Exams Information — for the year ahead

2025-26

Year 11




1. ‘Tidy Up’ your exam results from the summer 2025
a) You MUST have collected & checked your results sheet from last month.

* Any missing results

* Any ‘surprise’ results i.e. any grades well below what you were expecting

e Understand your results — where are you between grade boundaries?

You can use the WIJEC UMS grade boundaries sheet to check your grade boundaries
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/hafladkj/overall-gcse-ums-grade-boundaries-and-unit-information.pdf - for modular

subjects like science, Eng Lit, Welsh second language.
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Grade boundaries are the minimum number of marks needed to achieve each grade. Whilst exam papers are
written to the same level of difficulty, they do vary each year. Grade boundaries ensure that whenever the exam is
sat, students receive the same grade for the same level of performance.

For unitised specifications, grade boundaries are expressed on a Uniform Mark Scale (UMS). UMS grade boundaries
remain the same every year as the range of UMS mark percentages allocated to a particular grade does not
change. UMS grade boundaries are published at overall subject and unit level.

> You can access unit grade boundaries and raw mark to UMS information in our Grade converter here

For linear specifications, a single grade is awarded for the overall subject, rather than for each component/unit that
contributes towards the overall grade. Grade boundaries are published on results day.

The 'notional’ grade boundaries for each component are also available from 8am on publication of results days.
Component boundaries are 'notional' and intended only as a guide, they are not official grades.

National level statistics are compiled and published by The Joint Council for Qualifications (3CQ), a membership
organisation comprising some of largest providers of qualifications in the UK

June 2025
AS/A Level -
Level 3 ~
GCSE ~

> Overall GCSE UMS Grade Boundaries and Unit Information

> Overall GCSE UMS Grade Boundaries and Unit Information (2022)

> GCSE Grade Peints (Non Uniform Mark] - June 2025
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Overall GCSE UMS Grade Boundaries and Unit
Information

Max A* A B C D E F G
800 | 720 | 640 | 560 | 480 | 400 | 320 | 240 | 160

Applied Science Double

Award

ﬁﬂg"rid Science Single 400 | 360| 320 280| 240 | 200| 160 | 120| 80
Biology 400 | 360 | 320| 280 | 240 | 200| 160 | 120| 80
Built Environment 400 | 360 | 320 280 | 240 | 200 | 160 | 120| 80
Chemistry 400 | 360 | 320| 280 | 240 | 200| 160 | 120| 80
English Literature 200 | 180 | 160| 140| 120 | 100| 80| 60| 40
French 400 | 360 | 320 280 | 240 | 200| 160 | 120| 80
German 400 | 360 | 320| 280 | 240 | 200 | 160 | 120| 80

Health and Social Care and
Childcare Single Award
Health and Social Care and
Childcare Double Award

250 | 225 | 200| 175 | 180 | 125 | 100 75 50

500 | 450 | 400 | 350 | 300 | 250 | 200 | 150 | 100

History 300 | 270 | 240 | 210 | 180 | 150 | 120 90 60
Physics 400 | 360 | 320 | 280 | 240 | 200 | 160 | 120 80
Religious Studies (Full) 300 | 270 | 240 | 210 | 180 | 150 | 120 90 60
Religious Studies

{Shc?rt Course) 150 | 135 | 120 | 105 90 75 60 45 30
Science Double Award 800 | 720 | 640 | 560 | 480 | 400 | 320 | 240 | 160
Spanish 400 | 360 | 320| 280 | 240 | 200 | 160 | 120 80
Welsh Literature 200 | 180 | 160 | 140 | 120 | 100 80 60 40
Welsh Second Language 400 | 360 | 320) 280 | 240 | 200| 160 ] 120 80

These are the overall grade boundaries for modular
GCSE courses, including your subjects from the Year 10
exams.

GCSE UNIT RESULTS

All unitised GCSE schemes use a nationally agreed uniform mark scale (UMS) to report the
result of each unit and subject awards. The maximum uniform mark for a subject depends
upon the total number of units contributing to the qualification and the maximum uniform
mark for a unit depends upon the importance (weighting) of the unit within the qualification.

