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1. ‘Tidy up’ GCSE exams from the summer 2026

a)   You MUST have checked your results sheet from last month. 

• Any missing results
• Any ‘surprise’ results  i.e. any grades well below what you were expecting
• Understand your results – where are you between grade boundaries?
• You can use the WJEC UMS grade boundaries sheet to check your grade boundaries  
                                                                                                              -for modular subjects like science, Eng Lit, Welsh, History, Spanish.

https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/administration/results-grade-boundaries-and-prs/grade-boundaries/ 



https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/i3bkrvnu/wjec-gcse-linear-grade-points-june-2026.pdf for linear subjects e.g. maths, 
eng lang, Business, drama, Geog.

You can use the entry code to check this against your results sheet and see if you were close to the next grade up        
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Are all results showing?
Final grades in capital letters
Lower case letters are unit grades for modular courses

Welsh 2nd Lang is 360 for an ‘A*’, so this is 5 off an ‘A*’ 

Then, check the overall mark against the grade
Boundaries.

Maths Higher is 58 for a ‘B’ and 89 for an ‘A’. This is 81

Maths Num Higher is 91 for an ‘A’. This scores 92 so one above!

Triple Sciences are 320 for an ‘A’ and 280 for ‘B’.

PE is 147 for an ‘A’ and 127 for ‘B’. This is 159

Music is 204 for ‘A*’ and 176 for an ‘A’. This is 187
Drama is 273 for ‘A*’ and 247 for an ‘A’. This is 270
Eng Lang is 312 for ‘A*’ and 276 for an ‘A’. This 2 off ‘A*’

Eng Lit is 180 for ‘A*’. This is 180

Skills Challenge is 240 for ‘A’ and 180 ‘B’.  This is 215



Welsh 2nd Lang is 280 for an ‘B’, so this is 2 off a ‘B’ 

By checking your final score against the grade boundaries, this shows where you are in a ‘sliding scale’ 
and gives you a more accurate measure of the level you have achieved. For example, you may have a 
grade ‘C’ but it is very different to be 1 off a ‘B’ or 1 off a ‘D’. A ‘B’ may be nearly a ‘C’ or nearly an ‘A’

Maths Inter is 68 for a ‘C’ and 105 for an ‘B’. This is 71

Maths Num Inter is 46 for an ‘D’ and 68 for a ‘C’. This is 60

DT is 79 for an ‘C’ and 103 for ‘B’. This is 82

Eng Lang is 204 for a ‘C’ and 164 for ‘D’. This is 203, 1 off a ‘C’. 

Eng Lit is 100 for a ‘D’ and 80 for ‘E’. This is 98, 2 off a ‘D’
Skills Challenge is 180 for ‘B’ and 120 for ‘C’. This is 179, 1 off a ‘B’



b) Make sure you have made full use of the 2 main post results services - 

i.    Request an Electronic copy of written exam scripts, use this to 
• Check what you wrote – and all your work has been marked
• Check the marks are added up correctly and match your results sheet
• Check your work has been marked correctly – your teacher can help with this by using the mark schemes – especially if 

you are close to a grade boundary OR if you think the result is very different from what you expected

 Exams staff and Heads of Faculty can download these I will be in the main foyer by Reception for the next week at breaktime 
– come and see me there and I will download and e-mail your papers, and I can send you a mark scheme if you are close to 
the next grade up.

With linear courses, your teachers  can check your marks for each unit with you – these are not shown on your results’ sheet

ii. Review of Marking (this is not a remark)
   If you / your teacher can see a clear failure of an examiner to follow the mark scheme, you can pay for a review
   of marking £45 per paper (no charge if on free school meals). Marks will only change where there is clear failure so you 
   must check your script first. If you want to do this, you must see Mrs Fulton or me to make the application, and payment is
   required before the application is made

Deadline: Thur 24th Sept   -     don’t leave to the final day.

Nothing can be done after this date 



Last year – some grades were changed after a review of marking

1 – Marks missing from a section of an exam paper

2 – Incorrect marking on a science paper

3 – Incorrect marking on a maths paper.

It is WELL WORTH checking your results carefully

ALSO, examiners are human and can make mistakes.



2. Are you on the correct courses this year?

   You have met with staff in the last week of the school break. Check you have opted for the correct courses – 

   Have you checked the course content? 

   Have you checked the course assessment?
   e.g. written exams, coursework, essays, practical exams?

   Speak with your teacher in the next 2 weeks to check any queries 

   You usually have about 2 weeks if you are looking to change courses

  Are you interested?

  Are you motivated?

  Are you aware of individual learning requirements?  E.g. expected work outside of lesson time.



If you have checked all this, then you should be on the correct courses for you.

