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Key Dates
November 2025 - Year 12 Progress Grade 1
13  November 2025 - Year 12 Parents Evening th

24/11/2025 to 05/12/2025 - Year 11 Mock exams
December 2025 - Year 10 Progress Grade 1
4  December 2025 - Year 10 Parents Eveningth

8/12/2025 - 12/12/2025 - Year 12 & 13 Mock exams

15  December - 7pm  - Christmas Carol Concertth

17  December 2025 - Certificates Evening th

19  December 2025 - Year 11 mock resultsth

22/12/2025 to 02/01/2026 - Christmas Holiday
05/01/2026 - INSET day
06/01/2026 - All students return to school - Week 2

We are coming to the end of the longest half term of the year with eight weeks which have flown by. Well
done in particular to our Year 7 students who have settled in very well to the Penglais community and must
be fairly exhausted by now!

During this term, we have seen real developments in the sense of community that there is in the school. All
students really have lived up to our vision and values of the school. What we see on a daily basis is happy
students who are respectful and kind and working well in lessons. Students are now very familiar with our
three new rules of ‘Ready, Respectful, Safe’ and live within these rules with only a few reminders.

At the upper end of the school, students are demonstrating real ambition with over 15 students in Year 13
applying for Oxford or Cambridge Universities and a further 6 applying for courses that require early entry,
such as Medicine, Veterinary Science or Dentistry. In lessons, we see students developing their ability to
work independently, supporting each other, working and thinking hard. It really was a pleasure to visit lots
of lessons during our Professional Learning week and see lots of books across all subjects demonstrating
the high-quality learning that is going on daily in the lessons.

One of our aims as a school is to work more closely with parents/families and the community. At the start of
the year, we invited Year 7 parents and families to an evening where they could meet their child’s form
tutor, Head of Year and members of the Senior Leadership Team. We also invited many organisations from
the local community so that parents/families could see the range of opportunities that are available to their
children in Aberystwyth. This was a very successful event and we hope to build on this in the future.

You will be aware that we have launched the new app for parents, MCAS, which gives you information about
your child’s attendance, behaviour and is now the only method of communication with parents/families. All
letters and reports are now communicated through the app. Please make sure that you have allowed
notification on the app so that you know when letters are sent to you. Home learning is now being set via
MCAS so that parents/families can see what is set for their child. We hope that this will support you in being
able to support your child in completing their home learning. As with any new technology, there are often
teething issues. Please do contact us if there are any problems.

I hope that you will all have a lovely and restful half term and we look forward to welcoming all students
back on Monday 3  November.rd
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DIWALI by Keaton  - Year 10

The Hindu festival of Diwali is all about having fun and excitement with family and friends and bursting
fireworks in the evenings. Diwali is also known as “The festival of Lights”. Why? Because the name itself
comes from the Sanskrit word Deepavali, meaning "row of lights". During the celebration, people illuminate
their homes and public spaces with thousands of small oil lamps called diyas and other colourful lights
which symbolise the triumph of light over darkness, good over evil and the inner light of wisdom over
ignorance 

Diwali is not only about bursting fireworks, it’s also buying new clothes, sweets, going to the temple, and
buying fireworks. The most important thing for Diwali is putting rangoli in front of our houses and lighting
diyas. We also exchange gifts and sweets, prepare and share festive meals, and watch holiday films.
Diwali is celebrated by Hindus and people of other faiths, including Jainism and Sikhism, and it generally
symbolises the triumph of good over evil — or light over darkness. People clean, celebrate and wish for
prosperity.

The EAL department decorated the Cube for Diwali.

