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Headteacher's Message

Welcome to our bumper summer edition of our newsletter. | hope that you have a large cup of tea or coffee with
you to enjoy as you read through this term’s newsletter. | am always amazed at the activities that go on in the
school and this term is no exception. There is a whole range of experiences, competitions, successes that our
students have been part of - something from every faculty. This showcases the huge talent that we have at
Penglais as well as the extraordinary amount of work and effort our staff give to ensure that Penglais students
achieve and attain as much as possible.

As well as all the achievements described in the newsletter, our students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 have sat their
external GCSE, AS and A2 exams conducting themselves brilliantly throughout. We look forward to celebrating their
exam results with them later in August.

We welcomed our new Year 6 students in for their two transition days, met with every child and parents/guardians
and invited parents/guardians in to help support and prepare them for the change to being a parent/guardian in a
secondary school. | know that the Year 6 students are now very prepared and looking forward to joining us as part
of our Penglais community. Our Year 11 students are also now prepared to join us in the 6th form in September
having had two taster days at the end of June.

Unexpectedly, we had a visit from Estyn who now carry out an Interim visit in between the core inspection. They
saw the progress that we have made as a school against one of the recommendations from May 2022 as well as
looking at our school evaluation and improvement processes. We had a positive report from them and look
forward to reading the letter which we will share with you in September.

International Day is becoming a firm favourite event in the school calendar. This is a day to learn about different
countries and cultures across the world. Tutor groups have spent weeks researching and preparing presentations,
artefacts and displays about their given country which is then shared during Assemblies in the day and in the
evening event. Students, staff, parents/families and other members of the local community very much enjoyed the
event.

So after a very busy term to end a very busy year, | think that everyone now is more than ready for a good summer
break. | hope that you all have a restful summer and look forward to seeing everyone in September.

Key Dates
* A Level Results day - 14/08/2025 * Year 11 Tutor meetings - Week commencing
¢ GCSE Results day - 21/08/2025 22/09/2025

e 6th Form Enrolment days - 27/08/2025 & 28/08/2025 * Year 6 Open Evening - 09/10/2025
* Inset Days - 01/09/2025 & 02/09/2025 - No students in ® Year 13 Parents evening - 23/10/2025

school * Year 11 Progress Grade 1 - October 2025
o All students return to school - 03/09/2025 * Year 13 Progress Grade 1 - October 2025
 Welcome evening for Year 7 - Week commencing * Autumn half-term - 27/10/2025 to 31/10/2025
15/09/25
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Newyddion Cymreig

Welsh News

Eisteddfod Genedlaethol yr Urdd, Parc Margam
Ar ddydd Mercher, 28ain o Fai, teithiodd nifer o'n disgyblion i Barc Margam i gystadlu yn Eisteddfod
Genedlaethol yr Urdd. Rydym yn hynod falch o'u hymdrechion a'u llwyddiannau arbennig!

On Wednesday, 28th May, several of our students travelled to Margam Park to compete at the Urdd National
Eisteddfod. We are extremely proud of their efforts and outstanding achievements!

Canlyniadau / Results:
Grwp Llefaru Bl. 7-9 (D) / Year 7-9 Recitation
Group for learners Y Ail - 2nd place.

Llefaru Unigol Bl. 10-19 oed (D)/ Individual
Recitation Year 10 and under 19 for learners-
Y Ail - 2nd place for Drizzle, blwyddyn 10.

Llefaru Unigol Bl. 7-9 (D)/ Individual Recitation
Year 7-9 for learners ¥ Ail - 2nd place for
George, blwyddyn 8.

Llongyfarchiadau enfawr i'r cér blwyddyn 7-13
ac i Alaw | (blwyddyn 7) am eu perfformiadau
arbennig hefyd! A huge congratulations also to
the year 7 - 13 choir and to Alaw | for their
outstanding performances!

A,
i ’ . *Eisteddfod yr Urdd * *
. » Llongyfarchiadau , *

Year 7-9 Recitation Group for learners Recitation Year 10, Drizzle George, blwyddyn 8.
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Newyddion Cymreig

Welsh News

Aeth criw arall o ddisgyblion lawr i Barc
Margam ddiwedd yr wythnos.
Llongyfarchiadau mawr ir canlynol ar
gyrraedd y genedlaethol ac am berfformio’n
arbennig o dda gan gynrychiolir ysgol yn
arbennig.

Congratulations to the following on reaching the
national rounds of the Urdd Eisteddfod during
half term.

Cerddorfa Penglais Orchestra competed against
16 other bands from across Wales gaining high
praise for their performance.

)

Penglais Orchestra Ensemble Pres Penglais - Jacob, Carys, Elenor,
Ethan a Zara.

Llongyfarchiadau mawr hefyd i Elenor a Jacob ar eu perfformiadau yn yr unawd llinynnol a’r unawd pres o
flwyddyn 10 ac o dan 19 oed. The instrumental categories were of a high standard and we congratulate all
of our students who reached the national round representing Ysgol Penglais brilliantly.

Nid dim ond y disgyblion gafodd Ilwyddiant yn yr Eisteddfod. Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Miss Beca Williams,
athrawes yn yr Adran Gymraeg, a enillodd sawl gwobr am ganu fel unawdydd, deuawdydd ac fel rhan o
ensemble. Ar ben hynny, Beca oedd enillydd Ysgoloriaeth Geraint George, 2025, gwobr sy'n meithrin
cyfathrebwyr gwych all hyrwyddo ac annog gwerthfawrogiad o'r byd naturiol a dealltwriaeth o'r ffactorau
sy'n effeithio arno.

A huge congratulations to Miss Beca Williams from the Welsh Department who was successful in several
singing competitions at the Eisteddfod. In addition, she was the recipient of the Geraint George Scholarship,
a prize awarded to an individual who promotes and encourages an appreciation of the natural world and an
understanding of the factors which impact it.

Llongyfarchiadau mawr, Miss Williams - rydyn ni'n falch iawn ohonoch chi!
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Newyddion Cymreig

Welsh News

Yn ogystal a chystadlaethau llwyfan, cafwyd llwyddiant hefyd yn y gwaith
cartref. Llongyfarchiadau i bawb wnaeth gystadlu yn y rownd sirol gyda'u
gwaith celf a chrefft. Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Idris am ddod yn fuddugol
dros Gymru am ei waith celf wedi ei ysbrydoli gan goed ceirios
Siapaneaidd.

There were also successes in the homework categories. Congratulations to
everyone who competed in the County round and a huge congratulations to
Idris who won the first prize at national level for his artwork inspired by
Japanese cherry blossoms- da iawn ti, Idris!

Da iawn a llongyfarchiadau i bawb! Diolch hefyd i rieni a chyfeillion yr
ysgol am eich cefnogaeth.

A huge thank you to parents and friends of the school for your support.

