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Headteacher's Message

The last Friday of this half term is a popular one with our Year 11 students as they finish their formal
lessons in Year 11. There is a lot of shirt-signing and general happiness as we celebrate the fact that they
have completed their five years at Penglais. It is lovely to see the positive relationships between students
as well as between students and staff as they show appreciation of the learning, social and academic
development and friendships formed over the last five years. They finish their afternoon with cakes and
ice lollies and hear speeches and awards from their tutor groups. It is a lovely end to their statutory
education. Of course, their exams have yet to finish and we wish them and the students in Years 10 and
13 all the best in the exams after half term. Well done to the Year 12 students who have completed their
exams and will return to lessons after half term.

As you will see from the newsletter, our students have been very busy again in various activities outside
of their formal lessons. We have national representatives in sporting competitions, in the Royal Academy
of Arts Summer Show, national Maths competitions as well as national winners in the Show Racism the
Red Card competition. Year 13 students have won scholarships and entries to very specialist and highly
competitive universities. It shows again how fabulously talented our students are.

Our cultural events also take pride of place in the school. On the first Saturday of half term, students will
be travelling up to Sir Fén (Anglesey) to complete in the National Urdd Eisteddfod. The choir will be taking
part in the Learners’' Choir, and two students are competing in the individual recitation. We wish them all
the very best in their competition. The preparation for the Penglais International Day is also underway
with form groups having chosen their country. They will have time after half term to prepare their
presentations and representations for their country and we look forward to celebrating our multitude of
cultures on Thursday 2nd July.

In the meantime, | hope that everyone has a lovely, sunny half term break and we look forward to
welcoming all students back on Monday 1st June.

Key Dates

e 1°June 2026 - We return to school - Week 1 07/07/2026 - Provisional Sports day

e 22/06/2026 - INSET day - no students in school 09/07/2026 - Year 6 Parents transition workshops
* 23/06/2026 - 26/06/2026 - Year 10 end of year exams * July 2026 - Year 8 PP3 and full report

* 24/06/2026 & 25/06/2026 - Year 11 Taster days July 2026 - Year 10 PP3 and exam results

* 29/06/2026 & 30/06/2026 - Year 6 Transition days 17/07/2026 - Students last day of term

* June 2026 - Year 8 PP3 and full report 20/07/2026 - INSET day - no students in school

e 02/07/2026 - International day
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Newyddion Cymreig

Welsh News

Eisteddfod yr Urdd, 2026

Pob Iwc i'r disgyblion fydd yn teithio i Ynys Mdn yn ystod
hanner tymor i gystadlu yn Eisteddfod Genedlaethol yr
Urdd.

Good luck to all students taking part in the Urdd Eisteddfod in
Ynys Mén druing half term.

George - Unawd llinynnol blwyddyn 10 a dan 25 / String
solo year 10 and under 25

Elizabeth (bl. 7) - Llefaru unigol i ddysgwyr blwyddyn 7-9 /
Recitation for learners years 7-9

Elizabeth (bl. 11) - Llefaru Unigol i ddysgwyr bl. 10 a dan 19

oed / Recitation for learners years 10 and unders 19 EISTEDDFOD YR URDD
Cor Penglais - Cor dysgwyr bl. 13 aciau / Year 13 Choir

Gallwch wylio'r holl gystadlu a’r cyfan o'r maes yn ystod yr wythnos ar S4C ac S4Cclic ar lein neu BBC iPlayer
gydag is-deitlau Saesneg.
You can watch the competitions on S4C or S4CClic or on BBCiPlayer with English subtitles.

Celf a Chrefft

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i'r rhai fu'n cystadlu yng nghystadlaethau Celf a Chrefft yr Urdd
yn ddiweddar.

Dylunio a Thechnoleg bl. 7-9 / Design & Technology year 7-9: 1af. Georgia

Bydd gwaith Georgia yn cael ei arddangos yn y babell Gelf yn ystod wythnos yr
Eisteddfod.

Georgia’s work will be displayed in the Eisteddfod all week.