Note: Each year when I see the Year 12 results, I see results of students who have not chosen the correct courses

Some re-sit lots of AS units in Year 13

Some start their GCE courses again.

Key word: Honesty

The table below shows the number of each grade, by subject, for Year 12 on results day Aug 2026 (Not including Business or 
Travel & Tourism) 

If you are on the correct courses, and consistently work well – you can do very well

BUT…….



Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, thoughts, ideas or outputs and trying to pass them off as your own.

Exams regulations state that:
 ‘the work which you submit for assessment must be your own’; 
‘you must not copy from someone else’ 
‘or allow another candidate to copy from you’

• Buy/ask for/share exam or assessment content 
• Pass on rumours of what’s in exams or assessments 
• Share your work 
• Work with others so that your assessment is not your own independent work

3. Year 12 courses
Many  subjects also include units not examined as written papers – these are Non-Exam Assessment (NEAs), or 
Coursework, and these have regulations staff and students ,must keep to. You can view these at 
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/information-for-candidates-documents/ 

Make sure that any NEA work you submit as your own is your own. You can use research, but check with your teachers how references and 
bibliographies must be included.

There are also regulations on the use of social media for assessment – Things not to do on social media include

If staff have good reason to doubt any work submitted is your own, it does not have to be accepted (and does not need to be ‘beyond 
reasonable doubt’ – so make sure work is your own and is correctly referenced. This has been a problem with some students in recent years.

There have been problems and investigations on this before – don’t let it be you

There are is also a regulation that work must be submitted on time – this is when your teacher sets a deadline. If you do not submit the 
work on time, you cannot expect it will be accepted. IF there is a problem with a deadline, you must raise this well in advance of the 
deadline.
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There are specific rules 
on the use of Artificial 

Intelligence, such as Chat 
GPT, and you should 
check this with your 

teacher

If you’re allowed to use 
AI tools, you must 

reference them clearly

Name the AI tool you 
used

Add the date you 
generated the content

Explain how you used it

Save a screenshot of 
the questions you 
asked and the answers 
you got



Students must sign to confirm the work is their own, and 

referenced correctly.



Teachers must sign a form to confirm work 

submitted is the student’s work and it has 

been supervised correctly. 



Malpractice

If you break these regulations, it will be treated as suspected malpractice

If it is discovered that you have broken the regulations, one of the following sanctions will be applied:

• you will be awarded zero marks for your work;

• you will be disqualified from that component for the examination series in question;

• you will be disqualified from the whole subject for that examination series;

• you will be disqualified from all subjects and barred from entering again for a period of time.

• The awarding body will decide which sanction is appropriate.

REMEMBER – IT’S YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT NEEDS TO BE YOUR OWN WORK



4. GCE grades

In Year 12 you will be cashed in for WJEC AS Level results (this means add up the individual unit results and award an 
overall AS grade). 

There are no A* in AS Levels. AS Levels are worth 40% of the final A2 grade (the full A Level course)

To achieve an A* next year in WJEC A2 subjects, you need to get

a) The number of points to achieve an A grade

PLUS 
b) you must get a minimum of 90% of the UMS marks on the A2 papers

This means, A* is heavily weighted towards performance in the A2 units, so even if you get 100% on the 
AS units, and the number of marks required for an overall ‘A’ grade, if you don’t get a minimum of  90% 
of the A2 unit UMS marks, you won’t get an A*

The more marks you gain in AS Levels will help your points total going into Year 13, but A* will require a 
high level of performance over the 2 years.



5. November re-sits in Maths and English Language

There are re-sits in English Language and Mathematics in November (Maths Numeracy resit is in January). If you are in the re-sit class and 

attending ALL lessons your teacher will make the entry, and you are not charged. If you are NOT in the re-sit class OR if you are not attending 

all the re-sit class lessons, then you have to pay for the entry. You will first need to e-mail your name and what you intend to re-sit to 

exams@penglais.org.uk. You will then have the cost confirmed and you then make payment on Bromcom, using My Child At School (MCAS), 

under payment item ‘Exam resits Nov 2026’ and confirm by using the e-mail chain to exams@penglais.org.uk that you have made the 

payment. The entry will then be made, and this will be confirmed to you by e-mail – unless you have an e-mail confirming you have been 

entered, then you have not been entered, and you need to chase this up. 

The fee this year is £46.80. Deadline is 4th October – do not leave entries until the deadline! 

The final chance to resit these options is summer 2027 – after this date it is the ‘new’ specifications only.

6. Mock exams in December

There will be a full set of mock exams in December in the Main Hall.

These are the final formal assessments you will have before the final exams in Summer.

Make sure you are prepared for these, to get the full benefit of these. 