Gwobr Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Elenor blwyddyn 10 ar ei llwyddiant
yn y gystadleuaeth ar gyfer cyfieithwyr ifanc. Cafodd Elenor y
dasg o gyfieithu darn o Ffrangeg i'r Gymraeg a llwyddodd i
ddod i'r brig mewn cystadleuaeth o safon uchel.

Congratulations to Elenor, Year 10 who took part in the
competition for young translators where the task was to translate
from French into Welsh. The Anthea Bell Prize, named in honour
of the celebrated Asterix translator, is an annual competition
open to secondary school students. A record-breaking 22,000
school students from 412 schools across the UK took part in the
2025 competition, defying the national downturn in language
learning. The prize, now in its fifth year, saw participation surge
by 6,000 compared to 2024, making it the largest creative
translation competition for young people in the country.

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i ti, Elenor!
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Newyddion Cymreig

Welsh News

Bu criw o ddisgyblion blwyddyn 8 yn cymryd rhan yn Nhalwrn yr Ifanc, gweithgaredd wedi ei threfnu gan
Siarter laith yng Ngheredigion. Cafodd y disgyblion gyfle i weithio gyda'r bardd lleol Hywel Griffiths er mwyn
paratoi cyfres o gerdd ar gyfer y Talwrn sef cystadleuaeth farddoni. Ar Orffennaf y 4ydd, aeth y disgyblion i
lawr i Gastell Aberteifi lle buon nhw'n darllen (a chanu!) eu cerddi yn y gystadleuaeth yn erbyn ysgolion
uwchradd Ceredigion.

A group of students in Year 8 have been working with local poet, Hywel Griffiths to prepare for Talwrn yr Ifanc, a
poetry competition organised by Siarter laith Ceredigion. Students prepared a series of poems in Welsh which they
then performed during the competition in Castell Aberteifi on the 4th of July against Ceredigion secondary schools.
Diolch yn fawr iawn i Hywel am ei amser ac am hyfforddi'r disgyblion mor drylwyr. Thank you to Hywel for
taking the time to work with the students. Da iawn a llongyfarchiadau mawr i Eve, Gwen, Mary, Zach, Joe,
Teagan a Maia ar eu gwaith ardderchog ac am ddod yn gydradd ail mewn cystadleuaeth o safon uchel.

Liwyddiant mewn eisteddfodau lleol
Yn ddiweddar mae nifer o ddisgyblion wedi cael
llwyddiant  wrth gystadlu mewn amrywiaeth o
gystadlaethau gwaith cartref mewn eisteddfodau lleol.
Dyma'r criw diweddaraf a lwyddodd i ennill cydradd ail a
thrydydd am eu gwaith yng ngwyl Fawr Aberteifi.
Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Clara, Adam, Barend, Peter,
Muhammad a Kristian.

Several students have taken part in homework competitions
in local Eisteddfodau during the last few months. Here are
the most recent successes who won joint second and third
place for their Welsh work in Gwyl Fawr Aberteifi. A huge
congratulations to Clara, Adam, Barend, Peter, Muhammad
and Kristian.
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History News

Echoes in Code: Bringing WWI Soldiers’ Stories to Life

Over 60 Year 9 students have taken part in a history and digital storytelling project titled Echoes in Code. This
project saw students exploring the personal histories of Aberystwyth soldiers who served in the First World
War.

Working with original materials - including letters, diaries, and artefacts donated by local families - the
students connected deeply with the human stories behind the statistics. Supported by a workshop from guest
historian Sian Nicholas, (Emeritus Professor of History at Aberystwyth University), they developed valuable
research skills using resources such as the Ceredigion War Memorials, Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, and other digital archives. Many also unearthed their own family stories by speaking with
relatives and exploring personal heirlooms.

The students created their own war diaries and contributed a wide range of reflective works, from poems and
posters to creative exhibition pieces. They documented the lives of over 25 Welsh soldiers through
imaginative first-person oral accounts, each linked to a QR code for easy access and sharing.

To showcase their work, students built a dedicated website, curated a YouTube playlist, and designed QR code
plagues to be displayed around the school and across Aberystwyth. These moving stories will also play a
central role in the upcoming Year 10 battlefields trip, where students will place QR-coded memorial plaques at
the graves of the soldiers they researched, listening to their stories on-site and leaving a lasting tribute for
future generations.

The quality and impact of the project were recognised at a national level, with students attending a special
ceremony in Swansea as part of the Wales Heritage Schools Initiative competition and receiving a fantastic
£600 prize.

The students who spoke to the judge and represented the school with maturity,
confidence, and impressive historical insight were: Marcus and Jack - who also
developed the project's website, YouTube playlist, and QR codes - along with
Alexandra, Esme, Lacey, Favour, Ella, Seth, Penelope and Olivia.

Scan the QR code to explore the project website and hear the incredible stories
brought to life by our Year 9 students.
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History News

During the Battlefields trip, the Year 10 students placed
plagues made by Ms Hill, DT Teacher, at the graves in Tyne
Cot cemetary, the Welsh memorial at Pilckem Ridge, Thiepval
memorial and Mametz Woods. as seen in the pictures above.

Modern Foreign
Languages News

HSK1 qualification results

Students at Ysgol Penglais, have the
opportunity to do the HSK qualifications
through our extracurricular language clubs.
HSK is an international standardized test for
Chinese language proficiency. HSK scores
have become a requirement to prove
Chinese language proficiency for
international  students to apply for
admission, graduation, and scholarship in
China and when looking to work in China.
Two Year 10 students, Emily and Elsa have
just received their HSK1 exam results, and
they achieved 100% and 96%. Well done to
both and students and Mrs Ren!
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Modern Foreign
Languages News

Trip to Northern Cataluia, Spain, June 2025

At the end of June, the International Languages department took 47
students to Northern Catalufia for 5 days. We visited the world
famous Sagrada Familia in Barcelona along with the Olympic
stadium, Science Museum and the beautiful, open-air architectural
museum - Poble Espanyol.

Students learned about Gaudi's design of the Basilica and then they
deepened their knowledge of architecture whilst visiting the Gothic
Quarter of Barcelona.

Strolling through Poble Espanyol we came across everything from a
traditional Andalusian neighbourhood, a Catalan Romanesque
monastery to the traditional architecture of Galicia.

Staying in the coastal town of Tossa de Mar, we were able to walk
along the old walls, find out about its history through the bronze
sculptures and statues and visit the castle that overlooks the
Mediterranean Sea. In addition, we stopped to visit the old
lighthouse, now a museum, and learned about the maritime history
of Costa Brava.

iLo pasamos genial!
We had a great time!
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Mandarin News

Mandarin Chinese

Students in Year 8 have been enjoying their Mandarin lessons,
learning about the culture and history of China as well as
developing their character writing. Our Confucius Classroom
teacher Mrs Ren has been enthusing our learners by dressing
in traditional costume and teaching our students about the
different Chinese festivals

Flash Fiction competition by Oxford University

Our Year 9 student, Alexandra, won this year's Flash Fiction
competition by The University of Oxford's Faculty of Medieval
and Modern Foreign Languages. The competitions were open to
school students in Years 7 to 13, who were tasked with writing a
short story of no more than 100 words in French and/or Spanish.
With over 1200 submissions, Alexandra won first place!