EAL News

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=95179f060af123b5&q=deepavali&source=lnms&fbs=AIIjpHxU7SXXniUZfeShr2fp4giZ1Y6MJ25_tmWITc7uy4KIegmO5mMVANqcM7XWkBOa06dn2D9OWgTLQfUrJnETgD74K6SEfsAH6_UMIpQhMcLwTNrqJgio_wiu8wnJyAP8BoclIqLdyOU_odFWwGWV3ipezvid5eFfe9rihRyBz-eod_U0NGDjDiGcYyuRzdJejY13RnLoPimIiaXk5DLxlJxItWJS942ep9zvLVqGYuHBEsKr4sY&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjt5qCK27KQAxXnTkEAHdzwNdkQgK4QegQIARAE&biw=1272&bih=564&dpr=1.5&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfBppPfLbgI7qNt5MQ21dkSAoGF-TueB9mAcuQQBSg3vDpRIfcbIA8be1cGw6JR_7k66kWVkdsr6TybhDTa6Ssn-pJPP_sUuI3RwswNRNH_vvmOnmQZ5Ib5kiDsOFSLcUp0&csui=3
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Sports News

This term has been a fantastic display of enthusiasm, commitment and sportsmanship from our students
across all year groups. Whether in training or competitive matches, students have shown a consistently
positive attitude that reflects the values of team work and perseverance.  

School rugby, netball and hockey fixtures 
Our rugby teams have trained with great energy, embracing every challenge with focus and resilience.
Players have improved their skill levels, taking pride in their progress, win or lose, against all the County
schools. 

The year 10 and 8 netball teams remain undefeated, with one final match to play before half term. Their
teamwork and attendance to practice sessions have been central to their success. 
The Year 11 hockey team have been playing weekly training games in preparation for the upcoming County
Tournament. With their determination and teamwork, they’re gearing up for a strong performance at the
tournament.  

County Rugby 
Congratulations to Year 11 students Barend and Dafi who were both selected to play for the County U16
Rugby team this season. Barend has been praised for his significant input to the games, displaying an
excellent level of skill and ability. Currently, the team are undefeated.  Unfortunately, Dafi sustained an
injury after selection and has been unable to play but is on the road to recovery. Gwellhad buan! 

Year 7 Rugby Tournament 
Our Year 7 rugby team put in a fantastic effort at the tournament held at Ysgol Bro Pedr last Friday!  

Group Stage Results:  
Penglais 36–0 Castell Newydd Emlyn Try scorers: Charlie B (2), Josh D (2), Theodore S, Sam C  
Penglais 5–27 Bro Pedr Try scorer: Charlie B  
Penglais 7–5 Aberaeron Try scorer: Theodore S  
 
The team’s strong performances saw them progress to the semi-finals, where they battled hard but were
narrowly defeated by Penweddig (0–14).  
 
A brilliant day of rugby with great teamwork, determination, and sportsmanship shown throughout — well
done, boys! 
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Sports News

Football
Year 11 boys travelled down to Haverfordwest High School on 8  October in their first outing in the
Schools Welsh Cup, and Ysgol Penglais came out on top after a half way line screamer from Gioele. The
boys all played extremely well with a mature and professional performance throughout. Sol and Gioele
won on votes for players’ player of the match with Harri and Dafi getting honourable mentions. Da iawn
bois! 

th

On Monday 13  October, they played their second game of the competition against a physical Llanidloes
side. Unfortunately, they found themselves 3-0 down at half time after a slow start. The boys showed great
resilience in the second half with a much better performance but the game ended 4-0 to Llanidloes. 

th

The Senior girls football team opened their Welsh Cup campaign against local rivals Penweddig.
Unfortunately, despite a valiant performance, Penweddig were the team who won the game. The team
travel to Llanidloes on Friday 24  for the second game of the tournament. th

County Football 
A huge well done to the many talented players from Penglais who have been selected to represent the
county in football across the various age groups. This is a fantastic achievement that reflects the students’
skill, hard work and dedication for the sport.  
U16 Boys: Gioele, Dewi, Connor, Dafi and Sol 
U15 Boys: Sonny, Evan and Cai 
U16 Girls: Lita and Hannah 
U14 Boys: Cian and Alfie 
U14 Girls: Kali and Caitlin 
U13 Boys: Wole and Harry 
U13 Girls: Mollie, Tamsin, Ava and Izzy 
U12 Boys: Osian, Sam, Connor and Josh 
 
