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Dear Parents/Guardians

Welcome back to the start of the new academic year, and a particularly warm welcome to all our
new parents/guardians in Year 7, 12 and all other year groups. It is lovely to have you as part of Ysgol
Penglais community. | hope that everyone has had a lovely holiday and that your children are ready
to return to the school on Thursday. We are very much looking forward to seeing our students
tomorrow.

At the start of the year, | would like to inform you of new staff joining the school and some key
changes to staffing in the school.

Firstly, welcome to new staff:

e Miss Ffion Evans, Head of Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE)
e Ms Alex Hobson, 2™ in English

e Mr Dan Owen, History teacher

e  Miss Tara Joseph, Science teacher.

A warm welcome back to Mrs Stephanie Glover (Design Technology) and Miss Kinsey (Science) who
are both returning from their maternity leave.

We have also had changes to responsibilities within the school:

e  Mrs Rachael Allen will be an additional Deputy Head this year with responsibility for
Achievement and Teaching and Learning

e  Miss Kelly Harper — Deputy ALNCo and in charge of Skills for Life

e  Mrs Lauren Hussein — Faculty Leader for English

e Miss Kelly Thomas — Head of Years 10 and 11

e  Mrs Freya Carne — Assistant Head of Year 10

e Ms Fiona Hill = Head of Year 8

Other Heads of Year are as follows:

Mrs Jan Elgood — Head of 6™ Form

Mr Barrie Stott — Assistant Head of Year 11
Mr Rob Rudge — Head of Year 9

Ms Nicky Goode — Head of Year 7.

A list of teaching staff is accessible on the website: Meet the Staff | Ysgol Penglais School.
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https://penglais.org.uk/about-penglais/meet-the-staff/

At the end of last year, we reviewed our school vision and strategic priorities with staff, students and
the Governing Body. Our vision is amended from previous years, reflecting the changes that we want
to see in Ysgol Penglais moving forward and the strategic priorities are in line with this.

Ysgol Penglais’ Vision — Striving for Excellence

Ysgol Penglais is a happy, ambitious, diverse and high achieving school where everyone is respected
and valued. We are a kind, inclusive community where everybody cares for each other. As students
develop, they all become fluent, capable communicators who can think critically, creatively, and
problem-solve. We are all proud to be part of a Welsh community and celebrate all cultural
backgrounds. In a fast-changing world, students and staff accept challenges, continually grow and
develop, and are prepared and confident to embrace the future.

Strategic Priorities 2026-29

1. Reduce barriers so that all learners experience success and thrive in an inclusive classroom
and environment

2. Develop resilient and adaptable learners who are prepared for life as an independent citizen

3. Strengthen our curriculum and pedagogy to provide all learners with appropriate and high-
quality opportunities

4. Enhance working partnerships with families and organisations in the locality, Wales and
beyond to strengthen our learning community

The summary of last year’s evaluation and this year’s priorities will be updated on the school
website shortly: School Development Plan | Ysgol Penglais School

Continuing to develop relationships and links with parents/guardians and our community remains a
priority for us. We look forward to working with you over the next year to ensure that we become
the school of our vision, where all our students, your children, flourish.

As ever, should you have any queries or concerns, please contact the school: admin@penglais.org.uk
is @ main email address which can be used, or emails of key members of staff on the school website.

Please also remember that | run a Headteacher Surgery every Monday from 5-6pm. This is a drop-in
session that anyone can access — simply turn up to main reception between 5-6pm on Mondays
during term time.

| look forward to working with you and your children this year.

Yours sincerely

A b

Ms Mair Hughes
Pennaeth / Headteacher
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