La berceuse d'une libellule

Jaivu

Les dinosaures apparaitre et disparaitre,

Le continent de Pangée se diviser en sept morceaux,
Le roi étre né,

Les sorcieres brilées,

Versailles en silence,

L'archiduc assassiné,

Des alliances formées

Et brisées,

La Pologne envahie,

Des innocents morts,

Des livres détruits,

A huit heures le port-aux- perles en décombre.
La bombe,

Une nouvelle guerre.

La terre se réchauffe.

Une libellule presque invisible se repose par terre,
Sa petite téte baissée,

Ses ailes cassées,

Elle ne voit plus.
Alexandra, Year 9
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Maths News

UKMT Senior, Intermediate and Junior Maths Challenges 2024-25

Senior Maths challenge
~34Year 12 and 19 Year 13 students took part in the Senior Maths challenge this year.

Year 12 Year 13
John G Silver Best | Tomas JP | Silver Best in
in School Year 13
Malay M Silver Best | Ben C Silver
in School
Desislava R Bronze lvan R Bronze
Efa G- H Bronze Rachel C Bronze
Zara A Bronze Thomas B Bronze
Alexandru N Bronze James H Bronze
Excellence A | Bronze Elen C Bronze
Stamati B Bronze Dzvinka| P Bronze
Esther P Bronze Maryna S Bronze
Carter N Bronze
Millicent S P Bronze
Lucaz L Bronze
Logan S Bronze

Intermediate Maths challenge

This year 33 Year 9, 37 Year 10 and 11 Year 11 students took part in the intermediate maths challenge. Pavlos
in Year 9 has performed exceptionally well to secure Best in school and Gold in the follow-on round of Grey
Kangaroo.

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
Name Award Name Award
Pavios T Gold Best | Aadvik K Silver Best in | Caian G Gold Best in
in School Year 10 Year 11

Ivan M Silver Elenor N Silver Polly L W Silver
lzyan H Silver John J Silver Joshua C Bronze
Arwen C Silver Oli L Silver Vincent H Bronze
Thomas C Bronze Isaac R Bronze Osian C Bronze
Chenkai G Bronze Sheza H Bronze
Bruno W Bronze Elsa F Bronze
Yosef W Bronze Sania A Bronze
David A Bronze Theo L Bronze
Taras F Bronze Boe B Bronze

Makena C Bronze

Timeea N Bronze

Thomas T Bronze
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Maths News

Junior Maths challenge

The Junior maths challenge was held on 1st May this year. Year 7 and Year 8 set 1 Maths students took part
and applied their knowledge to solve some interesting and challenging problems. Ben, Winnie and Thomas
(Year 13 students) ran a lunchtime club to help them prepare for the challenge.

UKMT maths challenges are run by University of Leeds to encourage mathematical reasoning, precision of
thoughts and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. Certificates are
awarded to the highest scoring 40% of the candidates (Gold: Silver: Bronze = 1:2:3)

Eric Z ( Year 7), Vihaan N (Year 8 ) and Edward T ( Year 8) have done exceptionally well and gained an
automatic entry to the follow on round of Junior Kangaroo where Eric received a Silver Certificate and
Vihaan received a Bronze Certificate. Congratulations to all students !!!

www.penglais.org.uk

Year 8 Year 7
Name Result First Name Result
Vihaan N Gold Best in Eric Z Gold Best in
Year School
Edward T Gold Best in Nishka K Silver
Year Poppy M Silver
George R Gold Chiamaka A | Silver
Eve T Gold Frena F Silver
Ruby Z Gold Elinor S Silver
Jacob C Silver Fergus | Bronze
Jack L Silver Issy W Bronze
Edward D Silver
Misha N Bronze o
Arthur H Bronze = fas—
Anjay S Bronze : e |
Elijah R Bronze
Ella M Bronze
Olaf K Bronze
Teagan J Bronze i
Sarah H Bronze
Isla J Bronze
Kal J Bronze

Four Ysgol Penglais students were invited to take
part in the second round of the UK Maths

Challenge:

Edward Y8 (certificate of Participation), Eric Y7
(Silver), Vihaan Y8 (Bronze) and Pavlos Y9 (Gold)
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Science News

Ysgol Penglais tree planting

At the beginning of April, the environmental senior prefect team organsied tree planting with the help of other
students. One of the reasons for this activity was due to ash dieback, which kills off ash trees. To replace the
ash trees, we planted approximately 100 Cherry, Oak, Alder and Birch trees, around the school ground. These
trees will create new habitats for the local wildlife. The green spaces created will allow students to reconnect
with nature and give them a space to breathe and focus. We hope the trees will be enjoyed by students for
years to come. Thank you to everyone who contributed.

Year 7 Parc Penglais fieldtrip

Year 7 students have been on a fieldtrip to Parc Penglais this term,
as part of their biodiversity studies. They learned how to identify
different wild plants by looking at their leaves and flowers, and
used quadrats to survey what kinds of plants were growing in two
different areas that had previously been quarried. They worked
scientifically, taking care to make sure their data was
representative and not biased.

Students discovered that plants will come back after land has been
cleared by humans, because seeds will blow into the area or will be
carried there by animals.

Plants like stonecrop are well adapted to growing in stony, dry
conditions as they can store water in their fleshy leaves. This makes
them excellent pioneer species, that can colonise bare rock in
previously disturbed areas, and we found lots of stonecrop at the
first site, as well as foxgloves, campion and catsear.

There were different, larger species growing at the second site, like
gorse and brambles, and much less bare rock. Students learnt that
this is because when the pioneer species die, they decompose and
their remains make soil that is rich enough for larger plants to grow
in.

Based on this information and the data they had collected,
students were able to conclude that the second site has had longer
to colonise than the first, and that succession has happened as a
result, with larger species replacing the pioneers.

We walked through woodland on the way to the quarry sites and
there was oak woodland next to them - we could hear lots of
birdsong, and saw birds and squirrels. Oak woodland is the natural
climax community in the UK, and students learned that all areas
undergoing succession will end up in woodland eventually if left
undisturbed. Back in school students drew bar chart to represent
their data and wrote their investigations up in their lab books. Well
done Year 7 - you put a lot of effort into the fieldwork and many of
you produced some very good quality work.
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Science News

Aberinnovation Year 10 Can Do It Project
A group of Year 10 students have been on a visit to Aberystwyth university's AberInnovation campus to find
out about local jobs and career opportunities.