Creu tecstiliau bl. 7-9 / Textiles year 7-9: 3ydd: Georgia

Ffasiwn bl, 7 - 9: 2il: Georgia

Creadigol 2D bl. 10 a dan 25 oed A.D.Y / Creative 2d year 10 and under 25 A.L.N.
2il: Alexander

3ydd: Idris

Ynys Mén 2026 | Urdd Gobaith Cymru

Eisteddfod yr Urdd Ynys Mon 2026 U rd d
Anglesey Show Ground, Saturday, 23 May - Friday, 29 May, 2026
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EAL News

Celebrating National Costumes - Vyshyvanka Day

Students at Ysgol Penglais are very proud of their diverse cultural
backgrounds. The EAL department took the opportunity for a
photoshoot to tie in with the Ukrainian “Vyshyvanka Day (The Day of the
Ukrainian Embroidered Shirt)” which is celebrated every year on the
third Thursday of May. This day is dedicated to Ukraine’s rich cultural
heritage and is especially poignant in today’'s context as it also reminds
us of the resilience and pride of the Ukrainian people.

“Wearing vyshyvanka from time to time helps me to reconnect with my
cultural background, have hope in the future and celebrate everything
that Ukrainians have achieved,” says Arina.

Freya in her Filipiniana
dress from

Maham in her salwar The Philippines.
kameez from Pakistan.

Keaton in his Kurta
from India.

Nini in traditional Chinese
clothing.

We are all very much looking forward to Ysgol Penglais International Day on Thursday 2nd July and the
chance to dress up again!
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Sports News

Cycling Achievement - National Downhill Debut -
Congratulations to Year 10 student Esme who recently | :
competed in her first National Downhill Series race at
the local Antur Stiniog trail centre. Taking on strong
competition, including riders who are now pursuing
the sport at a professional level, she showed great
determination and resilience. Finishing 9th out of 11 in
such a high-level event is a fantastic achievement, and
she did extremely well to hold her own against such
experienced competitors. We are very proud of her
effort and look forward to seeing her continue to grow
in the sport.

Penglais Volleyball Team Competes on the University Stage

The Penglais volleyball team recently took part in the annual University tournament, gaining valuable
experience competing at a high level. Impressively, they were the only non-university team involved and, by a
considerable margin, the youngest group in the competition.

The tournament featured five teams competing in a round-robin format, with each match played as the best of
three sets within a 40-minute time limit. They secured a well-earned victory in one of their matches and came
incredibly close to winning a second, narrowly losing in a thrilling contest that ended 27-25. Their
performances showcased both skill and growing confidence on the court. In addition to their matches, the
team demonstrated excellent responsibility and sportsmanship, carrying out officiating duties by refereeing
and scoring to a very high standard when not playing. Overall, the tournament provided a fantastic
opportunity for the team to test themselves against strong opposition, and they represented Ysgol Penglais
with great pride. Players: Sara, Theo, Matty, Alfie, Ahmed, Sania, Will, Aroush, Justin.

Athletics Success at Regional Championships
We are delighted to share the achievements of year 10 student
Aghogho who recently competed in the West Wales Regional
Athletics Championships on 10th May.
The competition is recognised as a premier regional track and field
event, bringing together talented athletes from across Dyfed and
West Glamorgan. Competing in the Under-16 category, Agogo
took part in both the 100m and 200m sprint events.
After strong performances in the heats, finishing second in both
races, he secured an impressive place in the finals for both events.
In the finals:
* 200 metres: 4th place with a time of 25.39 seconds, just 0.25
seconds away from securing a bronze medal.
* 100 metres: Finished with a time of 12.47 seconds, narrowly
missing bronze by 0.49 seconds.
Llongyfarchiadau mawr!
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Sports News

Football

Four football teams took part in the National Urdd tournament on the 8th of May. The u15 girls, u13 girls
and u13 boys all placed 5th in their group, and the u13 girls finished in 4th in their group. A great day was
had by all in a competitive tournament. Da iawn pawb!