County Football Tournaments: 
Results: 
U12 Boys: Won 4 of their group games with 2 defeats to finish on 12pts and end the tournament in 3rd
overall. 
U13 Girls: Lost 1-0 to Bro Teifi in the final after topping their group (3W-0D-0L) and winning their semi-final
against Penweddig. 
U13 Boys: Came 3rd in their group (1W-1D-1L) beating Aberaeron 2-0, drawing with Bro Pedr 1-1 and
losing to Aberteifi 1-0. 
U14 Boys: Won 2, Drew 2 and Lost 2 games to finish on 8pts and end the tournament in 4th place overall. 
U15 Girls: Came 3rd in their group (1W-0D-2L) beating Aberteifi 2-1 with two 2-0 defeats to Aberaeron and
Bro Pedr. 
U15 boys: Won the final 1-0 vs Aberteifi after topping their group (2W-1D-0L) and beating Penweddig on
penalties. 

A massive thank you to the 6th formers who helped referee the days Steffan, Ioan, Mikey, Logan, Owen
and Ben. Also to Calina and Flic (who coached the U13 Girls), Magi (who coached the U15 Girls) and Mr
Gornall (who coached the U13 Boys) 
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Sports Photos

Barend  - County U16 Rugby team

U13 Boys: Wole and Harry Year 8 Netball Team 

Under 16's Hockey Team 
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Sports Photos

Under 13's Girls Football Team 

Under 15's Boys Football Team 

Under 15's Girls Football Team 

Under 13's Football Team 
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Enterprise Workshop

On 30th September, our Year 13 A Level Welsh Baccalaureate students took part in an inspiring Enterprise
workshop led by Dr Helen Whiteland from Mentera. The session offered a deep dive into the world of
entrepreneurship, encouraging students to think creatively and critically about real-world challenges.

Throughout the session, students worked collaboratively to identify everyday problems and transform them
into innovative business ideas. Dr Whiteland shared her personal journey into entrepreneurship, including her
work with The Big Science Project, offering valuable insight into the realities of starting and running a business.
A key theme of the workshop was the importance of embracing failure and using constructive feedback to
refine ideas—an essential mindset as students begin developing their own Innovation Proposals as part of the
Future Destinations Project.

The workshop was a fantastic opportunity for students to gain practical skills and inspiration for their future
pathways. A big thank you to Dr Whiteland and Mentera for delivering such a thought-provoking and engaging
session!
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MacMillan Bake Sale

The Sixth Form have donated £500 to MacMillan Cancer Research following a very successful bake sale
for students and staff on Friday 26th September.
We would like to thank everyone who contributed by baking, buying or making donations on the day.
Special thanks go to Desi in Year 13 and her mum for providing a fantastic spread of Bulgarian treats!
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Student Achievements

Congratulations to Elenor who competed in the Instrumental Solo competition for secondary schools and placed:
Second at Lampeter Eisteddfod and First place at Tregaron Eisteddfod
Well done Elenor.  
 

At the end of the Summer term, each year group had their own extended assembly to celebrate
achievements throughout the year. Staff from each department chose one student to receive the
achievement award and one student to receive the progress award in each subject. Students who
demonstrated excellent behaviour, attendance, and punctuality throughout the year were also celebrated.
Year 9 finished off with a karaoke rendition of Bohemian Rhapsody and the assembly was enjoyed by all. 