The day started with an introductory talk from Dr. Hugh Bulson, who explained that Aberinnovation brings
people from academia, industry and business together to work on developing sustainable food sources.
There are three main types of work going on - biorefining, advanced analysis and future food development.
Next we “speed networked” with five of Aberinnovation’s employees. We talked to a chemical analyst, the
marketing and communications manager, the technical lead, the operations and facility management
officer and an engineer. They told us about their jobs, what qualifications and life experiences had led them
to working at Aberinnovation, and what their favourite (and least favourite) parts of their work were. They
had this valuable advice for choosing what to do after GCSEs: find something you enjoy, get work
experience, do what you find interesting and are good at, and remember that studying Science opens doors
in other areas too.

Then we had a session in the food sensory room, seeing if we could identify different food smells when we
couldn't see what colour the food was. Different foods are being developed at Aberlnnovation e.g.
sustainable alternatives to palm oil, and recipes are created and tested there. Next Dr. Hugh took us on a
tour, showing us all the high tech equipment used on the campus, including fermenters, spectrometers and
chromatography equipment.

In the afternoon Adam from the Big Science Project led a session on DNA. We used gel electrophoresis to
analyse samples to prove which suspects had been at a crime scene, and looked at garlic root cells under
microscopes.

Here are some quotes from students who went on the trip about their favourite parts of the day

“l enjoyed learning about DNA structure”

“l enjoyed the practical activities like the red light experiments and the DNA separation task”.
“l enjoyed the food sensory lab”

Thanks to the staff at Aberinnovation and Ms. Annwen Davies, Ceredigion Co-ordinator, for organising the
day - it was an excellent opportunity to find out more about the real life Science that is going on locally.
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Sports News

Rugby

Congratulations to Dafi and Barend in Year 10 who have
both been selected to represent Ceredigion in the Dewar
Shield squad for the 2025-2026 season. Both players are
members of Clwb Rygbi Aberystwyth, with Barend only
recently joining the team Pob lwc.

On the first weekend of the Easer break Joe, Austin and Josh
(pictured left) played their last game for Aberystwyth in
Cardigan against Crymych. They won 62- 7. This was their
final match together having played throughout their time at
Ysgol Penglais. There has been a lot of training and
weekends of games put in to this achievement. Well done
boys!

FOOTBALL

Urdd Football

In May, 4 teams took part in the Urdd National Football 7s tournament.
The U15s Boys had a superb day and made it through to the final but
unfortunately winning the cup competition 3 times in a row wasn't to
be as they bowed out 1-0. The U13s boys made a good account of
themselves making the 1/4 finals of the cup competition before losing
1-0 in a very close game. The U15 and U13 girls put some huge
displays in but unfortunately didn't make it out of the group stages.

Year 10 students Connor and Gioele both play for the FAW National
Academi, which is a professional youth development structure to
unearth and nurture the best talent from grass roots football. The
Academi players are given opportunities to showcase themselves in
games against professional clubs throughout the year and they also
have residential camps. Both Connor and Gioele, who play for
Newtown, were selected to play against Swansea City in a recent
match. Neither player was selected to start, and at half time, the team
were down 2-1. Changes were made at half time and when Connor
and Gioele came on, they made a significant impact, winning by an
astonishing 9 goals to 2, with Connor scoring a hat-trick.
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Sports News

BASKETBALL Ysgol
Penglais boys played in the last 8 of Wales in the Jr NBA. Losing their 1/4 final to Sacramento Kings but then
winning against Minnesota Timberwolves (Penweddig) and LA Clippers to finish an incredible 5th place.

Junior NBA Wheelchair Basketball

Two teams from Ysgol Penglais played in the Junior NBA Wheelchair Basketball tournament. Both teams
made it through from their groups and amazingly one team won Bronze and another won the gold! The
Wheelchair Basketball Tournament highlights diversity and inclusion at its best and we can thank Lee
Coulson for the work he has done in the area and Wales for this. The Ysgol Penglais students were a credit
to the school throughout the day. Congratulations to all.

NASUWT

The Year 9 and 10 boys athletics team scored a total of 88 points at the NASUWT event, which earned them
1st place at the Ceredigion championships in Tregaron last month. The team represented Dyfed in the next
round, coming 3rd place and narrowly missing out on second place by 2 points to compete at the Welsh
Championships.

| Name _ Event Position (Ceredigion) Dyfed

::| Wole 100m and 200m 1st 1st ‘

[ 'Wole High Jump 2nd 2nd ;
Yasmin 1500m 2nd 6th
Chiamaka Shot 2nd

' Ella | Hurdles 2nd 3rd 1
Fergus 800m 2nd 5th
Jonas 1500m 2nd .
Caleb Javelin 2nd 7th ‘
Kali Shot 1st 2nd ]
Cian 300m 1st
Cian Long Jump 1st
Joe Discuss 2nd 3rd ;
Kemsi | 100m st [1st 5
Kemsi 200m 2nd 3rd ‘
MNoah 800m 2nd 3rd ;
Sonny Triple Jump 1st 2nd ;
_{'i‘io_e[e I E_ple Jum_;_:_} _‘I st . E :

Dylan 100m 2nd 5th
Liam 400m 1st 1st ]
Liam Long Jump 2nd 2nd 4
Sol 800m 2nd 3rd
Oli 3,000m 1st ,
Halie 100m and 200m 1st ’
Hannah 300m 2nd ‘
Meg | 800m 2nd 6th ]
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Sports News

CRICKET

At the start of July the U14s hardball cricket team took part in a
tri-school competition to try and progress in the Welsh Cup.
They restricted Bro Pedr to 41/9 in their 15 overs and chased it
down with 5 overs to spare. Then in the decider they lost a tight
encounter with Penweddig that went down to the last ball as
they lost by 1 run. Big shoutout to the whole team who played
superbly under the captaincy of Sonny (Yr9)

In mid-July, two Year 7 teams (1 boys and 1 girls) took part in a
softball cricket festival run by Ceredigion Actif and Wales Cricket
in Bro Pedr. Both teams showed some great cricketing skill as
they played for the 1st time, the teams both finished in 4th
place of their respective competitions.

Congratulations to Kali on her Glamorgan cricket selection. Not
only did she make her debut, but she also took a stunning hat-
trick! She is an incredibly talented player who is dedicated and
committed to both training and competitive matches.

Athletics

The Ysgol Penglais athletics team showcased exceptional talent at the Ceredigion Schools Athletics event
before half term on Friday 23rd May. A total of 25 athletes came in first and second place and qualified to
represent Ceredigion at the Dyfed Championships which was held in Johnstown on Tuesday 3rdJune. A special
mention to Wole in Year 7 who was honoured with the Non Taylor memorial award for Outstanding Sporting
Achievement, as he broke the County 200m time, won the 100m and came second in the high jump.