Congratulations
A huge congratulations to Megan and Arianwen who were part of the Aberystwyth team that won the West
Wales hockey league tournament over the Easter holidays.
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Sports News

Welsh Schools Football

Congratulations to Year 11 student Sol, who has recently been
selected to represent the Welsh Schools FA—a fantastic achievement
and a testament to his dedication and talent. He joins fellow Year 11
student Gioele, who has previously earned selection for this
prestigious representative squad.

At the beginning of May, both players had the exciting opportunity to
compete in fixtures against the England Independent Schools
Football Association and a Manchester United U16 side. These
matches provided an incredible experience, allowing them to test
themselves against high-level opposition. Notably, the Manchester
United U16 squad included the son of former England international
Wayne Rooney, highlighting the calibre of the opposition faced.

Representing Ysgol Penglais at such a high level is a significant
honour, and both players should be extremely proud of their
achievements which serves as an inspiration to other students.

Four football teams took part in the National Urdd tournament on the 8th of May. The u15 girls, u15 boys and
u13 boys all placed 5th in their group, and the u13 girls finished in 4th in their group. A great day was had by
all in a competitive tournament. Da iawn pawb!
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Hearing Resource Centre News

Clare’s Wool Shop Work Experience

One of our students has been gaining valuable experience at Claire’s Wool
Shop, working behind the till and serving customers. They have learned
how to operate the till confidently and calculate change accurately.

As part of their role, they have also been helping with stock management
by organising the different types of wool and ensuring items are stored in
the correct places. In addition, they have been assisting with pricing stock
and preparing items for display. This experience has helped to develop
both practical workplace skills and confidence in a customer-facing
environment.

Llanerchaeron National Trust Work Experience
Our students visit Llanerchaeron National Trust on a weekly basis to support the work carried out there. The
HRC has its own community plot, which the students help to maintain and develop.

This term, students have been preparing the ground for planting by clearing away old plants, turning the soil,
and getting the area ready for new seeds and plants. They have also been making biodegradable paper pots
for sowing seeds, which can later be planted directly into the ground. This has been a fantastic opportunity for
students to learn about sustainable gardening and environmental responsibility.

Ysgol Penglais Eco Garden
As many of you know, we are very fortunate at Penglais to have access to dedicated garden space. Over the
past few years, HRC students have worked extremely hard to maintain and develop the school Eco Garden.

Their excellent work has continued this year, with students already planting seeds and preparing for another
successful growing season. The garden continues to provide a wonderful opportunity for students to develop
teamwork, responsibility, and gardening skills while contributing positively to the school environment.

K
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Hearing Resource Centre News

Llangrannog Residential Weekend

Students from the resource base were given the opportunity to attend a residential weekend at
Llangrannog along with other students with hearing loss across Ceredigion, Carmarthenshire and
Pembrokshire. The weekend was run by staff from the resource base and from Ceredigion Sensory
Service and was organised so that students can build friendships and develop independence and
confidence communicating with other students with hearing loss.

It was a fun-packed weekend full of adventurous activities such as, high ropes, go karts, quad bikes,
skiing, tobogganing, zipwire, jump of faith and many more to test even the bravest of the brave!! Evening
activities included bush crafts, a coastal walk to the beach and a movie night with popcorn and hot
chocolate. A great weekend where the sun shone and everyone made memories of a lifetime

-
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Hearing Resource Centre News

Specialist Deaf Curriculum Framework
Staff and students within the specialist hearing resource base are embedding the new specialist deaf
curriculum framework into their sessions. This has 7 strands designed to support students to:

* understand and make decisions about their deafness

¢ develop communication and language skills in their preferred communication style (BSL, Spoken or Total

Communication)

¢ develop confidence to self-advocate and to self-determine

* create a positive sense of self and deaf identity

* manage change and have the skills needed for adulthood.