There are a number of separate UMS, each with a different maximum unit mark. The
maximum uniform mark for each unit is given below. The minimum uniform mark required
for each grade of a Unit Result for each UMS are:

A* A B C D E F G
Maximum Uniform Mark of 40 36 32 28 24 20 16 12 8
Maximum Uniform Mark of 50 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10
Maximum Uniform Mark of 60 54 48 42 36 30 24 18 12
Maximum Uniform Mark of 70 63 56 49 42 35 28 21 14
Maximum Uniform Mark of 75 68 60 53 45 38 30 23 15
Maximum Uniform Mark of 80 72 64 56 48 40 32 24 16
Maximum Uniform Mark of 90 81 72 63 54 45 36 27 18
Maximum Uniform Mark of 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20
Maximum Uniform Mark of 120 108 96 84 72 60 48 36 24
Maximum Uniform Mark of 150 135 | 120 | 105 90 75 60 45 30
Maximum Uniform Mark of 160 144 | 128 | 112 96 80 64 48 32
Maximum Uniform Mark of 180 162 | 144 | 126 | 108 90 72 54 36
Maximum Uniform Mark of 200 180 | 160 | 140 | 120 | 100 80 60 40

The maximum UMS for the foundation tier is set at one mark below the minimum UMS
required for grade b. In a foundation tier unit targeted at grades ¢ — g, the maximum uniform
mark available will be equivalent to a top grade c. Unit results below the minimum judged by
WAJEC to be of sufficient standard will receive an unclassified (u) notional grade. Candidates
who narrowly fail to achieve grade d on the higher tier will be awarded grade e. Unclassified
results (u) will be issued to candidates in higher tier units who fail to reach the standard for
the award of grade e.

This shows the grade boundaries for units of different
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GCSE Units — Maximum UMS Mark for each subject unit
This table shows how much

Subject Unit ::é Subject Unit H:‘:s each of the WJEC exams last

*Applied Science (Single) Unit 1 160 | History Unit 1 75 summer were worth.

*Applied Science (Single) Unit 2 120 | History Unit 2 75

*Applied Science (Single) Unit 3 B0 | History Unit 3 90

Applied Science (Single) Unit 4 40 | History Unit 4 60 In Year 10' we had

*Applied Science (Double) Unit 1 180 | "Physics Unit 1 180

*Applied Science (Double) Unit 2 180 | "Physics Unit 2 180 ; ;

*Applied Science (Double) Unit 3 200 | Physics Unit 3 40 Tri ple Science

*Applied Science (Double) Unit 4 160 | Religious Studies Unit 1 150 Biol 1 (marked out of 180)

Applied Science (Double) Unit 5 80 | Religious Studies Unit 2 150
*Biology Unit 1 180 | Religious Studies Unit 3 150 Chem 1
*Biology Unit 2 180 | *Science (Double) Unit 1 - Biology 1 120 Phvsics 1

Biology Unit 3 40 | *Science (Double) Unit 2 - Chemisfry 1 120 Y
Built Environment Unit 1 140 | *Science (Double) Unit 3 - Physics 1 120
Built Environment Unit 2 160 | *Science (Double) Unit 4 - Biology 2 120 Dou b|e SCi ence
Built Environment Unit 3 100 | *Science (Double) Unit 5 - Chemistry 2 120 | . .
*Chemistry Unit 1 180 | *Science (Double) Unit 6 - Physics 2 120 Science double Biol 1 (marked out of 120)
*Chemistry Unit 2 180 | Science (Double) Unit 7 — Practical B0 Science double Chem 1
Assessment
Chemistry Unit 3 40 | Spanish Units 1-4 100 Science double Phy 1
*English Literature Unit 1 70 | *Welsh Literature Unit 1 50
*English Literature Unit 2 80 | *Welsh Literature Unit 2 50
English Literature Unit 3 50 | "Welsh Literature Unit 3 50 : : :
French Units 1-4 100 | Welsh Literature Unit 4 50 English Lit Unit 1 (marked out of 70)
German Units 1-4 100 | Welsh 2™ Language Unit 1 100
Health & Social Care and Childcare Unit 1 | 100 | Welsh 2™ Language Unit 2 100 .
Health & Social Care and Childcare Unit 2 | 150 | Welsh 2 Language Unit 3 100 Welsh 2"d Lang Unit 1 (marked out of 100
Health & Social Care and Childcare Unit 3 | 100 | Welsh 2™ Language Unit 4 100 peNEGE%SE E,E;*T‘OOL
Health & Social Care and Childcare Unit4 | 150 COURRSS, L HEaRy
* For those units marked with an asterisk, the figure given is for the higher tier. The ﬁ‘
maximum UMS for the foundation tier is set at one mark below the minimum UMS required

