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Headteacher's Message

It has been a short and intense half term with plenty of hard work, good learning and other exciting and
worthwhile opportunities for our students. Our return after half term started with the most wonderful
performances of the whole school musical Shrek: The Musical. We had four sell-out performances with
four standing ovations at the end of each session which our students thoroughly deserve. It was a
challenging musical to produce and perform but the sheer hard work and talent of our students and staff,
as well as the support from members of the community who helped in the band and backstage, led to
performances of the highest standard. Well done and thank you to all involved.

This half term is a busy one for our exam years, with many controlled assessments and practical
assessments being completed during the last few weeks. Our Year 10 students are following the new
GCSEs and there are many more non-examined assessments for them now to complete. Well done to all
who are getting through these and doing so well.

The first week in March is the national Careers’ week and, as usual, Miss Hill had arranged all sorts of
activities for the students. Year 9 students heard from local businesses what they can offer and how
students can work in businesses in the local community. We had displays and events from many different
careers during the week and all students have completed a unit of work on careers in their Wellbeing
lessons this half term. It might be worth asking your child what careers they have learnt about this half
term.

You will see from the newsletter that there have been many activities including sporting success, Urdd
success, Chess tournament to name a few. Please read the rest of the newsletter to get a full flavour of
everything that has been going on this half term. | hope that you will have a restful Easter and hope that
the Spring weather will be kind to us. We look forward to welcome all our students back on Monday 13th
April

Key Dates

e Monday 13" April - We return to school - Week 1 * 4™ May 2026 - May Bank Holiday

* W/c 20™ April - Year 9 Tutor meetings * May 2026 - Year 8 PP2

 April 2026 - Year 10 PP2 and full report * W/c 11" May - Year 8 Tutor meetings

e April 2026 - Year 13 PP3 e W/c 18™ May - Year 7 Tutor meetings

o April 2026 - Year 12 PP3 e 25" May to 29" May - Summer half term

e April 2026 - Year 7 PP2 e 1°June 2026 - We return to school - Week 1

* April 2006 - Year 11 PP3
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Senior Maths Challenge

UKMT Maths Challenge 2025-26 Senior Maths challenge

Last term, 37 students from Year 12 and year 13 took part in the United Kingdom Maths Trust Senior Maths
Challenge. UKMT Maths Challenges are run by University of Leeds to encourage mathematical reasoning,
precision of thoughts and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. We
were very proud that 17 of our students were awarded a certificate.

John (Year 13) has done exceptionally well. As he was in the top 10% of entries nationally, he got an automatic
entry to the follow-on round of Senior Kangaroo and went to earn a Bronze certificate in the Kangaroo.
Congratulations to all the students for their success.

MName CLASS CERTIFICATE

John G Year 13 Gold and Best in schoolin Maths challenge
and Bronze in Senior Kangaroo

Osian C Year 12 Silver And BestInYear 12

Malay M Year 13 Silver

Caian G Year 12 Silver

Polly LW Year 12 Silver

Carter N Year 13 Silver

Dawy M Year 12 Bronze

Chylan L Year 13 Bronze

Genny T Year 13 Bronze

VincentH Year 12 Bronze

Tilly D Year 12 Bronze

Elliot F Year 12 Bronze

Excellence A Year 13 Bronze

Joshua C Year 12 Bronze

Esther P Year 12 Bronze

Ahmed Z Year 13 Bronze

Youssef A Year 13 Bronze

Year 12 Students with their certificates Year 13 Students with their certificates
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EAL News

What is Eid? By Moammar (Year 10)

Eid al-Fitr is an important Islamic festival celebrated by Muslims all around the world. It takes
place at the end of Ramadan, which is a month when Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset,
pray more, and focus on their faith. Eid marks the end of this special month and is a time of
happiness, gratitude, and togetherness. It is one of the most important celebrations in Islam.

Why do we celebrate it?

We celebrate Eid to thank Allah for helping us complete
Ramadan. It is a way of showing gratitude, spreading
kindness, and strengthening relationships with others. It
also reminds Muslims to continue being generous and
.“ caring even after Ramadan ends.
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[']n..”j f:”l:ﬂﬁt {ﬂiﬁ Eid is celebrated by going to the mosque for special prayers
i i_"r'-'i in the morning. People wear new or their best clothes and
'I!i_i; \ greet each other by saying “Eid Mubarak.” Families and

friends come together to share meals, give gifts, and enjoy

time with each other. Muslims also give charity, called Zakat

al-Fitr, so that everyone can take part in the celebrations.