The Ysgol Penglais Borneo Explorers held a Curry and Quiz night on Wednesday 8th October. The aim was to
fundraise for their upcoming 4-week trip to Borneo, where they will be undertaking local conservation work
and trekking through the jungle. The 11 students decorated the hall, served welcome drinks and hosted the
raffle - which had 38 prizes kindly donated by local businesses. We would like to share with you that the
Borneo Explorers raised around £2000 at this event from ticket sales, raffle tickets and drinks on the night! A
wonderful night was had by all, and we'd like to say a huge thank you to everybody who supported the event -
either by attending, purchasing raffle tickets or donating a prize. 
A special thanks much be given to Shilam Tandoori Restaurant, who kindly supplied the curry on the night for
no cost, allowing the travellers to keep all of the money raised as profit. 
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Parent Information

ParentPay
A reminder to all parents to ensure that your child's ParentPay account is kept topped up to allow them to
purchase food from our canteen as we are a cashless school. 

MCAS
MCAS, which stands for My Child at School, is an online portal and mobile app for parents to view real-time
information about their child's performance, attendance, and behaviour at school. It acts as a central hub for
communication, allowing parents to access announcements, timetables, homework, and grades, and even
update their contact details. Parents can access it via the MyChildAtSchool website or by downloading the app
from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store.  Please make sure that you have allowed notifications on
the app, otherwise you will miss important letters and messages.  

Canteen 
As the canteen can be busy at break and lunchtime, it is important that your child has their dinner card when
they visit the canteen. If they do not have a card, or have lost it, please ask them to come to Reception to
organise a replacement; this will keep the queues down in the canteen for all students and avoid unnecessary
delays.  For more information click https://penglais.org.uk/parents/canteen-information/ 

Facebook has up to date information so please join our group using the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/YsgolPenglaisSchool/ 

Letters and Important Information
Most letters and information sent home to parents via MCAS will also be posted on the website, so please
keep up to date with all new information by checking your Important documents on MCAS or by accessing the
website: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/letters/ 

Locker rental
We have a number of new lockers around school, so if your child would like to rent a locker for the year, it is
£5 rental and £5 initial deposit.  To arrange a locker, please email admin@penglais.org.uk and we will arrange
for you to be able to make payment by ParentPay.  

Website
Our website has a wealth of information that parents/guardians may find useful including the links below:
ALN information: https://penglais.org.uk/parents-aln/ 
Calendar: https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-information/school-term-dates/  
Frequently asked questions: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/faqs/ 
Grant information: https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/parent-grants/ 
Key dates for each Year group: https://penglais.org.uk/parents/key-dates/ 
Staff information and direct dial numbers: https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/meet-the-staff 
Student support services: https://penglais.org.uk/student-support-services/
Transport information: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/transport/

 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=952d9a3ded5a8be7&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifPO1_-8rQepJgU5PBwkKELaCkra0w%3A1760365657117&q=MyChildAtSchool+website&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwixtoaNsaGQAxWHUEEAHR01Ge4QxccNegQIDhAB&mstk=AUtExfDtv1pypR-81dwPNAwWl9r1_d9PWNiTNCD2Y--wHpbyg0TSmAXLW-KuV4asfBYz9A4o6LZqW5vlNemmV59JwAF-4jfiyC1010oGFuzcV1OArCAkZrXo-otl6EM1Z38bTm3TuOL0G-ttpwms2HGXGGB8jY1lZdKmOYB9yPcOg7XdutiNs43mnfVgWtPt61JhAR4tHx60EeSvnjRx3uZUsAVUeOdmM9M_UxurVf_i3R7rtIBTlfhiCY92ZkPW2ae92aRFQDZvBSaXxRkyIkT0Jkq2&csui=3
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/mychildatschool/id1394575255
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bromcom.mcas
https://penglais.org.uk/parents/canteen-information/
https://penglais.org.uk/parents/canteen-information/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/YsgolPenglaisSchool/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/YsgolPenglaisSchool/
https://penglais.org.uk/communication/letters/
https://penglais.org.uk/communication/letters/
https://penglais.org.uk/parents-aln/
https://penglais.org.uk/parents-aln/
https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-information/school-term-dates/
https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-information/school-term-dates/
https://penglais.org.uk/communication/faqs/
https://penglais.org.uk/communication/faqs/
https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/parent-grants/
https://penglais.org.uk/parents/key-dates/
https://penglais.org.uk/parents/key-dates/
https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/meet-the-staff/
https://penglais.org.uk/student-support-services/
https://penglais.org.uk/communication/transport/
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 Library News
Penglais Readers Book Group had a busy time designing and
creating their own bookish bookends last term. Students
could choose to show a book genre or reflect a particular
book. The finished products speak for themselves.

