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17th July 2026 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

September 2025 seems a long time ago now as we come to the end of the school year. The Year 7s 

who started with us in September are now well-established in our school community and we have 

said farewell to some of our oldest students in Year 13. It has, again, been a busy year where we 

have seen students develop both academically and socially, and our school community has become 

ever stronger.  

 

I hope that you have been reading the newsletter every half term which gives you an overview of all 

the activities and exceptional achievements of our students during the year. There are too many to 

mention all of them here, but to highlight some examples: 

 

• Amazing sporting success with 6 students competing at international level in football, 

basketball, cricket and swimming, as well as national and county level successes 

• Ysgol Penglais has the fastest Year 8 sprinter in all of Wales 

• Two students won first and second prize out of 52,000 entries for the ‘Give Racism the Red 

Card’ competition 

• Fantastic performances of Shrek the Musical this year with many students short-listed for 

the National School Musical Awards in London 

• 6 students succeeded in getting university offers for Oxford or Cambridge 

• We held our 3rd International Day which has grown to be a very successful event, showcasing 

and celebrating the diversity within the school 

• Our first ever Charity Day succeeded in raising over £10,000 for Latch Cymru and Teenage 

Cancer Trust by holding our 10K walk  

There are many, many more so please do look at the newsletters on our website for more details. 

 

But, of course, as well as stand-out examples, there is the day-to-day life of the school. This is where 

we see students work their very hardest in every lesson; where we see students demonstrate real 

ambition for their learning and achievements; where we see real kindness between students; where 

we see the excellent relationships between students and staff, and where we see students develop 

and mature in so many ways. Ysgol Penglais truly lives its vision of being ‘a happy, ambitious, diverse 

and high achieving school where everyone is respected and valued.’ 

 

We are also growing and developing as a school community. The fact that we were able to raise over 

£10,000 for Latch Cymru and Teenage Cancer Trust is a testament to the students, staff and families 

and shows just how powerful we can be when we work together. 



The school community is ever-changing, with students coming and going and staff also sometimes 

leaving us. This year, we only have two members of staff leaving Ysgol Penglais and they are two 

who have had a significant impact on the school during their time here. 

 

Mrs Johnson, Head of Years 10 and 11, is leaving us to return to her home town. During her eight 

years at Ysgol Penglais, Mrs Johnson has supported, challenged and cared for hundreds of students 

in her role as Head of Year. I know that we will all miss her at Penglais, both students and staff, and I 

am sure that parents will want to join us in thanking her for her tireless efforts, and wishing her all 

the best in her next school. 

 

Mrs J Davies, Associate Assistant Head, is also leaving us having spent 14 happy years at Ysgol 

Penglais. As an excellent English teacher and leader, Mrs Davies has also had a significant impact on 

the learning of hundreds of students, and I know that students and staff will miss her hugely. We 

wish her all the best as she moves on to be a Deputy Headteacher in a school closer to her home. 

 

Finally, thank you to all students for the joys and your efforts during the year. Thank you to staff for 

working so tirelessly for our students, and to you as families for your support during the year. I hope 

that you will have a lovely summer and we look forward to seeing you back in school, ready for 

another year in September. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Ms Mair Hughes  

Pennaeth/Headteacher 