At the Dyfed event, 6 of our athletes came first place in their events to include Joe in the javelin, Liam in the
400m, Wole in the 100m and 200m, Gioele and Sonny in the triple jump and Kemsi in the100m. Well done to all
our athletes who performed remarkably. Arbennig!

Huge congratulations to both Joe in Year 11 and Kemsi in Year 9 who were both selected to represent Dyfed
schools County Track and Field competition that was held in Cardiff on Saturday July 5th. Joe came 1st place in
the javelin and Kemsi came 2nd in the 100m and ran the 4th leg for the Dyfed relay team who crossed the line
in 1st place. Being selected for this is an enormous achievement and we are immensely proud of their
accomplishments.
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Sports Day

Ysgol Penglais Sports day was a resounding success with so many students enthusiastically taking part in all
the events. The day was thoroughly enjoyable from start to finish, showcasing not only excellent
participation but also the incredible talent of our students. It was fantastic to see so many students and staff

take part in Milo’s mile challenge showing that the day was a true celebration of teamwork, skill and school
spirit.
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Sports Day Photos
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Charity Event for VE Day

A Bake Sale to Remember!

Students and staff at Ysgol Penglais joined communities across the nation in commemorating the 80th
anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day, honouring the end of World War Il in Europe and paying tribute
to the courage and sacrifice of those who served. The school marked the occasion with a bake sale on
May 8th 2025, which raised over £100 for Help for Heroes Charity.

One of the most heart-warming aspects of the day was the incredible response from the school
community, as students, staff, and families came together to bake an array of treats for the celebration. A
huge thank you from Miss Leighton for all the staff and students who helped out on the day. Tables were
filled with homemade chocolate cake (a favourite for all! thanks Sara), Wartime recipe cakes (thank you
Eviel), and other traditional bakes, lovingly prepared and shared.

As the 80th anniversary of VE Day passes into history, the staff and students at Ysgol Penglais have made
sure it will not be forgotten.

The thank you letter from Help for Heroes

HELPfor
HEROES

EUPPORT FOR OUR WOLUNDED:

Penglais-Comprehensive School
Waunfawr

Aberystwyth

Ceredigion

SY23 3AW

27" May 2025

Waw, thank you Penglais-Comprehensive School for all your efforts and for the £145.07
Help for Heroes has recently received, raised from you VE Day Bake Sale!

I'm Vicki, and I'd like 1o explain why your suppor of this wonderful charity is so important.

After 22 years in the Royal Signals, | was medically discharged b of severe
ostecarthritis in both my knees. The pain and lack of mobility was making my job
impossible. But leaving the military still knocked me for six.

As well as the physical injuries, I've had battles with my mental health. | have post-traumatic
stress disorder and body dysmorphia. Both caused by my time in the Army.

The suppart I've had from Help for Heroes has had more of an impact than can ever be
described,

I N S U P P O R T 0 F 1t's helped guide me on a path to recovery. It allows me to be around people who get me,

who understand without the need for explanation and without judgement. This positive
impact ripples out into all areas of my life. It helps me be a better person

; . The Charity has helped me get back into competitive sport, through wheelchair rugby.
0 Playing this wonderful sport gives me my freedom back. | get lost in the game. No worries,
no pain

I've also had support from the Help for Heroes' mental health team, Hidden Wounds. My CBT

therapist Alisha has been fantastic. It's good to talk to someone wha really gets it. Her
mﬁ sessions are having a massive impact in work, at home and on my sport

Through your support of this charity, not only do you give veterans like me a second chance,

but you give their family their Mum back, and a wife back. X

||.II|'.l'I

'\-1,-'

Your suppart is a beacon of hope for so many people, It fills our hearts with a sense of hope
and belonging. As a beneficiary of your kindness, | can attest to the life-changing impact
your contributions have

helpfarhermes srg uk
14 Pakars Clsaa, nnnhuhun-—tt-h nlnuy mnwsm
Mein for Heroat is @ lmited campany qissered i Englasd and Wales [1

ogistared oMice 14 Parkees Cose, Dowet 2 Salbucy, Witshi 3k Rogestwrnt with Fund
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Borneo Expedition

The Ysgol Penglais Borneo Explorers have been raising money at the International Evening and at the Mary
Poppins shows to support their expedition. An event that students, friends and families can support next term
is to come along to the 'Borneo Curry and Quiz Night' on Wednesday 8th October in Ysgol Penglais Small
Hall from 5.30 - 7.30 pm. Tickets are on sale via Parent Pay at £20 for adults and £10 for children up to and
including 12 years old. Come and support 'The Ysgol Penglais Borneo Explorers' and try your luck with the quiz.
If you are able, please donate a raffle prize to this event. Thank you for all who have supported this group in
the last few weeks to raise funds. More information: contact Mrs ] Owen, C10 on jo@penglais.org.uk
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Sixth Form News

Ysgol Penglais Sixth Form - university planning and preparation coming to fruition

This year 85 Ysgol Penglais Sixth formers made applications through UCAS to a broad range of UK
universities and degree programmes, achieving 100% success in terms of offers and over 90% of students
receiving 3 or more offers.

Many students received five out of five offers in subjects as diverse as Medicine, Drama, Nursing, Vet
Science, Music, History, Economics, Maths, Geography and Engineering. One student had received all five
offers for Fashion and Management by the 2nd of December - a school record and nearly two months
before the UCAS closing date. Also, the range of universities to which students applied, and from which they
had offers broadened.

Welsh universities were as popular as ever, but this year saw an increase in offers from other UK
universities, particularly those in London. For example, students have received offers from UCL, Kings
College London, UAL, and The Royal Veterinary College, as well as universities across the UK including,
Exeter, Falmouth, Bath, York, Newcastle, Sunderland, Herriot-Watt, Oxford, Lancaster, Southampton,
Abertay, and of course eight offers from Aberystwyth University!

Some of the 85 Year 13 students holding UCAS offers
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Sixth Form News

L to R - Rachel, Elarosa, Mary, Elen, Zeinab, Glyn, Charmaine

Students have been successful in achieving scholarships in Bangor and Aberystwyth university. Glyn and
Valerie for Bangor. Tom, Anais and Siwan for Aberystwyth.