7. Specialist 2. Communication,

assessment and 1. Deaf identity language, and
MonitOFing _ it eracy
-\.\\\\'\ I _//
6. Preparation | Specialist I | 3. Understand
for adulthood Framework | access to sound
| j \ \

- et

4, Sogial, emateonal,
physical, and mental
health

&, Manage change

As part of the Deaf Identity strand, we have arranged for visits from past students of the resource centre to
come back and visit current students as positive role models and mentors, assisting with hearing technology,
communication and preparing for adulthood and the transition from school into further education or the
workplace.
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IXth Form News

Placement at Royal College of Music and Drama

A fantastic achievement by our Year 13 student, Kacey, who has
secured an unconditional place at the world-famous Royal Welsh
College of Music and Drama to study Stage Management and Technical
Theatre. This conservatoire course is extremely competitive, and Kacey
has been working hard on her professional portfolio for several years
in order to apply. From the age of 14, she has worked backstage on 17
productions, both here at Ysgol Penglais and at Aberystwyth Arts
Centre, including Little Shop of Horrors, Shrek, and two Warden'’s
pantomimes. She also gained her Association of British Theatre
Technicians Bronze Award last summer.

Huge congratulations, Kacey!

New College Oxford Pictures

New College
Oxford
Pictures

L
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Sixth Form

Bangor Scholarship for Lily

In February | sat the Bangor Scholarship Entrance Exam. | was
lucky enough to be awarded one of the 20 merit scholarships of
£3000! Bangor provide a variety of subjects to sit the
examination in; | chose Psychology as it best fits my course
choice of Psychology with Neuropsychology. The exam was 2
hours long and 2 essay length questions, in which the candidate
can select from a list of 10, should be answered in that time. |
chose to write about the biological explanations for criminal
behaviour and designed a study on how art therapy can improve
wellbeing. The scholarship will be awarded to me under the
condition | succeed in getting into Bangor University in
September!

Debate Club

A big thank you to Molly and Charlie, two of our Sixth Form students and staff for running the Debate
Club. Their enthusiasm and effort has not gone unnoticed. Many engaging debates have taken place such
as "Are Jaffa Cakes cakes or biscuits" to running a session with the Supreme Court in London using their
Freedom of Religion debate pack. Well done to everyone involved!

K
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Year 13 Business Event

The Year 13 Business class planned a “Raising Aspirations” event for Year 8 on March 5th. Year 13 students
used the event as an opportunity to demonstrate their event planning skills as part of their assessed
coursework.

Year 8 students were encouraged to find out more about several career pathways and the options available in
the local area. Guests included; Aberystwyth University: Drama and Theatre, Modern Foreign Langauges and
Business Faculties, Dyfed Powys Police, Hyfforddiant Ceredigion Training, Ystwyth Vets, Aber Instruments,
Driftwood Designs, Plascrug Leisure Centre, Tim Penn (Signature Leather). Students also had the opportunity
to investigate additional career pathways though ‘virtual’ online experiences as well as completing quizzes to
find out what careers their interests and skills might be suited to!

The students from Year 13 and Year 8 are very grateful to all of the visitors for running their stands and
sharing their expertise and enthusiasm.
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Wellbeing News

Over the course of this academic year, Ysgol Penglais has been very pleased to welcome PC Hannah Evans,
who has delivered a series of police-led educational sessions to students in Years 7 through 11 as part of
their School Beat programme. These sessions are carefully integrated to complement our already well-
established Wellbeing curriculum.

The aim of these sessions has been to provide students with clear, age appropriate information and
guidance to help them make safe, informed decisions, supporting them to lead healthy, happy, and safe
lives in today’'s modern world.

Year 7

Students have taken part in a session titled “Risky Pics”, which focused on raising awareness of the risks
associated with creating, sending, receiving, and keeping inappropriate images of others without consent.
This session was delivered in a supportive and educational manner, encouraging responsible online
behaviour.

In the summer term, Year 7 students will also receive an additional session aimed at raising awareness of
child sexual abuse, including helping students understand what signs the police look for in order to
support children who may be at risk.

Year 8

Students have taken part in two sessions this school year. The first focused on anti-social behaviour,
helping students understand how such behaviour can impact the wider community and discussing the
potential consequences for those involved.

The second session explored substance misuse. The session also explained what may happen if someone
is found in possession of illegal substances, including discussions around the arrest process.