for grade B.
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Examples of results from 2025, and how to check grade Welsh Second Language

boundaries
What is this against the grade boundaries for Welsh 2nd ?
. Welsh 2™ Language Unit 1 100
Date Exam Unit Code |Board Exam Level| Result | Mark | Equ Welsh 2™ Lanquage Unit 2 100
2025/06 gg'zsohusﬁcmd Language Oracy Response 30541 |WyEC GCSE  |GCSEB 078 | b Welsh 2: Language Unit 3 100
2025/06 |Science Double Biology 1 Higher (3430UA)  |3430UA |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 072 | ¢ Welsh 2" Language Unit 4 100
2025/06 |Science Double Chemistry 1 Higher (3430UB) |3430UB |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 073 | ¢
2025/06 |Science Double Physics 1 Higher (3430UC)  [3430UC |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 075 | ¢
2025/06 |English Lit Prose, Cultures Higher (3720UA)  |3720UA |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 055 | b
2025/06 | Welsh Bacc N/f Global Citizenship (90S9U3) |90S9U3 |WJEC GCE  |WBQ/1&2 043 | P2 Unit 1 is marked out of 100 — so check the boundaries
for units marked out of 100
Ar A B [ D E F G
Welsh 2nd Lang Unit 1 (marked out of 100) Maximum Uniform Mark of 40 36 | 32| 28] 24| 20[ 16| 12| 8
Maximum Uniform Mark of 50 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10
Maximum Uniform Mark of 60 54 48 42 36 30 24 18 12
Maximum Uniform Mark of 70 63 56 49 42 s 28 21 14
1 Maximum Uniform Mark of 75 [::] 60 53 45 K] 30 23 15
DOU ble SCIence Maximum Uniform Mark of 80 72 64 56 48 40 a2 24 16
i 1 Maximurn Uniform Mark of 90 81 72| 63| 54 45| 38| 27 18
SCIence dOUbIe BIOI 1 (marked out Of 120) Maximum Uniform Mark of 100 90| &0 | 70| 60 50| 40) 30| 20
Science double Chem 1
Science double Phy 1 So, Welsh is 2 marks off an a —so is a very strong b grade

English Lit Unit 1 (marked out of 70)
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Same example continued..... Double Science -

*Science (Double) Unit 1 - Biology 1 120
*Science (Double) Unit 2 - Chemistry 1 120
*Science (Double) Unit 3 - Physics 1 120
*Science (Double) Unit 4 - Biology 2 120
*Science (Double) Unit 5 - Chemistry 2 120
Date Exam Unit Code |Board Exam Level| Result | Mark | Equ Science (Double) Unit 6 - Physics 2 120
Welsh Second Language Oracy Response
2025/06 3020U1 |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 078 | b
(3020U1) H ; _ :
2025/06 |Science Double Biology 1 Higher (3430UA)  |3430UA [WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 072 | ¢ Unit 1 is ma rked out Of 120-so0 CheCk the bOU nda rnes
2025/06 |Science Double Chemistry 1 Higher (3430UB) |3430UB |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 073 | ¢ for units marked out of 120
2025/06 |Science Double Physics 1 Higher (3430UC)  |3430UC |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 075 | ¢
2025/06 |English Lit Prose, Cultures Higher (3720UA)  |3720UA [WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 055 | b | = — A l A Bl C l D £ l L e l
— , Maximum Uniform Mark of 120 108] 96| 84| 72| 60| 48| 36| 24|
2025/06 |Welsh Bacc N/f Global Citizenship (90S9U3) |90S9U3 |(WJEC GCE  |WBQ/1&2 043 | P2 ' : * :