I
[f.‘

Tk
R

Glyn Clifft and Valerie Lee - Bangor Tom Griffiths - Aberystwyth

www.penglais.org.uk _ @PenglaisSchool f Ysgol Penglais School X @PenglaisSchool_




Sixth Form News

Biology Olympiad L to R: Lily, Isabelle, Youssef, Biology Olympiad L to R Alex, Billy, Romeo,
Molly, Genny, Layla, Zara, Carter Ethan, Excellence, Esther, Charlie

Maths Olympiad L to R: John, Desi, Julia, Malay Physics Olympiad and winners in the EESW
project : Zara, Desi, Julia, John, Malay
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Sixth Form News

Enrichment talk

Year 13 students enjoyed an Enrichment talk from Prof. Berit Bliesemann de Guevara and Dr Katja Daniels
from the Dept of International Politics at Aberystwyth University. They presented Creating Safer Space - a
network which brings together researchers and community organisations around the world to help citizens
develop non-violent protection strategies in countries where there is violent conflict. Students learned about
the diverse range of communities affected in countries such as Colombia, Palestine, Thailand, Myanmar and
South Sudan and discussed the principles and practicalities of UCP (Unarmed Civilian Protection).

Group discussion:

1. What nonviclent strategies do people
around the world use to keep each
olher safe? Think about what you
have learned from the presentation,
as well as any other examples you
may have heard of.

2. What nonviolent strategies do we use
In Aberystwyth, Wales or the UK to
_Keep each other safe?

First Aid Enrichment session

On 2nd July Year 12 attended a First Aid enrichment session. The students were taught a series of essential
skills including: the recovery position, CPR, use a defibrillator, symptoms of heart attacks and strokes, and
shown how to stop bleeding as well as prevent choking. Great fun was had by all!
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Sixth Form News

UCAS Discovery Fair and Cardiff University Open Day
Two large groups of Year 12 students went on trips in the last week of June to help them in their university

application journey. 44 students visited the UCAS Discovery Fair, held at the NEC, Brimingham, and had the
opportunity to talk to representatives from over 100 universities and colleges, and take part in Q&As with
industry experts. A second group of 43 students travelled to attend the Cardiff University Open Day and
discover more about the facilities and degree programmes on offer, and undergraduate life.

h_‘..r‘- |
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Sixth Form News

Year 12 student, Charlie, won a place on the Medieval Worlds residential, held
at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, in April. The course included a chance
to examine some of the rare books and manuscripts in the internationally
renowned Parker Library.

Charlie writes:

The Corpus Christi College residential was a surprising experience in that it
taught me that Medieval History can be interesting. | learnt that many
inferences can be made from a single object about its use, origin, and
makeup.

For example, the Coppergate sock, found during excavations of the Viking
settlement of Coppergate in the 1970s, was woven in such a way that
revealed the tools used to make it and the tough environment they were
worn in. Silk clothing suggested the existence of trade routes to Asia and the
presence of an upper class, wishing to differentiate itself from peasants. The
crash course in palaeography also provided an insight into understanding
ancient manuscripts. Comparing scripts and deciphering abbreviations helps
to understand the nature and use of the manuscript as well as roughly dating
it.

Overall, the course helped me understand the multitude of layers in the study
of History at university. As my studies advance, | will be given the opportunity
to specialise; knowing the different areas of historical study to focus on will
help with this decision.

Year 12 Student achievements:
Big congratulations to the following four A-level Drama students in Year 12 who have all won places on
national dance and theatre programmes in summer 2025:

¢ Erin: National Youth Dance Wales (NYDW)

e Danielle : British Youth Music Theatre (BYMT)

* Molly & Rose : National Youth Theatre Wales (NYTW)

E

www.penglais.org.uk @PenglaisSchool f Ysgol Penglais School @PenglaisSchool_




Sixth Form News

Welsh  Baccalaureate student’s successful
community project

Year 12 student, Katie, has been running a fitness
class for the over 60s at the Neuadd Goffa,
Penparcau. The classes started off as a part of her
Welsh Baccalaureate volunteer work in the winter
term. However, Katie's sessions have been so popular
with her students that they have persuaded her to
carry on with the weekly class every Monday night.
Katie says that she finds teaching older classes really
rewarding and has been surprised how much
difference the combination of exercise and
socialisation can make to her students' wellbeing. She
is currently studying for A-levels in PE, Psychology and
Design & Technology, and is thinking of applying for a
degree in Sports Psychology.

Residential at New College, Oxford University

Seven of our Year 12 students were successfully awarded places on a residential programme at Oxford
University this spring: Molly, Layla, Ethan, Alexandru, Desislava, Isabelle and Julia. The programme is
designed to inspire and encourage state school students to apply for some of the most competitive and
aspirational courses in the UK.

Molly writes:

On the 9-11th of April, a group of Year 12 students were fortunate enough to take part in a residential at
Oxford University as part of the New College’s Step-Up programme. During our stay, we got the opportunity
to experience the accommodation and facilities available at New College and connect with likeminded
people from schools all over the UK. This included lectures and talks catered to giving us an honest insight
and information about the courses they offer and a breakdown of how to apply. We also got an exclusive
tour of the historic city of Oxford and a taste of student social life. On the whole the experience was really
enjoyable and it made the idea of applying to such a prestigious institution a little less daunting.
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Sixth Form News

Ceredigion Youth Council 2025 - Pawb A’i Farn

Congratulations to Ceredigion Youth Council members Bronwen Tuson and Kiani Francis (Year 12) for doing a
fantastic job at this year’'s end of term event for the Ceredigion Youth Council, held in the Council Chambers at
Penmorfa, Aberaeron. Bronwen acted as Chairperson and Kiani gave the Closing Remarks and both sat on a
panel alongside Ben Lake (MP), Rocio Cifuentes (Children's Commissioner for Wales), Dafydd Llywelyn (Police
and Crime Commissioner for Dyfed-Powys) and Councillor Bryan Davies (Leader of Ceredigion County Council).

A group of Year 12 students also attended as audience members to support the girls, represent our Sixth Form,
and ask the panel further questions: George, Rishona, Thomas, Will, Tobenna, Darci, Yasemin Eowyn, Tabitha
and Jona. This was an exciting opportunity to learn more about local democracy and issues directly affecting
young people in Ceredigion, such as employment opportunities, mental health services, combatting misogyny
and violence against women, and the cost-of-living crisis.
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Food News

Food and Nutrition

On Friday 20th June Year 10 GCSE Food and Nutrition students had an educational visit to Coleg Ceredigion
in Aberystwyth. The visit provided a valuable opportunity to enhance students’ practical skills and broaden
their understanding of the food and hospitality industry.

During the visit, students took part in a hands-on cookery workshop, where they each prepared a bacon
and pea risotto and observed staff flambéing bananas and peaches. They were also treated to a mocktail
making experience where they learned how to create a small range of mocktails.

It was great to see our students working in a professional kitchen with industrial sized equipment and
selecting fresh herbs from the on-site herb fridge! Each student made their own risotto dishes and then
before being allowed to eat them, they of course had to be judged by the Coleg Ceredigion staff. So a big
congratulations goes to Goodness who was judged to have the best risotto dish from the morning group
and Tili from the afternoon group.

