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30/03/2026 to 10/04/2026 - Easter holiday
April 2026 - Year 10 PP2 and full report 
April 2026 - Year 13 PP3
April 2026 - Year 12 PP3
April 2026 - Year 7 PP2
April 2006 - Year 11 PP3
13/04/2026 - We welcome all students back to
school - Week 1

23/02/2025 - All students return to school -  Week 2
26/02/2026 to 28/02/2026 - Shrek the Musical 
02/03/2026 to 06/03/2026 - National Careers week
06/03/2026 - INSET Day - no students are expected
in school
12/03/2026 - Year 7 Parents Evening 
23/03/2026 to 27/03/2026 - Year 10 Mock exams for
Science and English
26/03/2026 - Year 8 Parents evening 

Key Dates

We might not have had much sun over the last six weeks, but that hasn’t dampened the spirit at Penglais!
Students and staff have been working hard, both in lessons and outside of lessons, with many
opportunities for students to learn, pursue their interests and their ambition in various ways.

It is an important time for Year 11 and 13 students as they are starting to expand their horizons and
search for interests beyond school. We have had many from various universities and workplaces coming
to speak with students and students have had opportunities to visit different places, from a day in New
College at Oxford University to a visit to Llettytwppa in Lampeter to find out more about the agricultural
apprenticeship that is offered there next year. Do read in the newsletter about the successes of our Year
13 students in securing places for next year.

Of course, it is also that time of the year where there are many sporting fixtures and successes as well as
preparing for the annual musical, Shrek, which is being performed after half term. If you haven’t yet
bought your tickets, please do so quickly!

I hope that everyone has a restful half term and we look forward to welcoming students back on Monday
23rd February.
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Year 9 Talk the Talk

On Thursday 13th November, students from Year 9 attended a workshop with a facilitator from the
organisation Talk the Talk. Max led the students through a series of activities to build their confidence and
communication skills. Although some students were initially reluctant and nervous, by the end of the session,
everyone spoke aloud as part of a team.

Student comments:
“I feel more confident talking in front of people.”
“It's okay to be nervous and I have learnt to be able to talk more to people I do not know.”

This was a positive experience for 60 students who have then been encouraged to use their new speaking and
listening skills as part of class debates at the end of term on the theme of censorship.
The trainer, Max, explained: “As the session progressed many started to shine, and all made visible
improvements. I believe they really benefitted mainly because they pushed themselves to improve and get
out of their comfort zones. It was clearly challenging for some students and the fact that they managed to
speak at the front was impressive.” 

Year 9 Seren News

Year 9 Seren students attended the CCP (Ceredigion,
Carmarthen, Pembroke) Regional Debate Finals at S4C,
Carmarthen on Wednesday 28th January 2026. 
 
Students were faced with two separate motions, with limited
time to prepare and performed with absolute confidence.
Debate topics were 'this house believes that schools should
have longer lunch breaks' and 'this house believes that online
learning is as effective as in-person learning.' 
 
Out of a pool of 8 debating teams across the three counties,
Ysgol Penglais were placed in third position and left proud of
their achievements and eager to compete again in year 10. 
 
Congratulations to Arthur, Ishka, Luella and Tobias who will
be leading the way for the new year 9 debate club which will
take place on a Thursday lunchtime in A10, where all Year 9
are welcome to participate.
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EAL News

Friday Film Club for EAL students
Every Friday lunchtime, EAL students are invited to watch a film in A7 whilst they enjoy their lunch and if you
aren’t interested in the film, there is always the option to play UNO!

This year, Chinese New Year begins on 17 February.
Every Chinese New Year is linked to one of the 12
zodiac animals. 2026 is the Year of the Horse. In
Chinese culture, the horse represents wisdom,
determination and vitality. People born in Horse years
are often described as warm‑hearted and hardworking. 