So, Biol is right on the ¢/d boundary (bottom end ‘c’)
Welsh 27 Lang Unit 1 (marked out of 100) Chem is 1 mark above the ¢/d boundary

Physics is 3 marks above the c/d boundary, 7 off a ‘b’
Double Science

Science double Biol 1 (marked out of 120) English Lit — marked out of 70
Science double Chem 1 1 [ ~A] A] B8] €] O] E] F| Gl
| Maximum Uniform Mark of 70 | 83| 56| 49| 42| 35| 28] 21 14

Science double Phy 1
So, Eng Lit is 1 mark off an ’a’ grade

PENGLAIS SCHog,

COURACE. STRENGTH, 1/ ARy

English Lit Unit 1 (marked out of 70) WBQ Citizenship
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A* A B C D E F G
Maximum Uniform Mark of 40 36 32 28 24 20 16 12 a8
Maximum Uniform Mark of 50 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10
Maximum Uniform Mark of 60 54 48 42 36 30 24 18 12
Maximum Uniform Mark of 70 63 56 49 42 35 28 21 14
Maximum Uniform Mark of 75 68 60 53 45 38 30 23 15
Maximum Uniform Mark of 80 T2 64 56 48 40 32 24 16
Maximum Uniform Mark of 90 81 72 63 54 45 36 27 18
Maximum Uniform Mark of 100 a0 80 70 60 50 40 30 20
Maximum Uniform Mark of 120 108 96 84 72 60 48 36 24
Date Exam Unit Code [Board Exam Level| Result | Mark | Equ
2025/06 gg'zsohus.l?m”d Language Oracy Response 135501 |\WyEC GCSE  |GCSE/B 058 | d
2025/06 |Science Double Biology 1 Higher (3430UA)  |3430UA |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 065 | d
2025/06 |Science Double Chemistry 1 Higher (3430UB) |3430UB |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 083 | ¢
2025/06 |Science Double Physics 1 Higher (3430UC)  |3430UC |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 074 | ¢
Date Exam Unit Code |Board Exam Level| Result | Mark | Equ
2025/06 gg'zsohus.l‘;m"d Language Oracy Response |3050,1  |wyEC GCSE  |GCSE/B 058 | d
2025/06 |Science Double Biology 1 Higher (3430UA)  |3430UA |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 077 | ¢
2025/06 |Science Double Chemistry 1 Higher (3430UB) |3430UB |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 081 | ¢
2025/06 |Science Double Physics 1 Higher (3430UC)  |3430UC |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 080 | ¢
2025/06  |English Lit Prose, Cultures Found (3720U1)  |3720U1 |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 043 | ©
Date Exam Unit Code |Board Exam Level | Result | Mark | Equ
2025/06 gg';ohuﬁ?“”d Language Oracy Response  |35561  |WJEC GCSE  |GCSEB 078 | b
2025/06  |Science Double Biology 1 Higher (3430UA)  |3430UA |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 083 | ¢
2025/06 |Science Double Chemistry 1 Higher (3430UB) |3430UB |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 085 | b
2025/06 |Science Double Physics 1 Higher (3430UC)  |3430UC |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 09 | a
2025/06  |English Lit Prose, Cultures Higher (3720UA)  |3720UA |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 044 | ¢
2025/06 |Welsh Bacc N/f Global Citizenship (90S9U3)  |90S9U3 [WJEC GCE  |WBQ/1&2 041 | P2

Welsh — out of 100
Double Science — out of 120
Eng Lit — out of 70

2 off grade c in Welsh second language

About halfway between c and d in Biol
1 mark off grade b in Chem
2 marks above the ¢/d boundary in Physics

2 off grade c in Welsh second langauge

About halfway between b and c in Biol
3 marks off grade b in Chem

4 marks off grade b in Physics

Just achieved grade c in Eng Lit

Nearly a in Welsh

1 off b in Biol

1 above b in Chem
Bang on a in Physics
2 above cin Eng Lit
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Some sat triple science exams