We would like to express our thanks also to Coleg Ceredigion who provided all of the ingredients for the
day as well as the transport at no cost to our students. We all had a great day and ate way too much
Weotook forward to working with you all again next year.

We were also very fortunate to have a visit from Stewart Williams of Castell Howell and Peter Ashby of Celtic
Coast Fish. They very kindly delivered two one hour sessions to our GCSE Food and Nutrition students
looking at the skills of filleting different types of types and methods of cooking. It was also great to hear
about their career pathways and how they have ended up where they are today.
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Food News

Fish can always be a tricky ingredient to get students to work with, let alone taste. We all had the opportunity to
taste some freshly pan fried Brill, Sea Bass and Mackerel. They were hesitant at first but when they saw one
taste it, many then followed - and they loved it!!!

Thanks again for coming to visit us and we look forward to inviting you in again next year. | would also like to
thank Food Centre Wales who we work closely with. They are fantastic at arranging so many visits from outside
professionals who come in and really enrich the Food and Nutrition curriculum for our learners

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to say a fond goodbye. | will be leaving Ysgol Penglais at the end of
this school year to take up a job closer to home. | have had a brilliant four years here and | am very sad to be
leaving such a great school with amazing staff and students. Thank you to everyone who has supported Food
and Nutrition - teaching students how to cook has to be one of the best jobs in the world and so very, very
important. Best wishes Mr ] Retter (Teacher of Food and Nutrition)
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Geography News

Year 7 Borth and Ynyslas Coastal Fieldtrips

As part of their Geography curriculum, Year 7 students recently took part in a series of fieldtrips to Borth and
Ynyslas to investigate coastal change and processes in a real-world setting. The visits were a valuable
opportunity for students to apply classroom learning to the physical landscape, deepening their
understanding of how the coast is shaped and managed over time.

During the fieldwork, students explored key concepts such as longshore drift, erosion, transportation, and
deposition. They also studied a range of coastal landforms including spits, dunes, and groynes. Activities such
as beach profiling, field sketches, and observational recording helped students build their confidence in
geographical enquiry and data collection.

The fieldtrips were designed to strengthen core skills, encourage analytical thinking, and provide first-hand
experience of the challenges and opportunities presented by coastal environments. Despite the changeable
weather, students remained engaged and enthusiastic throughout the day.

We would like to thank all the staff who supported the trips and commend Year 7 for their excellent
behaviour, positive attitude, and genuine interest in the subject. It was a thoroughly rewarding experience
for all involved.
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English News

Year 8 Persuasive Speaking Event

In the Spring term, Year 8 students took part in a persuasive speaking project in their English lessons. They
considered how language can be a tool for social change and analysed the work of poets and authors who have
used their platform to warn of climate change. Students then each developed their own speech along with the
skills to present them. The task was to persuade local residents of the need for sea defences. Two finalists were
selected from each class who then presented in front of their year group and guest judges who chose two
overall winners.

The English department are grateful to the individuals and organisations who visited the school to provide real-
world information that students could include in their speeches, and to Careers Wales who supported this. Bam
Nuttall spoke about the construction of defences in Aberaeron, local councillor Keith Henson explained the
history of sea defences in Aberystwyth and how funding for this works, and Professor Stephen Tooth,
Aberystwyth University, provided detailed information about the geography of Aberystwyth and potential
responses to rising sea levels.

The final was held at the start of April with finalists Seren, Jasmine, Maia, Ollie, Ishka, Anjay, Luella, Rimas, Lili,
Vihaan, Elijah, Mauritz, Arthur, Joe and Quiddity. Judges from Careers Wales, Aber Instruments and the Hywel
Dda University Health Board selected two winners: Mauritz and Luella who delivered detailed and engaging
speeches in a skilled and confident way. Congratulations to Mauritz and Luella who received prizes from the
partners involved along with vouchers donated by Libanus Cinema in Borth.
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HRC News

Work experience in Llanerchaeron National Trust

Llanerchaeron has recently launched a new community plot initiative, inviting local
residents and charitable organisations to cultivate their own section of land—much
like a traditional allotment scheme. As part of this, the Tyfu Ceredigion Project is
helping to create a network of community gardens that focus on volunteering, skill-
sharing, heritage, and food production.

This hands-on, collaborative approach has provided a fantastic opportunity for our
students to get involved and contribute meaningfully to the scheme. The project not Natlonal
only brings gardeners together but also teaches the importance of food production

and the value of creating and maintaining green spaces. Through their involvement, TrllSt
students have also been learning about supporting local wildlife habitats and

experiencing the mental and physical benefits of spending time in nature.

We were fortunate to be offered a plot, and throughout the winter, our group

worked hard to prepare the area as part of their work experience. With the arrival

of spring, they planted a vibrant array of flowers and vegetables—and it's been truly

rewarding to watch everything flourish. As our students work side by side with one

another and the wider community, they continue to develop skills in sustainability,

teamwork, and the joy of giving back.

A T e i
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Hearing Resource

Centre News

Developing the school eco-garden

The students at HRC have worked tirelessly throughout the year to
transform the eco garden into a vibrant, welcoming space. It's now alive
with colourful flowers, lush greenery, and the gentle buzz of bees and
butterflies. The scent of fresh soil and blooming blossoms fills the air,
creating a peaceful atmosphere that invites relaxation, reflection, and a
deeper connection with the natural world.

Tending to a garden has been a hands-on journey of discovery for the
students—a chance to learn about nature and responsibility. With their
hands in the soil, they've eagerly planted seeds and watched them sprout
into bright flowers and fresh, tasty vegetables. Through this process, they've
developed important life skills: patience, teamwork, and the understanding
that nurturing living things takes time and care. Every weed pulled and plant
watered has deepened their bond with the environment and filled them
with pride as they've watched their garden flourish.

Selling produce from the garden has added another layer of learning—
entrepreneurship and community spirit. After carefully growing and
harvesting fruits, vegetables, and herbs, the students have enjoyed sharing
their homegrown goods with staff, friends, and family. This not only gives
them a real sense of accomplishment but also helps raise funds to support
the garden’s future, allowing for the purchase of new tools, seeds, and
supplies.

By growing a diverse mix of vegetables like tomatoes, carrots, and beans
alongside vibrant flowers such as sunflowers, poppies, and cornflowers, the
students have created a lively, biodiverse space. These plants not only bring
beauty and colour but also attract essential pollinators like bees and |
butterflies, supporting a healthy and balanced ecosystem. Each species
offers a chance to learn how different plants grow and thrive in their own
unique ways. Through growing, producing, and harvesting for the Ysgol
Penglais community, the students are not only cultivating a garden—they're
nurturing a sense of purpose, pride, and connection that will continue to !
grow.
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Parent Information

ParentPay
A reminder to all parents to ensure that your child's ParentPay account is kept topped up to allow then to
purchase food from our canteen as we are a cashless school.