In 2026, 17 February also signifies the beginning of
Ramadan, when Muslims around the world focus on
kindness, reflection and community. Many Muslims
fast from sunrise to sunset. Fasting helps encourage
gratitude, self-discipline, and empathy for others. Each
evening, the fast is broken with a meal called iftar,
often shared with family and friends.
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 Newyddion Cymreig
Welsh News

Darlith Blwyddyn 10 o'r Adran Astudiaethau Theatr, Ffilm a Theledu
Cafodd disgyblion blwyddyn 10 Cymraeg brofiad gwych mewn sesiwn arbenigol gan Dr Kate Woodward,
Uwch-Ddarlithydd Astudiaethau Ffilm, Adran Astudiaethau Theatr, Ffilm a Theledu, Prifysgol Aberystwyth,
ar y ddrama ditectif 'Y Gwyll' i gefnogi’r myfyrwyr wrth iddynt baratoi ar gyfer eu arholiad llafar TGAU ym
mis Mawrth eleni. 

Year 10 lecture from the Department of Theatre, Film and Television studies
Year 10 Welsh students had a fantastic experience in a specialist session led by Dr Kate Woodward, Senior
Lecturer in Film Studies, Department of Theatre, Film, and Television Studies, Aberystwyth University on the
detective drama Y Gwyll, gaining valuable insight and inspiration to support their learning for their GCSE speaking
exam. A great experience for all involved! 
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 Newyddion Cymreig
Welsh News

Ymweliad blwyddyn 7 â’r Llyfrgell Genedlaethol
Fel rhan o’n gwaith y tymor hwn am Drysorau Ceredigion, cafodd disgyblion blwyddyn 7 y cyfle i ymweld â’r
Llyfrgell Genedlaethol ar ddydd Gwener yr 20ain o Ionawr.  Bu’r disgyblion yn gweithio yn yr Archif Sgrin a
Sain a chawsant gyfle i archwilio rhai o drysorau’r Llyfrgell fel Llyfr Gwyn Rhyderch, map John Speed o
Geredigion a Llyfr Drwgweithredwyr Ceredigion. Roedd staff y Llyfrgell hefyd wedi paratoi ffilm ar ein cyfer
yn dangos Aberystwyth mewn sawl cyfnod gwahanol. Roedd hyn yn ddiddorol iawn a mwynheuodd y
disgyblion weld strydoedd y dref yn edrych dipyn yn wahanol i heddiw.

Diolch yn fawr iawn i staff y Llyfrgell am y croeso a’r holl wybodaeth gwerthfawr. 

Year 7 visit to the National Library
As part of our work on Ceredigion Treasures, year 7 students visited the National Library on Friday, January 30 .  
Students had the opportunity to work in the Sound and Screen Archive where they looked in detail at some of the
valuable items in the Library such as Llyfr Gwyn Rhydderch, John Speed’s map of Ceredigion and a book detailing
some of the wrongdoers of Ceredigion from the 18  century. The Library staff had also put together a film showing
Aberystwyth through different periods which was very interesting.

th

th

Thank you very much to the staff at the Library for their welcome. We thoroughly enjoyed our visit.



www.penglais.org.uk Ysgol Penglais School @PenglaisSchool_@PenglaisSchool

Visit by First Minister for Wales

Eluned Morgan, First Minister for Wales visited Ysgol Penglais on Friday 13th February.  She met with some
students, from Years 7 to 13, from the Student Leadership team and talked about her position in the Welsh
government and then took a range of questions from the students.  They asked a variety of questions including
provision for STEM subjects for girls; medical provision for students and the need for more information for
students voting in elections.  Eluned then had a short tour of the school.  
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Sports News

Welsh Honours 
Huge congratulations to Year 11 student Gioele on his selection to represent the U16 Welsh Schools Football
Association National Representative Squad against Manchester United on Tuesday 10th February. This is an
outstanding achievement and a true reflection of his hard work, talent, and commitment. His dedicated and
positive attitude both on and off the pitch, sets a fantastic example and we are incredibly proud of him as a
school. 

Congratulations to Year 12 student Steffan on his selection for the U18 Welsh Schools Football Association
squad to play England on Sunday in Shrewsbury. This fantastic achievement follows his successful
performance at the trials held in Newtown.   Steffan's selection is a testament to his outstanding talent,
commitment and dedication to the sport. We wish him every success as he represents Welsh Schools and
look forward to seeing him take this next exciting step in his football journey. 