*Chemistry Unit 2 180 | Science (Double) Unit 7 — Practical 80
Assessment
Chemistry Unit 3 40 | Spanish Units 1-4 100
Date Exam Unit Code |Board Exam Level| Result | Mark | Equ *English Literature Unit 1 70 | *Welsh Literature Unit 1 50
*English Literature Unit 2 80 | *"Welsh Literature Unit 2 50
2025/06 }‘;’S'fohﬁ?“"" Language Oracy Response | 305041 |WJEC GCSE  |GCSE/B 100 | a* | [English Literature Unit3 50 | "Welsh Literature Unit 3 50
- - French Units 1-4 100 | Welsh Literature Unit 4 50
2025/06 Blolog‘y Cells & E_cosystem Higher F3400UA) 3400UA |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 161 | a Saran Ui 1 100 | Welsh 2 Language Unit 1 700
2025/06 BZ??ILT;\? Chemical Substances Higher 3410UA |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 161 | a Health & Social Care and Childcare Unit 1 | 100 | Welsh 2™ Language Unit 2 100
- — - Health & Social Care and Childcare Unit2 [ 150 | Welsh 2™ Language Unit 3 100
2025/06 |Physics Electricity & Energy Higher (3420UA) |3420UA |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 169 a* Health & Social Care and Childcare Unit 3 100 | Welsh 2™ Language Unit 4 100
2025/06 |English Lit Prose, Cultures Higher (3720UA)  |3720UA |WJEC GCSE |GCSE/B 063 | a* Health & Social Care and Childcare Unit4 [ 150
2025/06 |Welsh Bacc N/f Global Citizenship (90S9U3) [90S9U3 |WJEC GCE  |WBQ/1&2 073 | D2 « For those units marked with an asterisk, the figure given is for the higher tier. The
maximum UMS for the foundation tier is set at one mark below the minimum UMS required
for arade R
GCSE Units = Maximum UMS Mark for each subject unit ’
A* A B] C D E FI[ G
___ Maximum Uniform Mark of 40 36 32 28 24 20 16 12 8
Subject Unit Max | Subject Unit Max Maximum Uniform Mark of 50 45 | 40| 35| 30| 25| 20| 15| 10
UMS UMS Maxirmum Uniform Mark of 60 54 | 48| 42| 38| 30| 24| 18] 12
*Applied Science (Single) Unit 1 160 | History Unit 1 75 Maximum Uniform Mark of 70 B3 56 49 42 35 28 21 14
*Applied Science (Single) Unit 2 120 | History Unit 2 75 Maximum Uniform Mark of 75 66| 60| 53| 45| 38| 30| 23 15
“Aplad Sclarcs (Sie) Uni 3 80 | Hisiory Unif 3 % Maximm Uniform Mark o 90 511 72| 63| sa| 45| 38| o7} 18
Applied Science (Single) Unit 4 40 | History Unit 4 60 Maximum Uniform Mark of 100 90| 80| 70| 60| 50| 40| 30| 20
~Applied Science (Double) Unkt 1 180 | "Physics Unit 1 180 Maximum Uniform Mark of 120 18] 06| 84| 72| 60| 48| 36| 24
“Applied Science (Double) Unit 2 180 | "Physics Unit 2 180 Maximum Uniform Mark of 150 135 | 120 105] 90| 75| 60| 45| 30
Applied Science (Double) Unit 3 200 | Physics Unit 3 40 Maximum Uniform Mark of 160 144 | 128 | 112| 96| 80| 64| 48| a2
*Applied Science (Double) Unit 4 160 | Religious Studies Unit 1 150 Maximum Uniform Mark of 180 162 | 144 126 | 108| 90| 72| 54| 36
Applied Science (Double) Unit 5 80 | Religious Studies Unit 2 150 Maximurm Uniform Mark of 200 180 | 160] 140 | 120] 100 | 80| 60| 40
*Biology Unit 1 180 | Religious Studies Unit 3 150
*Biology Unit 2 180 [ *Science (Double) Unit 1 - Biology 1 120 . *
Biology Unit 3 40 | *Science (Double) Unit 2 - Chemistry 1 120 Biol 161 /180 so 146 = 1 off a
Built Environment Unit 1 140 | *Science (Double) Unit 3 - Physics 1 120
Built Environment Unit 2 160 | *Science (Double) Unit 4 - Biology 2 120 Chem 161 /180 =1 off a*
- ; ; o ; . PENGLAIS SCHog,
Built Environment Unit 3 100 | *Science (Double) Unit 5 - Chemistry 2 120 . _ . * QURAGE.STRENGTH 1,
*Chemistry Unit 1 180 | *Science (Double) Unit 6 - Physics 2 120 Physics 169/180 = well into a © T
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Eng Lit 63/ 70 = right on the a* boundary