What does it feel like in Aberystwyth?

In Aberystwyth, Eid feels smaller compared to big cities or
Muslim countries, but it is still very special. The local Muslim N e e X
community comes together, often in mosques or community ! .

halls, to pray and celebrate. It feels warm and welcoming, with * :

people sharing food from different cultures, creating a strong : !' : ;
sense of unity and belonging. ] $ {4 Eld MUbEFE[".

=3 Bid-Al-Fitr 2026
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Eid is a special time of joy, gratitude, and
togetherness, where families and friends
share love, kindness, and celebration
while remembering faith and giving to

Khalil and Baraa created a presentation which they those in need.
delivered at the Ysgol Penglais Eid party
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Newyddion Cymreig

Welsh News

Eisteddfod Offerynnol yr Urdd, 2026

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i'r disgyblion canlynol ar eu llwyddiant yn yr
Eisteddfod Sir Offerynnol ar Chwefror y 26ain. Congratulations to the
following students in the Urdd County Instrumental Eisteddfod on
February 26th.

George - 1af ar yr unawd llinynnol blwyddyn 10 a dan 25 / st string
solo year 10 and under 25
lona - 2il ar yr unawd telyn blwyddyn 7-9 / 2nd harp solo year 7-9

Jacob Williams - 2il ar yr unawd pres blwyddyn 10 a dan 25/ 2nd brass
solo year 10 and under 25

Gwendolen Cox - 3ydd ar yr unawd taro blwyddyn 7-9 / 3rd percussion
solo year 7-9

Pob Iwc i George yn yr Eisteddfod Genedlaethol ym mis Mai. / Best of
luck to George in the Urdd National Eisteddfod in May.

lona won 2nd place in the Harp
solo for Year 7, 8 and 9.

Eisteddfod Sir yr Urdd

Ar ddydd Mawrth, Mawrth 10fed, aeth
nifer o ddisgyblion lawr i Ganolfan y
Celfyddydau i gystadlu yn Eisteddfod Sir yr
Urdd.

Llefaru unigol i ddysgwyr blwyddyn 7-9 /
Recitation for learners years 7-9

1af: Elizabeth (bl. 7)

2il: Martha (bl. 7)

Llefaru Unigol i ddysgwyr bl. 10 a dan 19
oed / Recitation for learners years 10 and up
to under 19's

1af: Elizabeth (bl. 11)

Cor dysgwyr bl. 13 aciau
1af: Cor Penglais

1af: Elizabeth (bl. 7) 1af: Elizabeth (bl. 11)
2il: Martha (bl. 7)
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Newyddion Cymreig
Welsh News

1af: Cor Penglais - Cor dysgwyr bl. 13 ac iau

Llongyfarchiadau mawr hefyd i Rhainnon Starr (bl. 8) ac Arwen Cox (bl.10) am berfformio’n arbennig o dda
yn y cystadlaethau llefaru. Congratulations to Rhiannon Starr (year 8) and Arwen Cox (year 10) for competing in
the recitation competitions.

Bu Rhiannon hefyd yn cystadlu yn yr Eisteddfod Dawns a Theatr lawr ym Mro Teifi. Llongyfarchiadau ar dy
berfformiad yng nghystadleuaeth y Monolog blwyddyn 7-9. Rhiannon also took part in the monologue
competition at the Dance & Theatre Eisteddfod later on in the term. Well done on your performance.

Pob Iwc i bawb yn Eisteddfod Genedlaethol yr Urdd ym mis Mai. Best of luck to everyone at the Urdd National
Eisteddfod in May.

EISTEDDFOD YR URDD

K
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Newyddion Cymreig

Welsh News

Cafodd disgyblion blwyddyn 8 gyfle i gwrdd a'r artist a'r awdur lleol Valeriane Leblond ar ddiwedd y tymor. Bu'n
sén am ei gwaith fel artist yn y byd llyfrau ac hefyd am ei thaith fel un sydd wedi dysgu Cymraeg. Cafodd
dosbarth Cymraeg blwyddyn 7 hefyd gyfle i glywed am waith Valeriane ac fe fuon nhw'n creu eu llyfrau bach eu
hunain hefyd.

Year 8 students met with local artist and author Valeriane Leblond at the end of term. She spoke about her work as
an illustrator but also about her journey of learning Welsh. Year 7 Cymraeg students also met with Valeriane and had
the opportunity to create their own books.

Diolch, Valeriane am ddod i ymweld a ni ac am
ysbrydoli'r disgyblion i fynd i fyd llyfrau.

