content, contact
hours, teaching facilities,
assessment etc.

Check your emails, you will
probably need to book this
part of the day. Spaces run
out quickly for the most
popular and competitive
courses.

Some courses may have one
talk per day, others may
repeat it a few times
throughout the day.

ESSENTIAL

Campus tours

Run at regular intervals
throughout the day by
current students. They can
range from ‘Here is the
library’ to an engaged chat
with lots of useful
information, depending on
who is doing the tour

You will have a map so can
always do a self-guided tour
if you want to save time

Accommodation talk

Info about the prices, how
accommodation will be
allocated, timelines etc.

This is useful as each

If you don’t have time, just
tour accommodation

university will have a slightly | instead
different system
Accommodation tour Go and see some ESSENTIAL

accommodation as most
universities will take photos
for the brochures that may
be from years ago or with
great lighting.

If you are short on time, skip
the accommodation talk
above, do the tour instead
and ask lots of questions to




the staff and students
showing you around.

General talks on student
issues

E.g. Student Finance, how
UCAS works etc

Useful but generic
information. Remember as a
Welsh student you will
receive a different financial
package from students living
in England and to bear this
in mind if attending any
talks on student loans etc.

You only need to hear this
once and won’t need to
repeat it at other open days.

Societies / Sports fair and
Student Union

Showcases all the student
societies and sports teams
available, plus student union
events and facilities

You may already be involved
in a sport, hobby or extra-
curricular pastime that you
want to continue at
university, or you may want
to take up a new one; check
if it is something that is
offered.

ESSENTIAL

This is a great way to see if
(outside lectures) this
university could be the right
place for you

Specific support stands

Staff will be available to
discuss:

Mental health support and
counselling provision
Additional Learning Needs
(e.g. dyslexia, ASD, ADHD)

Make sure you find out who
would be supporting you at
this university and what that
support looks like on a
practical weekly level.

ESSENTIAL IF THIS APPLIES
YOU

University can be a stressful
experience for all students
at some point — does this
one proactively support its
students or does it just pay
lip service to it? How quickly
could you talk to someone if
you needed to?