7. GCSE Re-sits in January – non-core subjects 

Unusually this year, as the ‘new’ GCSEs are introduced, there is a possibility of some GCSE re-sits in several non-core subjects in 

January, plus maths numeracy, You will find the timetable at https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/1awnxucv/summer-2027-wales-

and-eduqas-gcse-final-version-080726.pdf 

If you are interested in any of these, you must see me by Friday October 9th.
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8. WBQ – Advanced Skills Baccalaureate Wales 

This course was new in 2023, and is different from the WBQ you studied in Years 10 & 11 – 

Several students get into University each year due to passing the Skills Challenge, with no exam involved.

In Aug 2026  44 Year 13 students achieved this  i.e. they 
got the equivalent of a full ‘A’ Level without having to sit 
any written exam papers for the qualification.

Note: This is a 2-year course, there is no AS cash in after Year 12.
            If you wish to study the Advanced Skills Welsh Baccalaureate this is a 2-year commitment



9. There are lots of resources for you on WJEC courses on www.wjec.co.uk             

http://www.wjec.co.uk/


Click on Qualifications and type in the qualification you are looking for

I selected chemistry



Key documents and Resources are the main sources of information - 

Specification shows the 
course outline – what you 
will be studying

Past exam papers and mark schemes 
from previous years and digital resources 
are under the ‘Resources’ section.



There are lots of resources to help you under the Student Support section



For example, the wellbeing section 



10. Summer 2027 exam entries 

Summer exam entries are made in January. Teachers will make entries for students on class lists in Year 12 lessons. You will 

get two entry sheets at the start of February –

1. A draft list of all your entries – this will show any units you are entered for, including written exams and non-exam 

assessments

2. A draft written exam timetable – this will show the date and times of any written exams you are entered for 

You need to check both these lists carefully, if any changes need to be made it is your responsibility to do this well before the 

entry deadline of February 20th. This information will be on Bromcom – student portal for you, and MCAS for your parents

Note: WBQ has a later deadline.

           If you are not on a class list, the teacher cannot make the entry

Important information for any student who repeats a year in the sixth form and continued with the same

subjects. You can only have ONE re-sit entry for the exam board to issue the best combination of the units and award a

final grade. If you have already taken a re-sit, and wish to sit a unit again, you have to enter ALL the units and the marks in

the summer exam series are the marks used in calculating a final grade (even if these marks are lower than previous attempts). 

This is called a ‘Fresh Start’.

If you don’t repeat Year 12, then this will not be an issue.



11. Summer 2027 exam timetable is on the WJEC website 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/nwjexxw0/summer-2027-wales-and-eduqas-asplusa-level-final-version.pdf     
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AS exams will finish before the Whit half term – last WJEC exam is maths on Fri 21st May.  Because these are put into a short 
time, you may have clashes (2 or more exams at the same published time). We will work this out with you before Easter.



12. Results  

Nov 2026 GCSE re-sit results are available on January 14th. If you intend to re-sit any of these again in the summer and you are 

NOT in the re-sit class and are NOT attending all the lessons, you have to make payment and have the entry made before Feb 

20th .

Summer 2027 GCE results are available in school on Thursday 12th August 2026 , between 08.00 – 11.00, in the Main Foyer

You are strongly advised to collect these results in school. Results will not be e-mailed or given out over the telephone.

On this morning, staff will be available to help if required. You can order and receive copies of your scripts, and if you have 

clear evidence of a failure of the examiner to follow the mark scheme you can then apply for a priority review of marking 

either on the day or soon afterwards. Information on this will be issued with your results.

January results are available on March 5th for WBQ and March 11th for Cambridge Technicals. If you intend to re-sit any of 

these again in the summer, you will not have long to make any re-sit entries.

If you are not going to be in school on this day, you can e-mail Mrs Fulton on FultonM8@penglais.org.uk before the

end of the summer term giving your permission for someone else to pick up your results. 

Be aware that staff in school on that morning will be meeting with students who have picked up their results, and 

they will not be able to deal with any queries about results from those not in school.

mailto:FultonM8@penglais.org.uk


Use your time in Year 12 wisely

A school year is 39 weeks

There are 38 weeks with students in school. We are now in the second week, so 37 left

Exams start in the first week of May

This gives a maximum of 29 weeks left in Year 12 before summer exams

You will lose teaching time for mock exams, practical exams, bank holidays

This leaves a maximum of 25 full weeks to the start of the exams

Divide this by 2  (our 2-week timetable)

This leaves fewer than 15 cycles of the timetable to the start of the summer exams. 

Or a maximum of 100 lessons?

This is the longest term of the year, so you need to be completing the most tasks this term – don’t put things off
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