Year 9

Students also completed two sessions during the year. One revisited the topic of anti-social behaviour,
reinforcing key messages and expectations. The second session focused on domestic violence, helping
students explore the different forms domestic abuse can take, the impact it has on individuals, and the
consequences for offenders.

Year 10

Students participated in a session on sexual consent, designed to empower young people with a clear
understanding of consent, related laws, and the serious consequences of not obtaining consent. Students
were also signposted to relevant local and national support agencies available to them.

Year 11

Students took part in a session on drug misuse. The session also outlined the possible outcomes when
someone is caught with illegal substances, including arrest procedures.

Feedback from students has been very encouraging. Some Year 11 students shared that “I have learnt
more about these topics and I'm now more aware than | was before,” while another commented that
“these sessions helped me avoid and identify wrong crowds and what consequences there could be if |
joined them.”

We are grateful to PC Hannah Evans for her continued support and for delivering these valuable sessions,
which play an important role in supporting our students’ wellbeing, safety, and personal development.

L
g
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Maths News

UKMT Maths Challenges 2025-26

This year's Intermediate Maths challenge for Years 9 to 11 was held on 28th January. 94 Penglais students
from Years 9, 10 and 11 took part with 35 of them being awarded a Gold, Silver or Bronze certificate. The
Junior Maths Challenge was on 29th April in UK and 89 of our students from Years 7 and 8 took part in this
challenge and 32 earned certificates.

The annual UKMT Maths Challenges are run by university of Leeds to encourage mathematical reasoning,
precision of thoughts and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. Isaac
(Year 11) did exceptionally well and got an automatic entry to the follow-on round of Pink Kangaroo where he
earned a bronze certificate. In the Junior Challenge, Nishka and Mollie (both in Year 8) had Gold Certificates
and will be taking part in the follow-up Junior Kangaroo on 9th June.

Congratulations to all the students for their successes and thank you Mrs Bohra for organising our entries to
these challenges.
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Isaac Yaar 11 Gold Bast Yosef Year 10 =old Best Mishka Year 8 Gold Best
inSchool in Yoar in School
and Bronze Pavios Year 10 Silver Mollie Year 8 Gold
in Pink Ivan Year 10 | Silver Minnie Year 8 Sitver
Kangaroo Arwen Year 10 | Sitver Oeandl | Yeurp Sibver
Thomas |Year11 | Gold Elizabeth | Year10 | Silver Phelicity | Year & Silver
John Year 11 Silver Noah Year 10 | Bronze Chiamaka | Year 8 S'f["’gr
Elenor Year 11 Bronze Freya Year 10 Bronze Freya Year 8 Sitver
1 Annabelle | Year 8 Bronze
Ben Year 11 Bronze Wowvani YWear 10 Bronze ;
Arin Year 11 Bronz ] Year 10 B Chavin Year 8 Bronze
i ﬂ.k ?EE 3 = anz: bl i e — Elimor Year 8 Bronze
achvi L : Marcus | Year10 | Bronze Rhiannon | Year 8 Bronze
Thao Year 11 Bronze = - e lonas Year 8 Bronze
Makena | Year 11 Bronze ame ear _""‘1 cate Tilly Year B Bronze
oli Year 11 Bronze Eve Year 9 Silver Best Frena Year 8 Bronze
Sarah Year 11 Bronze in Year lzzy Year 8 Bronze
Aarush Year 11 Bronze Vihaan | Year9 Silver Sian Year 8 Branze
Elza Year 11 Bronze lack Year 3 Sitver Bowen Year B Bronze
Monica Year 11 Bronze Misha Year 9 Silver Leon Year 8 Bronze
Sara Year 11 Bronze Edward | Year9 Sitver Ethan Year 8 Bronze
Ruby Year 9 Bronze Liam Year8 Bronze
Name Yaar Cartificate Elijah Year 9 Bronze Elis Year B Bronze
Erie Yaar 7 Silver Bast in isla Year 9 Bronze Finnley Year B Bronze
fear Anouk Year B Bronze
2. Bh.. LiEl . Hayden | Year 8 Bronze
Apanteniuie | Nanr )| Bonse Mya Year 8 Bronze
fach Waar ¥ Bronze Po a 2
Emily Year 7 Bronze Doy Year ronze
Micky Yaar 7 Beonia
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Maths Photos

Year 11 students pictured above

Year 7 & 8 students pictured above

o |I"I

www.penglais.org.uk @ @PenglaisSchool f Ysgol Penglais School *. @PenglaisSchool_



Parent Information

ParentPay
A reminder to all parents to ensure that your child's ParentPay account is kept topped up to allow them to
purchase food from our canteen as we are a cashless school, and to check their balances regularly please.