Thank you to Valeriane for visitiing and for inspiring the |
students with your creativity. .
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Sports News

Year 8 Girls Rugby 7s

Huge Well Done to Our U14s Girls Rugby Team!

A massive congratulations to the U14s girls for their

fantastic performance at Tuesday's Rugby 7s Festival

in Aberaeron! All of our players are in Year 8, yet they

stepped up confidently to compete against Year 9

teams, showing incredible courage, determination,

and heart throughout the day.

They're only at the beginning of their rugby journey,

but the progress they're making each time they play is

amazing to see. Keep going, girls — you're doing us

proud!

A huge thank you to Mr Rudge, Steff (Ceredigion Actif)
and Mikey (Year 13). Your support, coaching, and

encouragement make all the difference.

Training continues on Monday lunchtimes in the

Sportshall — new players always welcomel!

Junior NBA Tournament

Huge Congratulations to our Jr. NBA Squad!

Our Year 8 Jr. NBA team travelled to Bangor University to compete in the North Conference against 14 other

schools — and they absolutely smashed it! After a brilliant day of basketball, the team finished as the

Number 1 Seed in the entire conference! Winning all 6 games!

Their performance means they are now one of just four North qualifiers, joining four South qualifiers at the

Jr. NBA Finals Day at Aberystwyth University this June. What an achievement!

A special congratulations to Wole, who was named one of the two Most Valuable Players (MVP) of the whole

tournament!

Squad: Fergus, Sonny, Wole, Caleb, Giacomo, Hayden, Denis, and Will

Coaches: Jack (Year 9) and Jude (Year 10) — thank you both for your leadership, energy, and brilliant

coaching throughout the season.

Amazing work from everyone involved — bring on Finals Day.
- an s T
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Sports News

Boys Charity Rugby Evening

A huge thank you to everyone who made the charity rugby event such a massive success! Our students were
outstanding—showcasing brilliant skills, teamwork, and sportsmanship. They represented Ysgol Penglais at the
highest level, and we couldn’t be prouder.

Year 7/8: Penglais 29-60 Penweddig (Wole x5)

Year 9/10: Penglais 7-58 Penweddig (Tomos D)

Seniors: Penglais 44-35 Penweddig (Player of the match - Carter)

A special shout out to:

Oli (Yr11), Jack and Bleddyn for refereeing the matches so professionally; Aberystwyth RFC for generously
providing excellent facilities; Ruth’s Kitchen for keeping everyone well-fed with great food; Rhys (Yr11) for DJ'ing
and creating an amazing atmosphere throughout the evening.

Events like this truly highlight the strength of our school community. Thank you to everyone who came along to
support—your energy made the night unforgettable!

Dewrder, Cryfder a Calon! Courage, Strength and Heart

Senior Boys Football

We have had a successful year with our senior boys'
team as they reached the quarter finals of the Welsh
schools’ cup equalling our best run in the competition
since 2020. The students represented Penglais with
aplomb.

Da lawn Bechgyn!
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Shrek the Musical

Shrek The Musical - “Swamped” by Talent - review by National Schools Theatre Awards

As NSTA representatives, we were delighted to attend the Ysgol Penglais School production of Shrek the
Musical on Saturday 28th February 2026. Directed with skill by Barrie Stott and student Nel, with Musical
Direction by Rachel Rhys and Choreography by Nicky Goode and students Alisha and Erin, this production
featured creative staging, dynamic choreography, and star performers. Particularly impressive was the fact
that the school is so “swamped” with talent that many of the leading roles were double-cast across the run.
We were fortunate enough to watch both the matinee and evening shows to see both of these talented
casts perform.

Presented on a proscenium stage, with treads leading down to further performance space between the live
band and choir, the staging was creatively directed to utilise dynamic levels. Scenery flats depicting the
depths of the forest or the brickwork of Fiona's tower helped to conjure each scene vividly and were
enhanced by clever set pieces.

Tobenna, in the role of Shrek, was fantastic, complete with a very impressive Scottish accent. His transition
from a grumpy, dismissive ogre into a romantic lead was delivered with skill. His comedic delivery was
sharp, and his vocals were rich and expressive. His partnership with both Favour and Leo was a genuine
highlight of the production.

Favour’'s Donkey navigated the stage with a restless, endearing physicality that captured the character’s
talkative nature perfectly. Similarly, Leo’s Donkey elicited many laughs through his mischievous charm.

Princess Fiona is a challenging role for a young actress, but this was handled adroitly by both Eowyn and
Danielle. Eowyn showed a strong understanding of the comedic delivery required in her scenes with Shrek.
Danielle’s Princess Fiona was no less impressive, boasting a powerful belt range and a crystalline soprano.

