
Year 12

Exams Information – for the year ahead

2025-26



1. ‘Tidy up’ GCSE exams from the summer 2025

a)   You MUST have checked your results sheet from last month. 

• Any missing results
• Any ‘surprise’ results  i.e. any grades well below what you were expecting
• Understand your results – where are you between grade boundaries?
• You can use the WJEC UMS grade boundaries sheet to check your grade boundaries  
                                                                                                              -for modular subjects like science, Eng Lit, Welsh, History, Spanish.overall-gcse-ums-grade-boundaries-and-unit-information.pdf
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Grade boundary document shows Eng Lang ‘A’ boundary as 282marks.

Are all results showing?
Final grades in capital letters
Lower case letters are unit grades for modular courses
Marks with no grades are unit marks on linear courses

So, this is 1 mark off an ‘A’ grade

Check the music mark against the grade boundaries

Check the Welsh mark against the grade boundaries

This helps you understand your results, and 
also check for any possible errors



Grade boundary document shows Eng Lang ‘B’ boundary as 282marks.

So, this is 7 marks into a ‘B’ grade and 28 marks off an ‘A’

Check the maths mark against the grade boundaries

Check the English Literature mark against the grade boundaries

You can do this for all your results



b) Make sure you have made full use of the 2 main post results services - 

i.    Request an Electronic copy of written exam scripts, use this to 
• Check what you wrote – and all your work has been marked
• Check the marks are added up correctly and match your results sheet
• Check your work has been marked correctly – your teacher can help with this by using the mark schemes – especially if 

you are close to a grade boundary OR if you think the result is very different from what you expected

 Exams staff and Heads of Faculty can download these – there is no charge, and e-mail scripts to you

With linear courses, your teachers / exams staff can check your marks for each unit with you – these are not shown on your 
results’ sheet

ii. Review of Marking (this is not a remark)
    If you / your teacher can see a clear failure of an examiner to follow the mark scheme, you can pay for a review
    of marking £43 per paper (no charge if on free school meals). Marks will only change where there is clear failure so you 
must check your script first.

Deadline: Thur 25th Sept   -     don’t leave to the final day.

Nothing can be done after this date 



Last year – two errors identified in the first week back

1 – Marks missing from a coursework unit

2 – Missing Skills Challenge Grade & Overall WBQ Pass

It is WELL WORTH checking your results carefully



2. Are you on the correct courses this year?

   Check you have opted for the correct courses – 

   Have you checked the course content? 

   Have you checked the course assessment?
   e.g. written exams, coursework, essays, practical exams?

   Speak with your teacher in the next 2 weeks to check any queries 

   You usually have about 2 weeks if you are looking to change courses

  Are you interested?

  Are you motivated?

  Are you aware of individual learning requirements?  E.g. expected work outside of lesson time.



Information on WJEC courses is on www.wjec.co.uk             

http://www.wjec.co.uk/


Select the qualification you are looking for



Key documents and Resources are the main sources of information - 



If you have checked all this, then you should be on the correct courses for you.

Note: Each year when I see the Year 12 results, I see results of students who have not chosen the correct courses

Some re-sit lots of AS units in Year 13

Some start their GCE courses again.

Key word: Honesty

The table below shows the number of each grade, by subject, for Year 12 on results day Aug 2025

If you are on the correct courses, and consistently work well – you can do very well

BUT…….



b. November re-sits in Maths and English Language

If you are in the re-sit class and attending ALL lessons your teacher will make the entry, and you are not charged. If you are 

NOT in the re-sit class OR you are not attending all the re-sit class lessons, then you have to pay for the entry and make the 

entry with PJJ – you need to see PJJ or Mrs Fulton and pay on ParentPay before the entry goes in ( 2025 fee £46.80). Deadline 

is 4th October (don’t leave to the last day)

c. WBQ – Advanced Skills WBQ 

This course was new in 2023, and is different from the WBQ you studied in Years 10 & 11 – 

Several students get into University each year due to passing the Skills Challenge, with no exam involved.



GCE grades

In Year 12 you will be cashed in for AS Level results. There are no A* in AS Levels. AS Levels are worth 40% of the final A2 
grade (the full A Level course)

To achieve an A* in Year 13 subjects, you need to get

a) The number of points to achieve an A grade

PLUS 
b) you must get a minimum of 90% of the UMS marks on the A2 papers

This means, A* is heavily weighted towards performance in the A2 units, so even if you get 100% on the 
AS units, and the number of marks required for an overall ‘A’ grade, if you don’t get a minimum of  90% 
of the A2 unit UMS marks, you won’t get an A*

The more marks you gain in AS Levels will help your points total going into Year 13, but A* will require a 
high level of performance over the 2 years.



d. Summer 2026 exam entries 

Summer exam entries are made in January. Teachers will make entries for students on class lists in Year 12 lessons. A draft 

exam timetable will be printed at the start of February. (If you are not on the class list you may not be entered)

If any changes need to be made it is your responsibility to do this well before the deadline of February 20th. Changes may be 

missing entries, entries not needed, no cash in entry, an incorrect name or date of birth on your entry sheet. Note: WBQ has a 

later deadline.

Important information for any student who repeats a year in the sixth form and continued with the same

subjects. You can only have ONE re-sit entry for the exam board to issue the best combination of the units and award a

final grade. If you have already taken a re-sit, and wish to sit a unit again, you have to enter ALL the units and the marks in

the summer exam series are the marks used in calculating a final grade (even if these marks are lower than previous attempts). 

This is called a ‘Fresh Start’.



e. Results  

Nov 2025 GCSE re-sit results are available on January 8th. If you intend to re-sit any of these again in the summer and you are 

NOT in the re-sit class and are NOT attending all the lessons, you have to make payment and have the entry made before Feb 

20th .

Summer 2026 GCE AS results are available in school on Thursday 13th August 2025 , between 08.00 – 11.00, in the Main Foyer

You are strongly advised to collect these results in school as staff will be available to help if required. Results will not be e-

mailed or given out over the telephone.

On this morning, you can order and receive copies of your scripts, and if you have clear evidence of a failure of the examiner 

to follow the mark scheme you can then apply for a priority review of marking either on the day or soon afterwards. 

If you have chosen not to come into school to collect your results on this day, you can give written permission to Mrs Fulton 

for someone else to pick up your results. Be aware that staff in school on that morning will be meeting with students

who have picked up their results, and they will not be able to deal with any queries about your results.



School Year

39 weeks

38 teaching weeks

AS Exams start early May

c29 teaching weeks 

14-15 cycles of timetable

Max of 100 lessons?

Longest term is this term 
– so get as much done 
this term as you can – 
don’t leave things to the 
end of the year
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