Marked out of 180 WBQ 73 = well into the top grade (60=D2)



There were no entries for Cymraeg

This is a linear course, and all entries must be made for next summer

An ‘X" means you had an entry and no work was submitted (in effect, you have a mark of zero)

A ‘U’ means work was handed in, but did not achieve the lowest grade available e.g. ‘g’ at GCSE or P1 WBQ

Once you have checked your results against the grade boundaries you will be clear on the level of work you achieved last
year —

You may be on a borderline between grades
You may be a ‘solid’ grade i.e. not on a borderline

It is important you ‘understand’ your results, it is not as simple as reading the grade.
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Once you have checked, and understood your results, there are 2 more options available after results are issued:

b) Access to Scripts.

You can get an electronic copy of your paper back at no extra cost — Heads of Faculty, subject leaders and
exams staff can do this. This is useful for

) If your result is lower than expected, and you want to check it has been marked correctly, OR
ii) If you may want to re-sit the unit next summer, and want to see what you did well / not so well, OR

iii) If you just want to look through what you did in the written exams e.g. check timings, accuracy of writing

| will be in the main foyer, Reception, at breaktime today & tomorrow, and in the main hall 12.30 — 1.05 all week,
otherwise you must e-mail staff to confirm your name and which papers you want e-mailed.

| think this is a very useful service — use it!
This is available for 6 months after results day, but if you want your paper(s), do this in the next 2 weeks.

c) Review of marking. If you / your teacher has checked an exam paper with you, against the mark scheme, and

there is clear evidence of failure to follow the mark scheme you can request for a review of marking. You will need

to see Mrs Fulton (data office) or me to arrange this with you (you have to pay for this, unless e SCHoo,

you receive EMA or free school meals.) Note: This is not remarking the answers you wrote, it is O 4z

reviewing the examiner’s marking. You have to pay for this, unless on free school meals (£43 per paper) g‘“
w

Deadline: Sept 25" - do not leave to the final day




There is lots of support on exam board websites e.g.

-
wjec
cbac

w Qualifications

Student Support .

O

Key dates and exam timetables

Your wellbeing

AN

https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/student-support/

il Cymrasg leachinkngland? About Us

Professional Learning Administration Student Support

] W WA Y W §

Everything you need to know, from revision to results! You'll find a range of useful information

Useful Contacts  bxaminewithus  Portal Q. search

Specification

Examiners’ reports
‘walk through’ exams

including articles, top tips. practical advice and much, much more.

1. Subject info —select
qualifications to find:

Past papers & mark schemes

2. Student Support — includes

including

Wellbeing
Revision
Blogs

lots of information & advice,
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2. Mock exams (December)

Make sure you prepare for these — the final formal assessments you will have before your final GCSE exams in Summer 2026.

3. January re-sit in English Literature
This is offered in January. NOTE: you can only re-sit once, so if you re-sit in January you cannot do this again in the summer

You are charged for re-sits, including if you had an entry for the summer and did not attend. There are some exceptions to the
charges, you can speak with your Head of Year about this first.

If you were not entered last summer — you must speak with your teacher about an entry for January
Deadline: Oct 20™ — don’t leave to the final day.