Rugby 
Penglais school is proud to congratulate Year 11 student Barend on his selection for the Scarlets West rugby
team, a significant achievement that recognises his outstanding talent and dedication to the sport. Barend
will represent Scarlets West in their upcoming fixture against Ospreys West, to be played in Llandovery this
coming Wednesday. Selection at this level is a major milestone for any young player and reflects the high
regard in which he is held by regional coaches.   

Adding to this, Barend was recently put forward to attend a talent identification open trial day in Llandovery
last weekend. Competing against a strong field of players, he successfully progressed to the next stages of
the talent pathway, further highlighting his potential within Welsh rugby. 
 
Congratulations to Year 13 student Mikey on representing Penglais in both the Crawshays Youth and Welsh
Academicals Youth fixtures against Llandovery College and Millfield school. Playing against two such strong
and well-established sides provided Mikey with an invaluable experience, exposing him to an exceptionally
high standard of play and intense competition. His performance in these matches reflect his commitment,
skill and ability to rise to the challenge at representative level. Arbennig, dal ati! 

Welsh cup football 
The senior boys’ football team secured their place in the quarter-finals of the Schools Welsh Cup with a hard-
fought 3–2 victory over Strade on January 27th. The first half was scrappy, and after conceding an early
penalty to go 1–0 down, the boys showed great resilience to level the score before half-time. Penglais
stepped up a gear in the second half, scoring twice to take control of the match. Strade pulled a goal back
late on, making the final ten minutes tense, but the boys held firm to see out the win. Goals from Steff (1)
and Emyr (2). 

Cross-Country 
Year 9 student Caitlin represented Penglais in the County Cross-country championships held in Llangrannog
at the start of the year. Under wet and windy conditions, Caitlin qualified for the Dyfed round which was held
in Haverford West the following week, achieving a fantastic 27th place. Llongyfarchiadau mawr. 
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School Council News

Recently, our School Council took part in a mock council meeting, kindly led by representatives from
Aberystwyth Town Council. The visit gave pupils a valuable insight into how local government works and what
it means to make decisions that affect the wider community.

During the session, councillors presented the School Council with a real-life budget and students were asked
to discuss and prioritise different areas of the local community, such as public spaces, playgrounds and
community facilities. Working in groups, pupils shared ideas, justified their choices and negotiated priorities,
demonstrating excellent problem-solving and teamwork skills. We are proud of how confidently and
thoughtfully they represented our school and thank Aberystwyth Town Council for providing such a
meaningful learning opportunity.

To book click: Ysgol Penglais School event tickets from TicketSource.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.co.uk%2Fysgolpenglais&data=05%7C02%7CClementsH3%40penglais.org.uk%7C8dbfea24a42d47007b4008de63f076d1%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C639058081586648611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GunVC%2FUlK7FYSSyg0ndAQJNB41W0pAU%2BrE0ypSRPkno%3D&reserved=0
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ParentPay
A reminder to all parents to ensure that your child's ParentPay account is kept topped up to allow them to
purchase food from our canteen as we are a cashless school. 

MCAS
MCAS, which stands for My Child at School, is an online portal and mobile app for parents to view real-time
information about their child's performance, attendance, and behaviour at school. It acts as a central hub for
communication, allowing parents to access announcements, timetables, homework, and grades, and even
update their contact details. Parents can access it via the MyChildAtSchool website or by downloading the app
from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store.  Please make sure that you have allowed notifications on
the app, otherwise you will miss important letters and messages.  

Letters and Important Information
Most letters and information sent home to parents via MCAS will also be posted on the website, so please
keep up to date with all new information by checking your Important documents on MCAS or by accessing the
website: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/letters/ 

Locker rental
We have a number of new lockers around school, so if your child would like to rent a locker for the year, it is
£5 rental and £5 initial deposit.  To arrange a locker, please email admin@penglais.org.uk and we will arrange
for you to be able to make payment by ParentPay.  