The harmonies with the younger Fionas in “I Know It's Today” were particularly impressive. Lexie and
Emilia’s Young Fiona was portrayed with sweetness and passion. Elizabeth and Florence’s Teen Fiona
followed with a flawless performance.

Tobenna, Danielle, Eowyn, Favour, and Leo anchored the production with remarkable charisma. Tobenna’s
performance of “Who I'd Be” with Princess Fiona and Donkey was emotionally resonant and beautifully
enhanced by the atmospheric lighting design. “I Think | Got You Beat” provided another superb example of
the principals vocalising with skill and competitive spirit.

Owen's Lord Farquaad was a comedic tour de force. Costumed to create the illusion of the character's small
stature, his physicality was impeccable. The “Regiment (Reprise)” elicited a rousing mid-show ovation and
the “Ballad of Farquaad” showcased Owen'’s ability to enrapture the audience with his dynamic delivery and
wit.

L
g
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Shrek the Musical

There were also some exceptional performances from the
supporting cast. Mared and Ellie's Dragon was powerful,
commanding, and visually spectacular. Marz and Jack both shone as
Pinocchio. Molly’'s Gingy was a delight in the interrogation scene.
Phoebe was another standout as the Sugar Plum Fairy. The large
ensemble filled the stage, but the directors cleverly utilised an
offstage choir to bolster the vocal arrangements. The choreography,
led by Miss. Nicky Goode, Alisha, and Erin, was thoughtfully
composed.

Staging, lighting, and sound were all creatively designed. A particular
highlight was the first meeting between Shrek and Donkey, where
bellowing sound effects and slow-motion acting effectively conjured
the atmosphere of the swamp.

This production of Shrek the Musical was vibrant, fun, and packed
with talent - fully deserving of the standing ovation it received. The
collaboration between cast and crew created a magical experience
full of humour, heart and spectacle.

National School Theatre Awards

To read the full review please visit https://schooltheatreawards.com/ysgol-penglais-school-shrek-
swamped-by-talent
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Shrek the Musical
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Shrek the Musical

www.penglais.org.uk @ @PenglaisSchool f Ysgol Penglais School X @PenglaisSchool_



Parent Information

ParentPay
A reminder to all parents to ensure that your child's ParentPay account is kept topped up to allow them to
purchase food from our canteen as we are a cashless school, and to check their balances regularly please.

MCAS

MCAS, which stands for My Child at School, is an online portal and mobile app for parents to view real-time
information about their child's performance, attendance, and behaviour at school. It acts as a central hub for
communication, allowing parents to access announcements, timetables, homework, and grades, and even
update their contact details. Parents can access it via the MyChildAtSchool website or by downloading the app
from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store. Please make sure that you have allowed notifications on
the app, otherwise you will miss important letters and messages.

Letters and Important Information

Most letters and information sent home to parents via MCAS will also be posted on the website, so please
keep up to date with all new information by checking your Important documents on MCAS or by accessing the
website: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/letters/

Locker rental

We have a number of new lockers around school, so if your child would like to rent a locker for the year, it is
£5 rental and £5 initial deposit. To arrange a locker, please email admin@penglais.org.uk and we will arrange
for you to be able to make payment by ParentPay.

Website

Our website has a wealth of information that parents/guardians may find useful including the links below:
ALN information: https://penglais.org.uk/parents-aln/
Calendar:_https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-information/school-term-dates/
Frequently asked questions: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/fags/

Grant information:_https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/parent-grants/

Key dates for each Year group: https://penglais.org.uk/parents/key-dates/

Staff information and direct dial numbers:_https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/meet-the-staff

Student support services: https://penglais.org.uk/student-support-services/

Transport information: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/transport/

Absence from school

If your child is not well enough to attend school, please call the Attendance Office on 01970 621124 or you
can record the absence on MCAS. To support you, we have an information sheet with guidelines in the link
below:

https://penglais.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/ls-my-child-too-ill-for-school.pdf

If your child has an appointment, please send them in with a note with the date, time and reason for the
appointment, or, if it easier for you, you can add this information on MCAS too.
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Sixth Form News

Offer of a place to study at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music
and Dance

Llongyfarchiadau mawr to our Year 13 student, Darci, who has been
offered a place on the BA (Hons) Contemporary Dance course at the
prestigious Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance in London.
Darci successfully completed a highly competitive audition process to
secure her offer, following her selection for an intensive summer
school at Trinity in July/August last year. She has been training in ballet,
modern, commercial, contemporary and tap at Aberystwyth Arts
Centre Dance School from a young age. The Sixth Form is very proud
of Darci and all the hard work and dedication she has put in to achieve
this fantastic opportunity.