MCAS

MCAS, which stands for My Child at School, is an online portal and mobile app for parents to view real-time
information about their child's performance, attendance, and behaviour at school. It acts as a central hub for
communication, allowing parents to access announcements, timetables, homework, and grades, and even
update their contact details. Parents can access it via the MyChildAtSchool website or by downloading the app
from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store. Please make sure that you have allowed notifications on
the app, otherwise you will miss important letters and messages.

Letters and Important Information

Most letters and information sent home to parents via MCAS will also be posted on the website, so please
keep up to date with all new information by checking your Important documents on MCAS or by accessing the
website: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/letters/

Locker rental

We have a number of new lockers around school, so if your child would like to rent a locker for the year, it is
£5 rental and £5 initial deposit. To arrange a locker, please email admin@penglais.org.uk and we will arrange
for you to be able to make payment by ParentPay.

Website

Our website has a wealth of information that parents/guardians may find useful including the links below:
ALN information: https://penglais.org.uk/parents-aln/
Calendar:_https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/schools-education/school-information/school-term-dates/
Frequently asked questions: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/fags/.

Grant information:_https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/parent-grants/

Key dates for each Year group: https://penglais.org.uk/parents/key-dates/

Staff information and direct dial numbers:_https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/meet-the-staff

Student support services: https://penglais.org.uk/student-support-services/

Transport information: https://penglais.org.uk/communication/transport/

Absence from school

If your child is not well enough to attend school, please call the Attendance Office on 01970 621124 or you
can record the absence on MCAS. To support you, we have an information sheet with guidelines in the link
below:

https://penglais.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/1s-my-child-too-ill-for-school.pdf

If your child has an appointment, please send them in with a note with the date, time and reason for the
appointment, or, if it easier for you, you can add this information on MCAS too.
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Skills for Life News

Easter activities

Students enjoyed Easter in Skills for Life. The day started
with them following the Easter Bunny footsteps to a
Easter puzzle challenge and the prize for completion was
a chocolate egg. Congratulations to Alfie who solved all
the puzzles in the fastest time.

Cake icing and Easter decorations
Cross curricular lessons that week
included making Easter ornaments
and learning how to pipe icing on
exceedingly good Easter cakes.

Gardening activities

As we move from spring into
summer, we have started
creating our own kitchen garden
to grow tomatoes, spinach,
strawberries  and  radishes.
Experimenting with different
growing conditions to show how
anybody can learn to grow their
own produce in their own home.
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Library News

Spotlight on Manga- why is Manga so popular with teenagers?

5 of the Top 10 borrowed resources in our school Library this year are
Manga books. Here is a quick guide to what Manga is and why it is so
popular.

Manga is considered an art form and tells a story through illustrations.
The Japanese characters for manga translate as 'pictures run riot' or
'pictures unbounded'. There is less reliance on text, and narrative is created
through expressive line drawing along with the visual development of
individual characters.

Manga in the form that we now know it first emerged in newspapers and
magazines in the 1920s.It has become more popular and widespread in
recent years.

Types of Manga:
Kodomomuke often teaches morals to its audience of young children.
* Shonen aims to appeal to teenage boys with action and adventure stories.
¢ Shojo is targeted toward pre-teen and teenage girls and includes stories
based on real-life situations along with action and adventure.
¢ Seinen is written to appeal to older teenagers and men.
* Josei are often realistic tales and frequently capture an audience of late
teens to older women.

Traditional manga is read from the back of the book to the front. Each page is
read from left to right.
Instructions are often found inside the cover.

