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The Home Learning policy replaces the Homework Policy. 

Home learning is learning completed outside the timetabled curriculum (lessons) 

independent of the subject teacher. Home learning plays an important role in developing 

students’ intrinsic motivation to further their knowledge, understanding, and skills in subject 

areas as well as consolidating, retrieving and revising knowledge and understanding.  The 

cultural and pedagogical shift to home learning aims to develop a student’s intrinsic 

motivation to learn by developing autonomy over how and what and when to learn, offering 

novel and engaging tasks that promote mastery, setting purposeful tasks that contribute to 

the larger enterprise that their class is engaged in, and avoiding punitive measures for non-

compliance or completion*.  Teachers will provide students with engaging, well planned, and 

purposeful home learning tasks that include an element of choice, creativity, and 

independence. All home learning is grounded in the four principles below and develops the 

characteristics of independent and resilient learners.   

*(The Dan Pink Model of Motivation: The Autonomy, Mastery and Purpose Framework | Intrinsic Motivation 

2009) 

Characteristics of Independent and Resilient Learners at Ysgol Penglais: 

1. Always equipped and ready to learn 

2. Tries their best in all learning 

3. Manages their time well 

4. Adapts to new challenges or environments 

5. Will work on their own and with others  

6. Uses advice and feedback to make progress 

7. Accepts that getting things wrong is part of the learning process 

8. Know what to do when they are stuck 

Principles of Home learning 

Principle One: Intrinsic Motivation 

Home learning should build the self-motivation and independence of students, furthering 

their learning outside the classroom. 

This supports students to work on their own and adapt to new challenges. 

Principle Two: Embed Creativity 

Home learning should enable students to extend the knowledge and skills acquired in the 

lesson, providing the opportunity to be creative and develop out of the box thinking. 
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This supports students to adapt to new learning challenges or environments. 

Principle Three: To Build Resilience 

Home learning is essential in developing resilience in completing learning without the direct 

support of a teacher, parent/ or guardian. 

This supports students to work on their own, and with others, and accept that getting things 

wrong is part of the learning process. 

Principle Four: To Establish a Culture of Learning 

Students are to place value in engaging and completing home learning as part of the daily 

routine that supports the culture of high expectations within the school. 

This helps students to try their best in all learning opportunities and respond to advice and 

feedback. 
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Expectations of School 

• Home learning will be well-planned in departments and faculties and offer differentiated 

learning opportunities that link to the programmes of learning 

• Home learning should give regular opportunities for students to have autonomy in choosing 

different types of tasks that are purposeful and challenging * 

• In year 7,8 and 9 home learning menus will be used but other types of homework including 

retrieval quizzes may also be part of home learning ** 

• The timing and regularity of home learning tasks is to be decided by departments and faculties 

but there should be at least one menu task set each half term 

• We expect all students to complete the home learning set by teachers. However, formal 

sanctions such as detentions will not be issued to students not completing home learning 

• The outcomes of home learning tasks will be celebrated, rewarded, and shared amongst 

students, where appropriate. This could include sharing within the class, awarding positive 

points or postcards, displaying work within the faculty, school, or wider community 

• Where appropriate, teachers will support different groups of students with home learning 

• Home learning tasks will be recorded by the teacher on Teams 

• Home learning menus/ choice grids will be placed on Teams and the school website 

• Feedback to students on home learning tasks will vary, according to the task. Teachers may 

share outcomes of  student’s home learning with parents through contacting home, 

conversations at parents’ evening, or in written reports 

• At GCSE & A Level home learning tasks will still need to be differentiated to student ability 

but follow the needs of the specification. Home learning may include independent research, 

completion of reading, exam style questions and pieces of extended writing, as suitable for 

the subject. 

*Mode A and Mode B Homework Tom Sherrington 
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Expectations of Students  

• Students are to independently organise and manage their time to complete home learning 

tasks in the time given 

• Students will check Teams to remember the requirements of the home learning tasks 

• Students will make good choices, when offered, as to the type of task that they complete 

from the menu 

• Students will be expected to complete other home learning (non-menu), as set by the teacher  

• Students will understand that some home learning is an opportunity to develop their 

independence, interest, and creativity in a range of subjects 

• Students may seek support to further understand or complete home learning 

• Students in year 7,8,9 may use home learning tasks as part of their ‘best work’ portfolio 

• Students in Year 10-13 may use VESPA to support with home learning and study 

• Students in Year 10-13 will be expected to complete the home learning and meet deadlines 

to support progress towards formal qualifications 

 

Expectations of Parents/ Guardians 

• Parents need to understand the purpose and vision of home learning, as a tool to enable their 

child to become independent and resilient citizens in society 

• Parents and guardians will be able to view home learning on the school website under 

curriculum. 

• Parents and guardians are encouraged to support and monitor the frequency of home 

learning completed by their child. 

• Parents and guardians can raise their concerns about their child’s home learning during 

parent/ guardian evenings or contact their head of year.  
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Quality assurance of Home Learning 

• The quality and rate of completion of home learning can be included in faculty and school 

quality assurance processes 

• Reviewing the value of home learning through student voice is a useful way to refine and 

improve future approaches and strategies 

• Sharing and celebrating some of the student outcomes from home learning tasks in terms 

of effort and engagement, as well as standard is to be encouraged, where possible 

 

Research – Home Learning  

Case study: Transforming your homework policy 

Homework | EEF 

Setting Great Homework: The Mode A:Mode B approach – teacherhead 

The puzzle of motivation | Dan Pink | TED - YouTube 

Drive: The Surprising Truth About What Motivates 2011 Daniel H. Pink  

Are you setting the right kind of homework? | tes Magazine 

Home truths about homework | tes Magazine 

TPS4: How can parents help with learning and revision? – teacherhead 

To engage students, give them meaningful choices in the classroom - Kappan 

Online 

The importance of student choice in the classroom - blog 

(PDF) Optimizing the Power of Choice: Supporting Student Autonomy to 

Foster Motivation and Engagement in Learning 

What happens when you give your students a choice 

Homework: What does the Hattie research actually say? – teacherhead 

 

 

https://www.sec-ed.co.uk/content/best-practice/case-study-transforming-your-homework-policy/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/homework
https://teacherhead.com/2019/03/11/setting-great-homework-the-mode-amode-b-approach/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrkrvAUbU9Y
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Daniel-H-Pink/e/B001IXS3PC/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.tes.com/magazine/archive/are-you-setting-right-kind-homework
https://www.tes.com/magazine/teaching-learning/general/home-truths-about-homework
https://teacherhead.com/2023/01/15/tps4-how-can-parents-help-with-learning-and-revision/
https://kappanonline.org/engage-students-give-meaningful-choices-classroom/
https://kappanonline.org/engage-students-give-meaningful-choices-classroom/
https://the-english-classroom.com/blog/the-importance-of-student-choice-in-the-classroom/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/276074224_Optimizing_the_Power_of_Choice_Supporting_Student_Autonomy_to_Foster_Motivation_and_Engagement_in_Learning
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/276074224_Optimizing_the_Power_of_Choice_Supporting_Student_Autonomy_to_Foster_Motivation_and_Engagement_in_Learning
https://www.sec-ed.co.uk/content/blogs/what-happens-when-you-give-your-students-a-choice/
https://teacherhead.com/2012/10/21/homework-what-does-the-hattie-research-actually-say/
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Appendix – Home Learning Grids 
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