January / February Science practical exams

You will have practical exams in the science labs and formal write ups in the main hall during January. The practical exams for
double and triple science courses are worth 10% of your final mark.

4. WBQ Skills Challenge - January entries

There are January entries for WBQ Challenge Units - Deadline for entries is 215 November

IF work was completed last year, but not submitted as an entry for summer 2025 these should be entered for January. __ . usscioo,

COURAGE. STRENGTH, 1/ ARy

These entries are complicated —check with your teacher what is being entered for the January season

K
The Skills Challenge is worth the same as a GCSE qualification v




What is the Welsh Baccalaureate & the Skills Challenge Certificate?

Enterprise and Global
Employability Citizenship
Challenge Challenge

Individual 7 KSAWHSE N Community
Project Challenge

stuther L ol

GCSEs, 2 : 4 Language
which can - '
include 2

vocational

qualifications Maths or

Maths - Numeracy

The National Welsh Bacc is awarded at a Pass
grade when learners achieve all elements of the
wheel at an A* to C grade.

The Foundation Welsh Bacc. is awarded at a Pass
grade when learners achieve a Pass* or Pass in the
Skills Challenge Certificate, and an A*to G in the
other qualifications on the wheel.

The Skills Challenge Certificate at
National/Foundation level is graded as follows:
National Skills Challenge Certificate — A*to C grade
Foundation Skills Challenge Certificate — Pass * or
Pass

PENGLAIS SCHog,
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5. Summer 2026 exam entries

Summer exam entries are made in January. Teachers will make entries for students on class lists in Year 11 lessons. A draft
exam timetable will be printed at the start of February to show your entries and dates of exams. If written exams do not show
on this timetable it means you are not currently entered, and you need to see your teacher immediately)

If any changes need to be made it is your responsibility to do this well before the deadline of February 20™. Changes may be
missing entries, entries not needed, no cash in entry, an incorrect name or date of birth on your entry sheet. Note: WBQ has a
later deadline.

If you are to re-sit any of the Year 10 units, you need to confirm these with PJJ or Mrs Fulton and make payment well before
the deadline. Teachers do not make re-sit entries — students do. Re-sit entries are only made after payment is made and
confirmed by you to exams staff

If you were entered for a unit in summer 2025 and did not turn up for this without a medical certificate, you will need to
arrange and pay for a re-sit in summer 2026

PENGLAIS SCHog
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Most subjects also include units not examined as written papers — these are Non-Exam Assessment (NEAs), and
these have regulations staff and students ,must keep to. You can view these at https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-
office/information-for-candidates-documents/

Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, thoughts, ideas or outputs and trying to pass them off as your own.

Exams regulations state that:
‘the work which you submit for assessment must be your own’;
‘vyou must not copy from someone else’

‘or allow another candidate to copy from you’

Make sure that any NEA work you submit as your own is your own. You can use research, but check with your teachers how
references and bibliographies must be included.

There are also regulations on the use of social media for assessment — Things not to do on social media include

e Buy/ask for/share exam or assessment content
) . PENGLAIS SCHog
e Pass on rumours of what’s in exams or assessments COURRDE STRENGTH Jle
e Share your work “4
e Work with others so that your assessment is not your own independent work
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There is specific (1)
guidance on use of How do I make sure
I don't Al? !
Artificial Intelligence, on misuse ,

such as Chat GPT, and
you ShOUId ChECk thIS Know the rules Reference reference reference! Declare it's all your own
. , If you're allowed to use Al tools, work — When you hand in your
Wlth your teaCher © Y':"“'l e r;‘ot allo\.:veq to use Al you must reference them clearly assessment, you have to sign a
, tools when you're in an exam o Name the Al tool vou used declaration. Anything without a
|f youre a llowed to use o Your teachers will tell you if you're Y reference must be all your own
allowed to use Al tools when o Add the date you generated work. If you've used an Al tool,
Al tOOlS, YOUu m ust doing your coursework - the rules the content don't sign the declaration until

you're sure you've added all
o Explain how you used it the references

reference them clea r|y 0 Even if you're allowed to use Al o Save a screenshot of the

tools, you can't get marks for i ked and
content just produced by Al - questions you asked an
the answers you got

will depend on your qualification

your marks come from showing
Na me the AI tOOl yOU your own understanding and
used producing your own wark

REMEMBER

Misusing Al is cheating!
Know the rules
Talk to your teachers

Add the date you

generated the content
What happens if | misuse Al?