Website
Our website has a wealth of information that parents/guardians may find useful including the links below:
ALN information: https://penglais.org.uk/parents-aln/ 
Calendar: https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-information/school-term-dates/  
Frequently asked questions: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/faqs/ 
Grant information: https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/parent-grants/ 
Key dates for each Year group: https://penglais.org.uk/parents/key-dates/ 
Staff information and direct dial numbers: https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/meet-the-staff 
Student support services: https://penglais.org.uk/student-support-services/
Transport information: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/transport/

Absence from school
If your child is not well enough to attend school, please call the Attendance Office on 01970 621124 or you
can record the absence on MCAS.  To support you, we have an information sheet with guidelines in the link
below: 
https://penglais.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Is-my-child-too-ill-for-school.pdf 

If your child has an appointment, please send them in with a note with the date, time and reason for the
appointment, or, if it easier for you,  you can add this information on MCAS too.  

 

Parent Information

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=952d9a3ded5a8be7&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifPO1_-8rQepJgU5PBwkKELaCkra0w%3A1760365657117&q=MyChildAtSchool+website&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwixtoaNsaGQAxWHUEEAHR01Ge4QxccNegQIDhAB&mstk=AUtExfDtv1pypR-81dwPNAwWl9r1_d9PWNiTNCD2Y--wHpbyg0TSmAXLW-KuV4asfBYz9A4o6LZqW5vlNemmV59JwAF-4jfiyC1010oGFuzcV1OArCAkZrXo-otl6EM1Z38bTm3TuOL0G-ttpwms2HGXGGB8jY1lZdKmOYB9yPcOg7XdutiNs43mnfVgWtPt61JhAR4tHx60EeSvnjRx3uZUsAVUeOdmM9M_UxurVf_i3R7rtIBTlfhiCY92ZkPW2ae92aRFQDZvBSaXxRkyIkT0Jkq2&csui=3
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/mychildatschool/id1394575255
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bromcom.mcas
https://penglais.org.uk/communication/letters/
https://penglais.org.uk/communication/letters/
https://penglais.org.uk/parents-aln/
https://penglais.org.uk/parents-aln/
https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-information/school-term-dates/
https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-information/school-term-dates/
https://penglais.org.uk/communication/faqs/
https://penglais.org.uk/communication/faqs/
https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/parent-grants/
https://penglais.org.uk/parents/key-dates/
https://penglais.org.uk/parents/key-dates/
https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/meet-the-staff/
https://penglais.org.uk/student-support-services/
https://penglais.org.uk/communication/transport/
https://penglais.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Is-my-child-too-ill-for-school.pdf
https://penglais.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Is-my-child-too-ill-for-school.pdf
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 Sixth Form News
Sixth Form Engineers Visit Aberystwyth University
Each year, a small group of Year 12 students take part in the Engineering Education Scheme Wales (EESW).
The scheme gives students the chance to tackle a real engineering challenge in partnership with a local
company — in our case, Aber Instruments. As part of the programme, at the end of last term, six students
attended a workshop day hosted by Aberystwyth University, offering hands‑on experience with the tools
and skills they will use throughout the project.

The day began with a fascinating tour of the
university’s laboratories and workshops
involved in the design and production of
Enfys, an infrared spectrometer destined for
the European Space Agency’s Rosalind
Franklin rover, scheduled to launch to Mars in
2028. Enfys will work alongside the rover’s
camera systems to identify promising rocks
for drilling and analysis in the search for signs
of ancient life. Seeing this cutting‑edge space
technology up close was both inspiring and
motivating.

Workshop sessions followed, starting with an introduction to electronics. Students learned the basics of
using breadboards before moving on to the Arduino microcontroller. After exploring how to program the
Arduino, they were challenged to use an ultrasonic sensor and integrate it into a simple working system —
a great opportunity to apply new skills straight away.