DIRECTIONS

il thig bl our Tirel Lime
reading manga-styles, here's a
Quikck gusda IO help you
Bhdarsland how i1 wWorka

"% sany... juEl st in thae Top
right panal and fodlow the
Aufmibers. Have fun, §rad ook for
more 100% aulhenlss manga
from T oY OPOPE
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Library News

Age Ratings:
Please bear in mind that there are different age ratings for \JIZ meDiA
Manga books, which are usually found on the back cover.

E / All Ages: Suitable for all, no swearing or suggestive content.
1 T TR CLT

WA .o

Y / Youth (Ages 10+): Mild fantasy action or comedic violence,
minimal crude humour. ISHM: $78.1.9747.099
T / Teen (Ages 13+): Mild to moderate violence, suggestive | -
themes, and some language. im ||“I |I| ] II
OT / Older Teen (Ages 16-17+): Moderate to intense violence,
partial nudity, and stronger sexual themes.

M / Mature (Ages 18+): Intense violence, explicit sexual
content, and strong language.

P PPUSA S1299 CAN [1 %
1.4

11l

Manga includes some text, but the focus is on the illustrations
Emotions are shown through highly exaggerated illustrations.
For example, a sad character would cry a waterfall of tears. A
happy character’'s smile would be wide and nearly fill their face.
An angry character would have steam, smoke or fire erupting
from them.

Here is a selection of some
of the most popular Manga
series for teenagers, some of
which are available in our
school Library.
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This is a great way for
students to get into reading,

47y "B with some reading the whole

% = 72 books in the Naruto

e hgen | series.  However, please

"' By ensure you check the age
ratings.
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Art News

Ysgol Penglais Students selected for Royal Academy of Arts Summer Show

Some of our students recently submitted a work of art to be
considered for the Royal Academy of Arts Young Artists’ Summer
Show. The summer show is an annual open-submission exhibition in
London for students aged 4 to 18 studying in the UK. It showcases a
wide variety of artworks submitted by young people, which are judged

Royal
Academ}'
by a panel of passionate artists and arts professionals, to be displayed

at the Royal Academy or as part of their online exhibition. Yo

entries to be amongst just a few hundred that make it each year into
the online exhibition. This is a wonderful achievement greatly
deserved, and their work will be live on the Royal Academy website
from 14th July 2026.

Sophia (Year 12) and Minnie (Year 8) were selected from over 25,000 A I g 5

There will be another opportunity next year to enter, and Miss Weeks m
will inform students when the portal is due to open again, or in the

meantime parents/guardians can sign up to the mailing list:

Young Artists' Summer Show sign up to hear more form

Hairy Baby with Mum - Sophia February Morning - Minnie

L
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Show Racism the Red Card

L

This year, ten students entered the Show Racism the Red Card Creative == e
Competition to raise awareness of and aim to combat racism in sport — seme: DANGOS Y 2 e - ;
and the wider community. The final was held on Tuesday 21st April in e
Cardiff. Two year 7 students, Martha and Elizabeth were shortlisted and
at the ceremony, it was announced that Martha had won the category
and Elizabeth was the runner up! Martha also took on the significant
challenge of reading aloud her short story, 'Joy Has Arrived', at the event
(included below).

Elizabeth interviewed a family member and used that input to develop
an inspiring poem called 'The Weight of Your Words'. She said: "l wrote
this piece because racism isn’t just something people talk about it's
something people live through. | wanted to share a story that shows the
quiet, hidden pain that often goes unnoticed. The interview in this piece
is based on real experiences that many people face, including people
like me. My goal is not to make anyone feel guilty, but to make them feel
something, to understand how deeply words can wound, and how
important it is to speak up."

Congratulations Martha and Elizabeth for creating such outstanding
entries on such an important topic. With 52,000 entries from 217
schools, this is such a huge achievement!

Joy has arrived! - This story addresses the importance of names and also highlights how important it is to
support students who are new to school.