Period Dignity Scheme

We are delighted to share that Ceredigion secondary schools will soon receive specially curated Period Dignity
Book Packs, funded through additional support from Welsh Government’s Period Dignity Grant. These packs
contain a selection of literature designed to help young people better understand menstrual health and to
support more open, confident conversations.

A key part of this initiative is that young people from Ysgol Penglais, together with students from other schools
across Ceredigion, have played an active role in shaping and informing the Period Dignity scheme. Their
insight, experiences, and ideas have directly influenced the types of resources being provided, ensuring that
the materials reflect what matters to students themselves.
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Show Racism the Red Card

Show Racism the Red Card

Nine students took the opportunity to enter SRtRC's Creative Competition. The annual competition
encourages students to reflect on the theme of anti-racism to produce a range of inspirational creative
outcomes. This year, two students designed posters to call out racism in sport, two created poems, four
wrote stories on the subject, and one student engineered an app to respond to prejudiced language.

Congratulations to the following students for working independently to create such interesting work.
Georgia, Caitlin, Harriet, Arianwen, Edward, Hamidah, Elizabeth, Martha and Aghogho. The final will be held
in Cardiff in April and we hope some of our students might make it there!

Year 8 Persuasive Speaking Project

For the third year running, Year 8 students have studied persuasive speaking with a focus on climate
change and specifically, coastal flooding in Wales. Students are currently writing a speech to convince the
local residents of Aberystwyth of the need for sea defences. Having a real-world problem to solve helps to
inspire students and allows them to understand the relevance of the skills they learn in the classroom to
the world outside. The project is supported by Careers Wales, who each year organise external speakers to
visit and share information that students can then use when writing and presenting their speeches. This
year, we were pleased to welcome back Professor Stephen Tooth from Aberystwyth University and also to
host Councillor Shelley Childs (Penparcau Ward). Both provided valuable insights into the global situation,
the Welsh context and the current bid for WAG funding to protect Aberystwyth from climate change.

The final will take place on Wednesday 25th March.

room for Racism, nn!;rrm

- Respect! A .
divides us. Choose unity. . =
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Skills for Life News

In celebration of St David’s Day, students in Skills for Life learnt about Welsh traditions and how Welsh cakes
have become a popular treat in Wales. Students then made their own Welsh cakes and used the opportunity
to collect data for maths practise by making a variety of flavours and collecting the results. Flavour options
were:

- Traditional

- Plain

- White chocolate and blueberry
- Marshmallow

Traditional Welsh cakes were the most popular for staff but lots of students enjoyed the marshmallow flavour.
This cross-curricular topic helps to strengthen skills such as food hygiene, following recipes, measuring,
mixing, using the cooker and data collection

As a reward for the hard work she has put into her Sweet Education and improvement in attendance Evalyn
was given the challenge of making the chocolatiest chocolate cake to be enjoyed by staff and some skills for
life students who have been working hard this term. We named it “death by chocolate”.
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Skills for Life News

A corridor project in Skills for Life continues with Mr Stubbs and students in Skills for Life as they are taking
pride in making the corridor look brighter and fresher. We look forward to seeing the final finished project
and next steps designing a mural for Skills for Life.
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Library News

March signals the return of Ysgol Penglais annual chess tournament. This is a highly anticipated event with
many students avidly practising for weeks beforehand. Entrants were received from every single year group
with 42 entrants in total. The first two rounds were cutthroat 10-minute games with the quarter finals taking a
more relaxed 30 minutes. Our semi-finalists Shay, Pavlos, Bryn, Bronwen and Julius had to endure a fast and
furious round robin of 5-minute games with points awarded for checkmate win, points win and draw. It
couldn’t have been closer with Shay, Bryn and Bronwen scoring 4 points in total and Pavlos and Julius scoring
5. Our grand final took place on Monday 23rd March between Pavlos and Julius with the match being live
streamed across the school. It was a thrilling match which lasted over 35 minutes and resulted in Julius being
crowned our Chess Champion 2026, winning by just a single piece. Huge congratulations to Julius who was
delighted to win the title, with Year 13 being his last chance to do so!

Well done to all the students taking part, some great strategy, skill and resilience shown. Until next year...

e

If you're intoit,
read intoit.

Part of the
National Year of Reading 2026

L
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