Explain how you used it

If yvou've misused Al, you

Save a screenshot of g;“t'g;iig;“n;;irkiou ENGLAIS SCHOO
. - P L
the questions you could even be disqualified Reference clearly COURRCESERTH HE
asked and the answers from the subject K
DON'T RISK IT! s
you got

o




6. Summer exam timetable
This now shows on the WJEC website https://www.wiec.co.uk/media/ovdbnkhi/ecse-june-2026-examination-timetable.pdf

Mornin Date
GCSE exams start on Thur 8" May (Maths Numeracy) Paper 2
Code Subject Duration
Wednesday
6 May
Mathematics — Numeracy (WALES)
3310U10-1 | it 1 Foulndation Tier 1h 30m
. . . 33100301 | ' intermeciate Tior th 4&m
. 3310US0-1 | it 1 Higher Tier fhasm 7 May
any exams after this date.

7. Results
January 2026 results are available on Thursday March 5,

Summer 2026 GCSE results are available in school on Thursday 20t August 2026 , between 08.00 — 11.00, in the Main Foyer
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On 20" August Results’ Day, in school, remember you can

1. Ask staff for advice if needed

2. Check your mark against grade boundaries

3. Request & get copies of your scripts

4. Check your scripts against the mark schemes (check the marking)
5. Check your mark breakdowns (marks per question)

6. Discuss reviews of marking

You are strongly advised to collect these results in school as staff will be available to help if required. Results will not be
e-mailed or given out over the telephone.

If you choose not to be collect your results in school on this day, you can give written permission to Mrs Fulton penLAlS Schog,

. . ) . . . QURAGE.STRENGTH e
for someone else to pick up your results. Be aware that staff in school on that morning will be meeting with “g .
students who have picked up their results, and they will not be able to deal with any queries about your results. .1‘ é‘




8. Certificates

These are received in school in November, and certificates for Year 13 and 11 students are awarded in Certificates’ Evening, in
the Great Hall of the Arts Centre in December — you will be invited to this.

Certificates are really important (GCE and GCSE) - many workplaces will want to see your certificates as part of their pre-
employment checks.
You may be asked for these for all your working life.

The name printed on the certificate is the name we hold in school, and is your legal name at the time of the exams. This is also
shown on your draft exam entries you receive in February.

If you have an incorrect name on the certificate, your results may not be accepted by the workplace

If you do not collect your certificates, if you lose them OR if you need to change the name this is costly and time consuming —
it currently costs c£45 per certificate and it can take months. You need to arrange for ‘replacement certificates’ with exam
boards directly,

To save you a lot of hassle, time and money

PENGLAIS SCHOoL
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Make sure you collect your certificates g‘d

We only have to keep them in school for 12 months. A



Use your time in Year 11 wisely

A school year 1s 39 weeks

There are 38 weeks with students in school

Exams often start 11 weeks before the end of the school year

This gives a maximum of 28 weeks in Year 11

You will lose teaching time for mock exams, practical exams, bank holidays
This leaves a maximum of 25 full weeks to the start of the exams

Divide this by 2

(our 2-week timetable)

PENGLAIS SCHog,

This leaves fewer than 13 cycles of the timetable to the start of the summer exams (URROE STRENGTR 1

K

This is the longest term of the year, so you need to be completing the most tasks this term — don’t leave things &
&




You will have access to an electronic guide to exams booklet in the next few weeks

This will contain further information on the exams process this year and regulations for your NEAs and written exams
You have completed 3.5 terms already on your exam subjects

You have not much more than 2 terms until the main written exams begin

So, you are already over halfway through your courses — Year 11 will ‘fly by’, especially after Christmas

Ask your teachers for advice if needed

Use the information on the exam board websites for more detailed information

Try your best at all times
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