Canteen

As the canteen can be busy at break and lunchtime, it is important that your child has their dinner card when
they visit the canteen. If they do not have a card, or have lost it, please ask them to come to Reception to
organise a replacement; this will keep the queues down in the canteen for all students and avoid unnecessary
delays. For more information click https://penglais.org.uk/parents/canteen-information/

Website

Our website has a wealth of information that parents/guardians may find useful including the links below:
ALN information: https://penglais.org.uk/parents-aln/
Calendar:_https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-information/school-term-dates/
Frequently asked questions: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/fags/.

Grant information:_https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/parent-grants/

Staff information and direct dial numbers:_https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/meet-the-staff

Student support services: https://penglais.org.uk/student-support-services/

Transport information: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/transport/

Facebook has up to date information so please join our group using the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/YsgolPenglaisSchool/

Student Achievements

Congratulations to nine of our Year 9 students who have received their certificates for completing the Seren
Critical Thinking Challenge with the Open University. In order to achieve this they were required to complete
coursework challenges in their chosen six areas of learning.

Congratulations to Sama A, Yosef S, Anisha S, Esme D, Alexandra D, Taras F, David A, Pavlos T and Rama S
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EAL News

In the spirit of International Day, Venuja, Melvyn and Rithul have written about their experiences of
school abroad.

My school in Sri Lanka by Venuja (Year 8) S o S ——
Before joining Ysgol Penglais, | went to St. Peter's College
(picture right) in Colombo, Sri Lanka. | would wake up
between 3.30 am and 4.00 am. For breakfast, | would usually
have bread with butter. School started at 7.00 am and ended
at 1.30 pm. We studied 14 subjects including Maths, Science,
Geography, English, PE, IT and Art. My favourite subject was
Maths. We had a very strict dress code and lots of homework.
Our school had a canteen selling hot dogs and burgers. The
normal temperature during the day was 27°C.

My school in Nigeria by Melvyn (Year 8)

Before joining Ysgol Penglais, | went to a strict Catholic boarding school in Benin City, Nigeria (picture below left). |
had to wake up at 5.00 in the morning to get ready for school. School started at 7.00am and ended at 5.20pm. The
first thing we would do is outdoor sports like running. We stayed in one classroom and the teachers came to us.
Our lessons were 45 minutes long and we had a break of 30 minutes and 20 minutes for lunch. We studied
Agriculture, Home Economics, Edu language, Basic Science, Business Studies, Civic Education and Social Studies. If
you spoke in class or were disrespectful to the teachers, they would flog you! When they flogged you, they would
call your classmates to hold your hands and legs together. If you didn't do your homework, you would have to clear
the school farm and we used machetes for this from a young age. Nigerian school was very different to Ysgol
Penglais where everyone is nice and no one gets flogged or bullied and there is hardly any homework. There was
no canteen in the school. | loved playing the drums in my school.

{mthf ||

My school in India by Rithul (Year 8)

Before joining Ysgol Penglais, | went to a strict Catholic school in Etumanoor, Kerala, India (Picture above right). |
used to wake up at 7.00am and eat a breakfast of flatbread and curry. School in Kerala starts at 8.10am and ends
at 3.30pm. We had two breaks; the first was 25 minutes and the second was 40 minutes. | had eight subjects a day
and each lesson was 40 minutes long. My subjects were Music, English, Science, Maths, PE, Hindi, Malayalam and
Social Studies. We didn't have DT, Drama or Welsh. My teachers were strict and could hit you with a stick! It was a
large school of almost 2,000 pupils but it wasn't very diverse. Teachers gave us money to buy food if we forgot our
lunch. Overall, | think Penglais is better because it has lots of creative subjects that help you prepare for the future.
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Library News

Our Librarian Mrs Kennedy was head of the judging panel
for the Tir na n-Og Book Awards this year. These are the
oldest awards for children’s literature in Wales. We were
thrilled to host the English Language Category awards
ceremony in our Library on the 21st May. Presenter Sara
Gibson, hosted the event, featuring a special author Q
and A session with students from the school's book club.

Shortlisted authors Liz Hyder, Meleri Wyn James and
Claire Fayers were delighted with the originality of the
questions asked and spent some time debating what one
item they would take with them for an eternity in space.
Congratulations to author Liz Hyder for winning this year’s
award with her deeply captivating and darkly magical
Young Adult book, The Twelve.
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Read a book set in a different country
Listen to an audiobook

Read outside

Read a book published more than 10 years ago
Read for 30 minutes

Read a comic or magazine

Read to a family member

Visit a library

Read a non-fiction book

Read a book that is now also a film
Read a graphic novel

Re-read a favourite book
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Library News

Hay Festival trip

Before the half-term break, 44 of our students had the fantastic
opportunity to attend the world-renowned Hay Literature Festival. The
day was a huge success, with excellent behaviour from all students,
who represented the school brilliantly.

During the trip, students had the chance to listen to two engaging and
inspiring speakers. One of the highlights was Welsh poet Connor Allen,
who served as Children’s Laureate Wales from 2021 to 2023. He
captivated the audience with his powerful storytelling and poetry,
encouraging young people to find their voice through creative
expression. Another standout moment was a talk by acclaimed author
Anthony McGowan, winner of the 2020 CILIP Carnegie Medal for his
book Lark, which is especially popular among our students.
Throughout the day, students enjoyed exploring different genres,
literary styles, and perspectives, helping to broaden their
understanding and appreciation of literature. It was a thoroughly
enjoyable and enriching experience for all, and we look forward to
returning next year!

Answers to April’'s Book Dingbats:

Book Dingbats Answers
1. Girl in Pieces

2. Heartstopper

3. Little Prince

4. Lord of the Flies
5.WarHorse

6. Watership Down
7.Maze Runner

8. Six Crimson Cranes

9. Aliens Love Underpants
10. Tom Gates

11. Noughts and Crosses

12. Fault in our Stars

Students from the Library got creative decorating our Library window to celebrate the release of the new
book from David Attenborough and Colin Butfield, Ocean. Thank you to The Reading Agency for our free

copy of the book and resources. Take a dive into a good book this summer.

#PenglaisReaders
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Mary Poppins

Students in Year 7 and 8 had the fantastic opportunity to perform their own musical this year, and what a
treat it was. Once again, audiences witnessed the talent of our students on stage with over 50 Year 7 and 8
students taking part and wowing our audiences with some firm favourite such as A Spoonful of Sugar, Chim
Chim Cher-ee and, of course, Super-cali-fragil-istic-expi-ali-docious. Congratulations to all involved, including
our older students who were responsible for much of the directing, singing training, choreographing, stage
managing, lights and sound. Thank you also to Mr Stott, Mrs Rhys, Mrs Luff and all other members of staff
involved in ensuring that all three performances were a success.
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Mary Poppins
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