Thank you to Tilly and her Grandad for the bookends
provided to us! 

GRAPHIC NOVELS – the books that keep on giving!
After a particularly busy start to this academic year it is clear
just what a huge role graphic novels have in encouraging
teenagers to read. 9 out of 10 of the most popular book series
borrowed this term at Ysgol Penglais, have been graphic novels
or manga (Japanese comics). It is also not coincidence that, as a
result, 7 out of 10 of our top borrowers are boys. 

Graphic novels are known to encourage even the most
reluctant readers to read, it improves overall confidence in
reading and motivates teenagers to read more. It is abundantly
clear from the Library borrowing figures that students love the
accessibility of this type of book format and are keen to read all
the books in the series - in one case, 72 books in the series.

It is a common train of thought to mistakenly believe that
teenagers should only be reading more serious and longer
texts. Students and teenagers should have the choice to read
what they wish in their free time. Graphic novels are proven to
keep the students coming back to read more time and time
again.  Remember, it doesn’t matter what you are reading, as
long as you are reading something.

Harry Potter Day 
The Library once again celebrated Harry Potter Book Day on the 9th
October. Students took part in duelling spells, got sorted by the sorting
hat and played Quidditch. Look out for further events coming to the
Library soon! 
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 Library News

If you fancy some scary reading for spooky
season then why not take inspiration from
our Reading Mountain designed to support
our students who are studying Woman in
Black.
 
Our Gothic Literature Reading Mountain is
crammed full of gothic horror and
terrifying tales; from classic chillers to
modern masterpieces; there is something
for everyone. 

The easier, more accessible reads can be
found at the bottom and become
increasingly more challenging the higher
you climb.
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 Science News
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge

At the end of Year 12, students who were studying Chemistry were offered the opportunity to take part in the
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge. The paper is an extremely challenging task, with questions that not only
draw on an extensive understanding of chemistry but also require logic and problem solving skills. To achieve
even a bronze award on the paper is a real achievement but it didn’t come as a surprise when four of our
students achieved gold awards. 

Bronze awards were achieved by Isabelle, Genny and Logan
Gold awards were achieved by Alexandru, Malay, Ethan and Billy.  

Congratulations to all students for your outstanding achievements representing Ysgol Penglais.  
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 Community Events
Year 7, 8 & 9 Community Events
At the beginning of term we held two School and Community Evenings for students and families in Year 7
and also one for students and families in Years 8 and 9. There was an opportunity to have a cup of tea and
cake and chat to form tutors and Heads of Year as well as members of the Senior Leadership Team and
School Governors.
We were delighted to welcome organisations from the community to share what opportunities are
available for young people in the Aberystwyth area. Students and families were able to learn more and
also to sign up for some of these. Many thanks to the following for joining us on those evenings:
TAF, School nursing service, Aberystwyth FC Girls, Aberystwyth Athletics Club, Yr Urdd, Sea Cadets, Army
Cadets, Theatr Arad Goch, Aberystwyth Arts Centre, Aberystwyth University, Scouts, Guides, Ceredigion
Youth Service, Intact Officer and St Mike’s Youth Club. Thank you too to the PTA for serving tea, coffee,
squash and cake and to Mrs Karen Evans, our Family Engagement Officer, for arranging the events.