The group then moved on to computer‑aided
design, using a programmatic CAD tool called
OpenSCAD. Here they learned how to design
more complex moving parts, discovering
capabilities far beyond the Tinkercad software
they had previously used. These new skills will
be invaluable when it comes to designing and
3D‑printing components for their project.

To round off the day, the students met with
their engineering mentors from Aber
Instruments to discuss the initial stages of their
challenge and plan the next steps. Details of the
project will be revealed in a future article
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 Sixth Form News
New College’s Step up Programme
New College's Step-Up Programme is designed to inspire and support state-school students throughout
Year 11, 12 and 13.
It attempts to ensure that students recognise Oxford as a realistic and achievable option for them in the
future, and are fully equipped and supported to make a competitive application. 
Crucially, it is a sustained-contact scheme. Students have regular, consistent contact with the College's
Outreach team over three years 



www.penglais.org.uk Ysgol Penglais School @PenglaisSchool_@PenglaisSchool

 Sixth Form News
The STEM SMART programme, Cambridge
The STEM SMART programme, established by the University of Cambridge, is designed to support state-school
A-level students with both their academic studies and university applications. Delivered in three phases, the
programme offers weekly online tutorials that provide structured academic support, particularly for tackling
complex subject-specific problems.   
After learning about this opportunity, I applied immediately, as I felt it would help me with my A-level subjects-
chemistry, biology, and maths. I had found the transition from GCSE to A-level quite challenging, particularly
due to the increased depth of content and the independent learning style, which I felt was beginning to affect
my confidence and grades. So, I felt that the structured support from STEM Smart could help me adapt better.
The initial session clearly outlined how the programme would run. We were set regular homework tasks
through the IsaacPhysics.com platform, followed by mock tutorial sessions, mimicking those in university, in
which questions were reviewed, common mistakes discussed, and any uncertainties addressed. In my
experience, the homework tasks closely aligned with the WJEC curriculum, meaning that they directly
supported my schoolwork. The Isaac Physics platform also made it easy to track ongoing lessons and
outstanding tasks, so I could track your progress. 
I found the sessions extremely beneficial, as they reinforced key topics covered in school. The small-group
tutorial format was effective, as tutors from the university broke down questions step-by-step, especially in
mathematics, making the problem-solving process much clearer. The interactive nature of the sessions also
encouraged me to ask questions, helping to resolve misunderstandings. In addition to this, it was also a great
opportunity to connect with like-minded students who have the same interests and aspirations. 
Overall, the lessons and homework provided through the STEM SMART programme significantly strengthened
my understanding and confidence across my subjects and I felt far more prepared not only for school, but
also for university.  By Esther - Year 13

The Rotary Youth Leadership Award course
The RYLA (rotary youth leadership award course) was a course that was funded by the Aberystwyth Rotary
club. The course was 5 days long and entailed a variety of activities but the main ones which we had to lead
was caving and gorge walking. These were a new experience to both of us but we thoroughly enjoyed them
and developed skills that will last us a lifetime.

Student feedback:
“It was an extremely worthwhile experience that really set me apart as an applicant and helped me achieve a
place to study medicine at Cardiff”- Alex 
“The skills that I have learned through RYLA such as effective communication, teamwork and empathy, are not
only very applicable to the career of my choice but are also valuable for the rest of my life”- Billy  
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University offers 2025-26
We are delighted to announce that Ysgol Penglais students have been extremely successful in receiving
excellent offers from their prospective universities. 4 students have received an offer to study at Oxford
university; John G (Engineering Jesus College), Eithne S (History St Hilda’s), Carter N (Biomedical Science Oriel)
and Isabelle T (Biomedical Science St. John’s). We also have 2 students who have received an offer to study at
Cambridge; Layla (Medicine Magdelene College) and Bronwen (Classics Trinity Hall).
Nationally fewer than 20% of students applying for medicine receive an offer, however all 6 students applying
to study medicine have received at least one offer to study Medicine at university (Layla, Ethan, Alex , Esther,  
Alisha, Logan). Dentistry is even more competitive with fewer than 7% of students nationally securing a place
directly. Ysgol Penglais has 3 students applying, and currently 1 student has an offer to study dentistry (Zara -  
King’s College London). Our other two students are waiting patiently to hear following submitting their
application and interviews.
This year 88 Penglais students in Year 13 have applied through UCAS to universities across the UK. The top
universities for offers so far are Cardiff, Exeter, Aberystwyth, Bath, York, Swansea, Bangor, Liverpool, Bristol,
Manchester, Oxford, Trinity St David and King’s. Although Wales remains a popular destination for our
students, this year has seen an increase in students applying for universities in London and we have already
had offers from Imperial College, KCL, UCL, UAL, Royal Holloway, Queen Mary and Southbank University. Also,
we have seen more students applying to Russell Group universities