A small girl stood in the shadow of her new school, frozen, not wanting to go inside, until several kids had pushed past
her and brought her back to the present. She timidly walked up to the heavy metal doors, pushed them open and as
soon as she walked through the doors everyone stopped and stared. She swallowed back the lump rising in here throat
and concentrated on the next step, keeping her head down and walking slowly. Suddenly, a deafening bell rang through
the school.

As soon as she walked into form all heads swivelled toward her, she studied the children’s expressions.

“Class this is ..., I'm sorry | don’t know how to pronounce this how about we call you Amy? Yes? Ok, class this is Amy.
Ayomide gave a shy wave and whispered “Hi” She could feel her cheeks burning, that was not her name.

As she headed to her desk, she noticed that none of the other girls had black hair, infact no one in her class had black
hair or dark eyes only her.

Ayomide just looked down so no one could see her tears. At break all the girls had touched her hair commenting on how
short and frizzy it was. A girl called Linh had barely said a word all day, but Ayomide had caught Linh looking at her a
lot. Every time Ayomide looked her way Linh would quickly look down at her shoes, a red flush filling her cheeks.

On Ayomide's way home a girl from class called Freya hissed “m***ey!” at her back. Ayomide pelted home till her heart
thumped in her chest. As soon as she opened the door, she ran to her room flung herself on to her bed and cried hot
angry tears.

L
g
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Show Racism the Red Card

“Ayomide, are you ok, can | come in?” a kind voice asked.
“Yes, you can come in Nne nne,” Ayomide replied.

“Did something happen at school?” Nne nne asked.
“Yes.” She mumbled into her pillow

“What happened?”

“They called me m***ey.”

The room filled with silence.

Nne sat without saying a word for what felt like long time then quietly she stood and whispered, “Come.”

After Ayomide sat down on the floor and let her Nne nne rub her scalp with coconut oil, as she worked the oil through,
she sang an old song in Yoruba.

“Do you want to help me make jJollof rice?” Nne nne asked

“Yes, please Nne nne”

“You can take the leftovers into school tomorrow if you like. Some people are born to bring darkness into our world and
others are born to bring joy, remember that Ayomide. You should be proud of your heritage, the languages of your
ancestors and your wild tangle of hair, your beautiful dark skin no matter what other people think.”

Just then the key in the lock turned and someone said “something smells good! Is that jJollof rice | smell?” “lya, Baba!”
Ayomide said as she ran to hug her parents.

The next day, when Ayomide arrived at school her stomach churned with anxiety filling her bones and yet she also felt a
rising strength somewhere too. When she walked into class some girls glared but Linh ran up to Ayomide and said “Sorry
| kept looking at you yesterday, | didn’t know what to do or say. I still don’t, would you like to sit together at lunch?”

Linh asked Ayomide how to pronounce her name and Ayomide explained that in Yoruba it meant joy has arrived’. The
girls began chatting, it was clear they had a lot in common; they both loved ice-cream, riding bikes and reading. They
talked so easily and Ayomide felt happy to have someone who felt so easy to be with. Upon returning to class, Ayomide
could feel herself bubbling with determination as Mrs Heath got to the register and called her name, she announced
confidently, “It's pronounced Ah - yo - mee - day.”

The teacher called her name correctly and Ayomide bubbled with pride. Later, Ayomide shared her lunch with Linh who
claimed that the jollof rice was her new favourite food. Suddenly, the door swung fiercely on its hinges as Linh’s friend
strode towards them, her face pinched with meanness, clearly jealous and filled with hatred for Ayomide.

Ayomide and Linh exchanged a meaningful look and glared back at Freya who after a brief pause stormed out of the
canteen, before tipping over a tray of half-finished crisps and a sandwich.

A piercing bell rang to signal the end of lunch. Back in class Mrs Heath asked the pupils to pair up. Linh and Ayomide
chose each other, the task was to write a list that described the other person and then they had to read it out to the
class. When it was Linh's turn Ayomide waited for the comments on her skin colour, her eyes and hair but they never
came, instead all Linh said was...

“She’s kind, brave, confident and since | met her it really feels ‘like joy has arrived!

Written by Martha - Year 7
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