Digwyddiadau Cymunedol Blwyddyn 7, 8 a 9
Ar ddechrau’r tymor trefnwyd two noswaith Yr Ysgol a’r Gymuned ar gyfer disgyblion Blynyddoedd 7,8 a 9 a’u
teuluoedd. Roedd dyna gyfle i gael paned a chacen a sgwrs gyda’r athrawon dosbarth, y Penaethiaid Blwyddyn
yn ogystal â’r Uwch Dîm Reoli a Llywodraethwyr yr Ysgol.
Roeddem yn falch iawn i groesawi mudiadau o’r gymuned i rannu pa gyfleoedd sydd i bobl ifanc yr ardal.Roedd
cyfle i ddysgu mwy ac i ymuno.Diolch yn fawr iawn i’r canlynol am ymuno â ni ar y nosweithiau hyn: 
TAF, Nyrsus Ysgol, Cadetiaid y Môr, Cadetiaid y Fyddin, Pêl Dored Merched Aberystwyth, Clwb Athletau
Aberystwyth, Theatr Arad Goch, Yr Urdd, Canolfan y Celfyddydau, Prifysgol Aberystwyth, Clwb Ieuenctid St Mikes,
Y Sgowtiaid, Y Geidiaid, Swyddog Intact a Gwasanaeth Ieuenctid Ceredigion. Diolch hefyd i’r Gymdeithas Rhieni ac
Athrawon am weini paned, diod a chacen ac i Mrs Karen Evans, ein Swyddog Teuluoedd, am drefnu’r
nosweithiau.
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Open Evening for Years 5 and 6
We held our annual Open Evening on the 9  October and it was a pleasure to welcome so many young people
and their families. There was a presentation from our Headteacher, Ms Hughes, our Senior Students, Eithne
and Layla, and two of our newest students, Arianwen and Oliver from Year 7 who spoke about their
experience in transitioning to Ysgol Penglais. There were various activities held in all departments – including
Art activities, Science experiments, musical entertainment and a lot more! We also had refreshments served
by the PTA and some of our Governors were there in order to answer any questions. 

th

A special thank you to all our students who came to support the work of the departments, to guide families
around school and even to help with the car parking! 
Thank you to all who joined us on the evening. We hope you had an enjoyable and informative evening. If you
have any further questions regarding transition then you are welcome to get in touch with Mrs Thomas,
Assistant Headteacher. (nmt@penglais.org.uk). 

Noson Agored i Flynyddoedd 5 a 6
Cawsom ein Noson Agored ar y 9fed Hydref ac roedd yn bleser croesawi cymaint o bobl ifanc a’u teuluoedd.Roed
dyna gyflwyniad yn y Brif Neuadd gan ein Pennaeth, Ms Hughes, ein huwch swyddogion, Layla ac Eithne, a dau o’n
disgyblion mwyaf newydd, Oliver ac Arianwen o Flwyddyn 7 a soniodd am eu profiad nhw o bontio i Ysgol Penglais.
Roedd dyna amryw weithgareddau yn yr adrannau – arbrofion gwyddoniaeth, gweithgareddau celf, adloniant
cerddorol a llawer mwy! Roedd hefyd lluniaeth gan y Gymdeithas Rhieni ac Athrawon ac roedd y Llywodraethwyr yr
bresennol i ateb unrhyw gwestiynau.
Diolch arbennig i’n holl ddisgyblion ddaeth i gefnogi gwaith yr adrannau, i dywys teuluoedd a hyd yn oed i helpu
parcio’r ceir!
Diolch i bawb wnaeth ymuno â ni ar y noson. Gobeithiwn eich bod wedi mwynhau. Os oes gennych unrhyw
gwestiynau am bontio, yna mae croeso i chi gysylltu â Mrs Thomas, Pennaeth Cynorthwyol. (nmt@penglais.org.uk). 

 Community Events
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