 Sixth Form News
Choices talk
Choices came to school to speak to Years 12 and 13
on the topic of Body enhancing drugs. Students
learnt that these are substances that are used to
improve physical appearance, build muscle mass or
enhance athletic performance. 

While some are used for legitimate medical reasons,
their misuse carries significant health, legal, and
ethical risks. 

left to right - Medics Ethan, Alex , Layla, 
Esther, Alisha;  Dentist Zara

Oxford offer - Carter Left to Right - Eithne (Oxford), Bronwen
(Cambridge), Layla (Cambridge), John
(Oxford) Isabelle (Oxford)
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A sample of the other universities who have made offers to Ysgol Penglais students

Imperial College London* Lancaster University University of Essex

Bristol, UWE Leeds Beckett University University of Kent

University of Gloucestershire Oxford Brookes University University of Durham*

University of Sheffield* Bath Spa University City St George's, London

University of Chichester Hartpury University University of South Wales

University of Leeds* LMA (Liverpool Media
Academ )

Newcastle University*

Nottingham Trent University University of Warwick* University of Surrey

University of St Andrews University of Hull Arts University Bournemouth

 Sixth Form News

* Russell Group University

As well as seeing an increase in the range of universities to which our students apply there has also been
an increase in the number and range of degree programmes for which they have applied. As well as the
traditional subjects such as Law, Medicine, Physics, Chemistry, History, Geography, English Literature and
so on, students have also applied for newer and more diverse programmes such as: 

Cognitive Neuroscience and Psychology
Classics and the Ancient World
Fashion Marketing
Fine Art: Studio Site and Context
Counselling and Mental Health
Early Childhood and Primary Education
Ecology and Wildlife Conservation
Events Management and International Tourism
Football and Community Development
Medical Pharmacology
Musical Theatre
Robotics Engineering
Technical Theatre
Wildlife Conservation
Dance

We should all be very proud of the achievements of this year’s university applicants, and Year 13 must now
work hard to ensure they achieve their required grades. The sixth form team are always happy to speak to
students of any year, as well as their parents, to discuss their career or university ambitions. If you would
like to talk to us, please contact us in the Sixth Form Centre. 
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 Library News

2026 is the National Year of Reading. This is a campaign which aims to boost reading enjoyment by
connecting reading with people’s existing interests and passions. The slogan, “If you’re into it, read into it”
aims to encourage people to enhance what they already enjoy such as music, sport, food and travel.

For more information please visit the Go All In website or click here: https://goallin.org.uk

We are also currently setting up a sixth form reading buddy
system where the older students will encourage and help the
younger students with their reading.
Ysgol Penglais School have also embedded Reading Mountains in
the English Curriculum with Library Lessons for all Year 7 and 8 to
support this.
 
Penglais Readers Book Group is one of our most highly attended
lunchtime clubs, with interesting and varied activities. We always
welcome new members.

https://goallin.org.uk/
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 Library News
Ysgol Penglais School prides itself on our strong reading culture with a large number of reading initiatives
already in place. 
Since September we have established Literacy TAs who meet with students in form time and carry out one to
one reading sessions.
 
In form time for students in Years 7 to 9 we continue with our successful form time reading with students
choosing books such as Wolf Brother, Skellig, The Odyssey, Gothic Tales, War Horse and Welsh Fairytales,
Myths and Legends.
If you wish to get involved with your children’s form time reading then please consider some of the questions
listed here:-

The school is keen to be part of the National Year of
Reading where we will highlight what is already in place
as well as rolling out new initiatives throughout 2026. 
 
As a first step, we have introduced 
· Staff 'What I'm Reading' posters - to encourage book
talk and discussions
Reading Recognition Postcards (designed by our
students) - these will be awarded to students who offer
to read aloud in class, share a book recommendation,
recognise tricky words, read fluently or are always
reading.  In January the spotlight in Penglais was on
English and Reading for Pleasure.  As there is already a
lot of reading going on in the English department, they
decided to focus on poetry and every KS3 lesson was
ended with a poem! Poetry plenaries to encourage
students to make a connection with and increase
enjoyment of reading and reciting poetry. To quote Mrs
Hussein (English teacher and Literacy Lead) “they are
flooding the faculty with poetry.”
 
Keep an eye out for details of further ways that Ysgol
Penglais School are going all in to embrace reading for
pleasure.   #PenglaisReaders
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The Ysgol Penglais Borneo Explorers held a Curry and Quiz night on Wednesday 8th October. The aim was to
fundraise for their upcoming 4-week trip to Borneo, where they will be undertaking local conservation work
and trekking through the jungle. The 11 students decorated the hall, served welcome drinks and hosted the
raffle - which had 38 prizes kindly donated by local businesses. We would like to share with you that the
Borneo Explorers raised around £2000 at this event from ticket sales, raffle tickets and drinks on the night! A
wonderful night was had by all, and we'd like to say a huge thank you to everybody who supported the event -
either by attending, purchasing raffle tickets or donating a prize. 
A special thanks much be given to Shilam Tandoori Restaurant, who kindly supplied the curry on the night for
no cost, allowing the travellers to keep all of the money raised as profit. 

Students across several year groups have recently taken part in a range of exciting and informative
educational visits, giving them valuable insight into future study and career pathways.

Engineering Experience at UWTSD
Year 10–12 students had the opportunity to visit the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) to
experience what it would be like to study one of their Engineering courses. During the visit, students were
split into groups and took part in a CAD lesson in a computer suite, where they learned how to draw a 3D
object to scale. They also toured the university’s workshops and facilities, including seeing the rolling road,
the motorcycle department, and a variety of cars that current students have been working on — including
the university’s race team car. One of the highlights of the day was racing their own car in the race car
simulator. The visit provided a fantastic insight into student life at UWTSD and what the future could look
like for those considering Engineering as a career.

Careers News

Agriculture Visit to Llettytwppa Farm
Year 10 and 11 students also visited Llettytwppa Farm, which will become a hub for post-16 Agriculture
courses from September 2026. The farm will play a key role in the exciting developments at the University
of Wales Trinity Saint David Campus in Lampeter. During the visit, students took part in a range of practical
activities and demonstrations linked to different aspects of agriculture. They also had the chance to explore
the campus and learn more about the facilities available to students studying agricultural courses.
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Careers News

Year 9 Careers Connections Event
On Tuesday 3rd February, Year 9 students will be taking part in a unique careers event focused on the
construction, manufacturing and engineering sectors. This event will give students the opportunity to meet
local and global businesses and engage in fun, hands-on activities that showcase what it is like to work in
these industries. The event forms part of the Regional Skills Partnership Careers Connections Pilot Project,
which aims to help young people discover exciting career opportunities close to home, understand the skills
and qualifications employers are looking for, and begin thinking about their future pathways. Companies
involved include Aber Instruments, the Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT), and Vibrat-Ion Ltd.
These experiences are a valuable part of our careers education programme and help students make informed
choices about their futures.

To book click: Ysgol Penglais School event tickets from TicketSource.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.co.uk%2Fysgolpenglais&data=05%7C02%7CClementsH3%40penglais.org.uk%7C8dbfea24a42d47007b4008de63f076d1%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C639058081586648611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GunVC%2FUlK7FYSSyg0ndAQJNB41W0pAU%2BrE0ypSRPkno%3D&reserved=0

